
 

LIGHT! 
A Worship Service Honoring the Saints of the Church 

Mountain Sky Annual Conference  
The United Methodist Church  

Saturday, June 15, 2019  
4 p.m. 

Montana Convention Center  
Billings, Montana  

Early in the 
morning on 
the first day 
of the week 
while it was 
still dark…



*Please stand as you are able or sit in spirit.  

___________________________________________ 

GATHERING MUSIC                 Elevate Band 

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (He Is Not Dead)      

WELCOME & INVOCATION         Bishop Karen P. Oliveto 
                    Resident Bishop, Mtn. Sky Area  

* SONG OF PRAISE          Sings My Soul, Rejoice!  

SCRIPTURE    John 20         Rev. Margaret Gillikin 
             District Superintendent, Trinity District  

OFFERING    Come Alive (Dry Bones)           Sheri Hill 
                  Blackfeet UM Parish, Browning, MT 
 Tonight’s offering will support ministry with missing and murdered indigenous women. 

To give electronically visit mtnskyumc.org/give to donate. 

REMEMBERING THE LIGHT OF COMPANIONS      Bishop Karen P. Oliveto  
              Deaconess Robin Ridenour 

  
 Marilyn Bradley-Barber   Ruth Bollinger 
 Margaret Elaine Cribbs    Barbara Day     
 Margaret “Margo” Fixter  Ruth Henard 
 Shirley Johnson    Mildred Persons  
 Cindy Peacock    Inez Elaine Prather  
 Ernestine Sullivan   Lenore Muriel Truscott    
 Virginia Van Skike  

Response 
 May the light of Christ shine upon them. 
 May the light of Christ shine upon them. 

REMEMBERING THE LIGHT OF THE SAINTS  
It is the tradition of the Annual Conference to stand in honor and memory of those who 
have touched your life.  

Robert Linn Barnes   Robert C. Coburn    
Fred Stanley Collins    Wallace Dean Finley     
Franklin Oliver Gunter   George Hanabusa   
Margaret Rush Hankins    Delbert W. Hansen    
Charles Evans Heath   Robert Eldon Hunter   
William Raymond Iiams  Robert Irving Phelps      
Roger Robison    Albert W. Scarffe    
Jarrell Leon Tharp    

http://mtnskyumc.org


PROCLAIMING GOD’S LOVE  You Choose Love            Rev. Dale Fredrickson 
                 Lakewood UMC, Colorado 
PROCLAIMING GOD’S LIGHT  I Will Rise     
As the light of Christ is shared, please tip the unlit candle and reduce wax spilling.  

BLESSING  

SENDING SONG    Shambala  
___________________________________________ 

Please join us for a reception in the lobby of the Montana Convention Center.  
___________________________________________ 

Thanks to the worship band, Elevate, for their ministry during Annual Conference: Brian 
Crumrine, Kath Crumrine, Tim Lockie, and Jordan Komoto.  

Thanks to these clergy who shared stories: Morie Adams-Griffin, Patti Agnew, Fred Amborn, 
Annie Arnoldy, Nancy Boswell, Sue DeBree, Gary Geiman, Kristi Hornick, Ann Lantz, Bich Thy 
(Betty) Nguyen, William Novak, Deborah Schmidt, Dennis Shaw, Amy Strader, and Jan 
Witman.  

___________________________________________ 
MUSIC CREDITS  

Christ the Lord is Risen, Today  
WORDS: Charles Wesley, Kurtis Parks, Samuel Arnold  
MUSIC: Traditional  
Copyright: 2014 Integrity’s Praise!, Capitol CMG Publishing 
CCLI #482438  

Come Alive (Dry Bones)  
WORDS &  MUSIC: Lauren Daigle, Michael Farren 
Copyright: 2012 Centric Songs, Capitol CMG Publishing  
CCLI #482438 

I Will Rise 
WORDS & MUSIC: Christ Tomlin, Jesse Reeves, Louie Giglio, Matt Maher  
Copyright: 2008 sixstetps Music, Capitol CMG Publishing  
CCLI #482438  

