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Africa University is deeply thankful to the Rocky Mountain Conference for investing in the Africa University Fund (AUF) 
apportionment at 100 percent in 2017. Thank you, Rocky Mountain United Methodists, for your record of faithfulness to 
this ministry. 
 
Institutional Update: 

• Currently, Africa University hosts a vibrant campus community of 1,417 full-time students and faculty and staff 
from 31 African nations. In addition, 392 students are pursuing degree programs on a part-time basis.  

• Amidst the ongoing transition in the governance of Zimbabwe, lectures, research, and outreach activities at Africa 
University have continued uninterrupted.  

• Africa University’s annual operating budget of just-under $10.5 million prioritizes student access and retention. 
More than $2.2 million in scholarships and financial aid awards were disbursed in 2017. 

• The recently-launched Institute of Theology and Religious Studies offers multi-disciplinary training and leadership 
formation opportunities for both clergy and laity.  

• Through teaching and research, Africa University is making trailblazing, regional contributions in key areas such as 
migrant and refugee protection, child rights, and the eradication of malaria and other insect-borne diseases. 

• More than 8,000 Africa University graduates are engaged in efforts to make disciples, alleviate poverty, improve 
global health, and better the quality of life in communities across sub-Saharan Africa.  

• By 2020, Africa University expects its business incubation hub, launched on campus in 2017, to deliver 
commercially-viable products and services that have been developed in partnership with African innovators and 
investors.   

 
Africa University ended 2017 with its highest level of support from The United Methodist Church to date.  The Rocky 
Mountain Conference was one of a record 35 annual conferences that achieved or exceeded their 100 percent investment 
in the AUF. The strong support of the Rocky Mountain Conference helped the Western Jurisdiction to celebrate an overall 
investment of 100 percent to the AUF for the first time. 
 
As Africa University embraces emerging opportunities for service and impact within and beyond the church in Africa, the 
unwavering support of the Rocky Mountain Conference is of vital importance. On June 9th, more than 600 young people 
will graduate from Africa University. They are returning to their home countries equipped to make a difference because 
Rocky Mountain United Methodists have invested in Africa University as part of their global legacy. Never tire in doing 
good, because your steadfast love is a bridge to dreams fulfilled. Please remember the students, faculty, administrators, 
trustees, and alumni of Africa University in your prayers.  
 
Thank you, Rocky Mountain Conference, for your foundational role in the Africa University story. Thank you for being a 
part of this incredible year of blessings. Thank you for affirming the power of faithfully sowing and working together to 
bring a remarkable dream to life. May God bless and keep you always in an abundance of grace and mercy. 
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