Sings My Soul, Rejoice  
WORDS & MUSIC: Church of the Resurrection Worship Collective 
Used by Permission  

Shambala  
WORDS AND MUSIC: Daniel Moore  
As performed by Three Dog Night  
BMI #1027613 !  3
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MEMOIRS 

In loving memory of all the clergy and their spouses of the Mountain Sky Conference who have 
died during this year, these memoirs are submitted.  Sincere thanks is offered to family 
members and others, including the liaison work of Nancy Cox, Jana Collins and Amanda 
Heeren who share the information on which these memoirs are based. 

Richard A. Vickery, Memoirs Secretary 

CLERGY MEMBERS 

Name Date of Birth Date of Death

Margaret Rush Hankins January 2, 1940 April 12, 2018

William Raymond Iiams November 13, 1930 May 22, 2018

Jarrell Leon Tharp May 27, 1933 May 24, 2018

Robert C. Coburn January 25, 1930 July 27, 2018

Robert Irving Phelps July 31, 1934 August 24, 2018

Oliver Franklin “Frank” Gunter September 17, 1920 October 5, 2018

Delbert W. Hansen July 16, 1947 October 8, 2018

Roger Robison June 22, 1920 November 8, 2019

Wallace Dean Finley January 27, 1931 December 29, 2018

Albert W. Scarffe September 7, 1925 December 30, 2018

Fred Stanley Collins April 13, 1921 January 14, 2019

George Hanabusa March 8, 1931 January 25, 2019

Robert “Bob” Eldon Hunter March 2, 1928 February 16, 2019

Charles Evans “Chuck” Heath November 17, 1938 March 6, 2019

Robert “Bob” Barnes January 5, 1923 March 12, 2019
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SPOUSES 

_____________________________________________ 

Margaret Rush Hankins 
January 2, 1940-April 12, 2018 

Clergy Person 

Margaret was born on January 2, 1940, in Anniston, Alabama, the daughter of 
John and Salena Mathes House. She attended Munford High School in Munford, 
Alabama and Birmingham Southern College, where she graduated with honors 
and was selected for membership in Phi Beta Kappa. She earned her Master’s in 
Religious Education at Duke University, and worked as a Christian educator in 
United Methodist churches in Fort Worth and Dallas, Texas. 

After her marriage to Julian Rush in 1965 and their move to Colorado in 1969, 
Margaret devoted herself to their two young sons, Jason and Joel, and a number 
of justice issues. She became involved in the United Methodist Commission on 
the Status and Role of Women, speaking out about equal pay and the need for 
support of clergy wives. She also lobbied for the Equal Rights Amendment, 
speaking to the legislature and traveling around the state, resulting in the 

successful effort to defeat the repeal of the ERA. Margaret became the first chair of the Colorado 

Name Date of Birth Date of Death

Margaret “Margo” Fixter November 6, 1922 April 21, 2018

Inez Elaine Prather December 27, 1945 June 9, 2018

Cindy Peacock July 14, 1951 July 4, 2018

Shirley Johnson March 2, 1926 August 19, 2018

Ernestine “Ernie” Sullivan January 2, 1929 September 25, 2018

Barbara Day January 22, 1935 November 1, 2018

Virginia B. Van Skike September 3, 1927 December 17, 2018

Mildred Persons May 2, 1924 December 20, 2018

Ruth Bollinger March 26, 1927 January 1, 2019

Ruth Henard March 4, 2019

Marilyn Bradley-Barber October 13, 1936 March 12, 2019

Lenore Muriel Truscott December 7, 1921 March 19, 2019

Margaret Elaine Cribbs January 20, 1921 April 14, 2019
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Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, bringing together a diverse alliance of religious 
organizations to support women’s rights to make their own decisions about family planning. Last year, 
she was the recipient of the Faith and Freedom Award from RCRC for her 40 years of advocacy on 
behalf of women’s rights, health and dignity.  

After earning her Master of Divinity degree from San Francisco Theological Seminary in 1979, Margaret 
became the 10th woman to be an ordained elder in the Rocky Mountain Conference. She was 
appointed by the bishop to serve as council director and a district superintendent. She also pastored 
Lyons, Emmanuel, and Hope UMC, from which she retired in 2003. Her community involvements 
included membership in the International Women’s Forum and the Board of Directors of Centus 
Counseling Centers. 

Margaret’s first marriage ended in divorce in 1982, and she married Jim Hankins in 1993. Together, 
they pursued mission initiatives in Russia, Kenya, Myanmar and the Holy Land, including the founding 
of a United Methodist Church in Novgorad and the reconstruction of Bethany UMC in Pushkin, Russia, 
making it available for worship services for the first time. She and Jim were honored at the Samaritan 
Institute National Award Dinner in 2013 for their “significant contributions to the religious, charitable 
and political life of Colorado, as well as international mission work through The United Methodist 
Church”. 

Margaret died on April 12, 2018.  

Margaret Fixter 
November 6, 1922–April 21, 2018 

Spouse 

Margaret “Margo” Fixter, 95, of Loveland, died April 21, 2018 at Brookdale 
Assisted Living Center.  

Margaret Elizabeth Orr was born in Hendersonville, NC on November 6, 
1922 to Everett and Estelle Justus Orr. She graduated from Henderson 
High School in 1939 and was very active in school activities. She then 
attended Asheville Teachers College in Asheville, NC from 1939-43. She 
was also quite active during her time at college. 

From 1943-47, Margo lived in Nashville, TN and was employed as a 
secretary and office manager in the Student Department, Division of 
Educational Institutions at the National Board of Education of the Methodist 
Church. Margo met J. Stanley Fixter, a student at Garrett Theological 

Seminary, while working for Dr. Hiel Bollinger at the seminary. They were married in Evanston on 
December 21, 1947. While Stan was finishing his seminary degree, Margo worked as a secretary to 
Reverend Gene Duchaur, who was Wesley Foundation Director at Northwestern University. Their son 
John was born in Evanston in 1948. 

In 1950, Margo, Stan and John moved to Colorado Springs, CO with the YMCA. Margo joined the Young 
Wives Club, and was active in the Beta Sigma Phi sorority and the First Methodist Church. Son, Steve, 
was born in 1954. Stan became a Methodist Minister while in Colorado Springs which would begin the 
family’s journey through Colorado and Wyoming spanning almost 30 years, including: Leadville, CO 
where son Bob was born in 1956; Denver, CO; Rawlins, WY; Riverton, WY, Casper, WY; Englewood, CO; 
Durango, CO; and finally, Fort Collins, CO, where the family finished serving their ministry. 
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Margo was active in many church activities throughout her life including AAUW Circles, women’s prayer 
groups and P.E.O. She had a great sense of humor and loved to laugh and sing. She also loved to 
travel and camp along the way where she would make homemade spaghetti sauce and fried chicken 
over a two-burner Coleman stove. 

Margo played golf whenever she could. Once, at Castle Pines golf course, after he hit a ball into the 
water, she advised Tiger Woods to “drop a ball and hit another.” 

Margo died on April 21 2018.  

William R. Iiams  
November 13, 1930-May 22, 2018 

Clergy Person 

William R. Iiams was born on November 13, 1930. He attended school at 
Wyoming State and was admitted as a full member of the Conference in 1955. 
Shortly after his admittance, he became the conference secretary for many 
years.  He served the churches of Buffalo and Clearmont, WY, Casper, WY, 
Rawlins, WY, Lakewood, CO. Montrose, CO, Grand Junction, CO, Hilltop, UT, and 
Casper, WY again. He retired in 1993.  

William died on May 22, 2018. 

Jarrell Leon Tharp 
May 27, 1933-May 24, 2018 

Clergy Person 

Jarrell Leon Tharp was born May 27, 1933 in Clovis, New Mexico, to Emmy E. Athey 
and Stephen John Tharp. During Jarrell’s growing-up years, the family lived in 
many places in the Texas Panhandle, east Texas, California (during World War II) 
and back to Texas. Jarrell said that he went to 13 different schools and one of them 
for four years — Amherst High School. While in high school, he was active in FFA, 
played a little football, participated in boxing, and met Nelloyd Harmon. They both 
graduated in 1951 and were married that fall on Nov. 3. 

Needing a job to support Nelloyd, Jarrell moved to Sweetwater, Texas, and worked 
at Wayne Smith Motors. In 1952, Jarrell attended a city-wide youth revival and 
began to feel the tug toward preaching the Gospel. After counseling with his pastor 
and his father-in-law David Harmon, the couple returned to Amherst and Jarrell 
began farming. That tug did not go away, and Jarrell enrolled in McMurry College in 

1953 and began his journey in the ministry. 

Jarrell graduated from McMurry College and Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist 
University, and was ordained a Deacon in 1960 and an Elder in 1963. He served several churches in 
Texas and transferred to the Yellowstone Conference in 1970, where he was appointed to Powell, 
Wyoming. He also served as Billings District Superintendent and UMC of the Tetons in Jackson, 
Wyoming. He retired in 1995 and moved back to Powell. 

Jarrell loved to preach and teach about Jesus. 
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Some of Jarrell’s achievements were: the first in his family to graduate college, awarded 1962-63 Town 
and Country Pastor of the Year, attaining a private pilot’s license and then a commercial license, serving 
on the Powell hospital board, and being a District Superintendent. His hobbies were fishing, hunting, 
camping, flying, photography, and cheering for the Dallas Cowboys. 

Jarrell died on May 24, 2018, three days short of his 85th birthday. 

Inez Elaine Prather 
December 27, 1945-June 9, 2018 

Spouse 

Inez Elaine (Schmidt) Prather was born on December 27, 1945 in Mexico, 
Missouri to the late Vivienne Marcelle Lane and the late John Herman 
Schmidt and who grew up in Greenfield, Indiana. Inez graduated from 
Hancock Central High School in 1964, Univ. of Colorado in 1971, and Iliff 
School of Theology in 1982. She was a Pastor in the United Methodist 
Church and served congregations at Piedmont, KS, Climax, KS, Fleming, 
CO, Rockland, CO, and Lyons, CO during her career. Inez was married to 
Donald W. (Bill) Prather for 50 years.  

In early childhood Inez was stricken by rheumatic fever which caused her 
to be weak and sickly throughout her elementary school years. When she 
was in high school her Uncle Ralph Lane, an exceptionally gifted man, died 
suddenly at age 41 which made her deeply troubled by questions of life and 

death. One morning she woke up to find the world brighter and more beautiful and filled with a sense 
of overwhelming, unconditional love. This started her interest in ministry and she worked to bring that 
feeling to people the rest of her life through her roles as pastor, coworker, volunteer naturalist, master 
gardener, master composter and member and officer in Denver Field Ornithologists and Foothills 
Audubon Club. She was intensely interested in exploring and photographing the natural world which led 
to documenting the Ross' Gull, many dragonflies and damselflies and two tiger beetles in Colorado for 
the first time. She enjoyed camping and hiking. She used her photographs and artistic abilities to 
create many scrapbook albums of memories to share with others. She authored articles for the CFO 
Journal and coauthored a publication on Colorado Odonata published by Colorado State University 
where she was studying entomology until John's death made it too painful for her to continue. 

In 1999 she was given a Certificate of Merit by the Longmont Police for chasing and cornering an 
armed robber with her van until the police arrived and made the arrest. 

Inez died on June 9, 2018 in Longmont, Colorado at the age of  72. 

Cindy Peacock 
July 14, 1951-July 4, 2018 

Spouse 

Cindy Peacock was born on July 14, 1951 to Everett and Aurelian Green in Valentine, Nebraska. She 
had four siblings.  

Cindy attended rural schools in the White River South Dakota area. Cindy graduated rural school and 
began high school in White River. There, in spite of being a country school girl, she made good friends. 
Throughout high school, Cindy dreamed of going to college to complete degree work in education. 
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Cindy graduated high school in 1969. She married Terry Brandis. Two children were born to this union; 
Stephanie and Toby. Cindy attended college classes and worked to help support the family. As it 
happened, the marriage would not continue.  

She moved to Spearfish, SD and completed her degree in Business Administration at Black Hills State 
University. She graduated in 1983 and moved to Rapid City with her children. She worked at the job 
service of South Dakota. In the summer of 1983 Cindy lost her brother Bernie and her grandmother 
Fern. 

During that summer, she met a young United Methodist minister, Tom Peacock. As it happened, they 
fell in love and decided to marry. They were married December 31, 1983. Tom had four children; 
Thomas, Christopher, Leslie, and Jamie. They moved into the Methodist Parsonage with their six 
children. 

Cindy made a tremendous transition into the role of minister’s wife and she did so by being herself, and 
people loved her. Tom and Cindy enjoyed being together. She was generous, kind, loving, forgiving, 
and faithful, a good wife and mother. 

Cindy didn’t have any illnesses in her adult life, but that changed in February 2018, she was diagnosed 
with an incurable brain tumor.  

Cindy died on July 4, 2018 at the age of 66.  Her husband Tom was with her. 

Robert C. Coburn 
January 25, 1930- July 27, 2018 

Clergy 

Professor Robert Coburn was born on January 25, 1930. Bob was a beloved and 
vital member of the faculty at the University of Washington, and his memory will 
remain vibrant for many years to come. His deep voice and broad smile, friendship, 
and good judgment were cherished by his colleagues and added tremendously to 
the Department of Philosophy. 

Bob was well prepared for the professorship he assumed at UW in 1971.  He had a 
B.A. from Yale, a divinity degree from the University of Chicago Divinity School, a 
Ph.D. from Harvard, and 14 years of teaching experience at the University of 
Chicago.  He remained at the UW for the rest of his career, except for a brief 
visiting appointment at the University of Bergen in Norway in 1986. Bob wrote a 
book The Strangeness of the Ordinary: Issues and Problem in Contemporary 
Metaphysics as well as fifty or so articles, reviews, and contribution to anthologies. 

He gave presentations around the country 

As a teacher, Bob will be remembered for the lucidity of his lectures and seminars, and for the 
feedback he gave students on their written work.  That feedback was frequently voluminous and 
insightful and hence sometimes unintentionally painful even though generous.   

Bob was admitted as a full member of the Conference in 1956 serving as a professor for most of his 
career.  

Bob Coburn died on July 27, 2018.  
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Shirley Johnson 
March 2, 1926-August 19, 2018 

Spouse  

Shirley was born March 2, 1926 in Medford, Oregon to Knute and Fern (Cheetham) 
Knutson, the oldest of six. Shirley grew up in Dutton alongside many family 
members farming and working in the area. She graduated from Dutton High School 
in 1944 and shortly thereafter, married Rev. Leon H. Johnson in 1945. They were 
married 56 years until his death in 2001, having had five children. They served 
many churches throughout Montana before his retirement in 1983.  

Shirley died on August 19, 2018 in Great Falls, Montana at the age of 92.  

Robert Irving Phelps 
July 31, 1934-August 24, 2018 

Clergy Person 

Robert Irving Phelps was born July 31, 1934, in Kodaikanal, India, to Carl Wright 
and Mary Moulton Phelps, and was raised in the mountains of south India with two 
older siblings. He completed high school at Kodaikanal School, which was at the 
time an ecumenically-run American Christian boarding school designed to educate 
the children of American missionaries serving in India. It was here that he first 
cultivated his love for Indian food, which he continually sought after even a world 
away in Montana. In 1955, Bob graduated Summa Cum Laude from Elon College in 
North Carolina with a degree in history, and he later completed his graduate studies 
at Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, Dallas Texas, earning 
Master of Divinity and Master of Sacred Theology degrees. He was ordained in the 
Methodist Church in 1959. 

Bob met Alita Logan in 1956 while working for the National Council of Churches’ 
National Parks ministry in Yellowstone Park, and they married the next summer. In 1961, after two 
years serving in the north Texas Conference, they moved to Montana, where they served in the 
Yellowstone Conference until his formal retirement in the summer of 2000. His ministerial 
appointments included Plains/Paradise, Big Sandy, Covenant/East Helena, Bozeman, Great Falls First, 
Missoula District Superintendent, Missoula First, and Polson churches. Bob and Alita raised two 
children, Charissa and Joel, and were blessed with two grandchildren, Melissa and Steffan, and two 
great-grandchildren, Nevaeh and Lillie. 

Bob loved the mountains. Hiking the trails of Glacier Park brought him great joy, and his impulse to 
explore led him on many cherished adventures with Alita to the Middle East, Europe, Central America 
and the Caribbean. He was a gifted vocalist and pianist who delighted in the magic and mystery of 
music, and offered his song gratefully and reverently whenever the opportunity arose. He was a 
dedicated, perpetually curious scholar, devoted to reading and writing and the transformative power of 
ideas. He was truly a pioneer, a progressive theologian deeply passionate about social justice and 
inclusiveness, unafraid to speak truth to power in all its forms and tireless in his efforts to make the 
presence and power of Spirit available unconditionally to all, as full deserving citizens of God’s world. 

Bob died on August 24, 2018 in Billings, Montana at the age of 84.  
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Ernestine (Ernie) Sullivan 
January 2, 1929- September 25, 2018 

Spouse  

Ernestine (Ernie) was born into the Harrison family, Augusta, GA on 
January 2, 1929. She is preceded in death by her husband of 65 years, 
Claude ‘Sully' Sullivan; parents, Frank and Ruby; sister, Earlene; and 
brother, Otis.  

As an Air Force wife for 29 years and a pastor's wife for over 10 years, 
Ernie made a wonderful, loving home for her family, wherever home 
happened to be. She was passionate about everything she did: cooking, 
RV'ing, gardening, sewing, feeding "her" squirrels and hummingbirds, 
genealogy, United Methodist Women, photography, caring for her family, 
her church family and anyone who needed her. 

Ernie died on September 25, 2018 at home in Florence, CO. 

Franklin Oliver (Frank) Gunter  
September 17, 1920-October 5, 2018 

Clergy Person  

Oliver Franklin Gunter was born September 17, 1920 in Ravenwood, MO. His 
parents were William and Margaret (Richardsen) Gunter. After graduating from 
Alden H.S., he served his country in the United States Army for 6 years achieving 
the rank of 1st Lieutenant, Artillery. After returning home, Frank received his 
Bachelor's Degree from Sterling College-Sterling, KS and his Master's Degree in 
Theology from Iliff School of Theology in Denver. On June 11, 1940, he married 
Glennys Belden in Sterling, KS.  

He started his ministry in Fountain, CO, and moved on to pastor in Broomfield, 
Windsor, Boulder, the San Luis Valley and Upton, WY. After retiring in 1976, the 
couple moved to Estes Park. There, they helped to establish the Estes Park United 
Methodist Church. He enjoyed several years of work at the Estes Park Lumber 
Company.  

Frank was a member and Past Patron of Eastern Star. He was initiated into the Masonic Fraternity in 
1959 in Monte Vista Lodge #73. Frank also joined Masonic Lodge #183 of the Free and Accepted 
Masons, where he served as Chaplain and Worshipful Master. In 1989 he served as Grand Chaplain of 
the Colorado Grand Lodge, and last served as Chaplain in Estes Park in 2017. Glennys died June 7, 
1987. In January of 1995 Frank married Margaret Barber-Kellams in Denver. 

Frank died in Estes Park on Friday October 5, 2018. He was 98 years old. 

Delbert Hansen  
July 16, 1947–October 8, 2018 

Clergy Person 

Delbert was born July 16, 1947 in Pleasantville, Iowa. Delbert met and married his wife, Lois, on 
January 26, 1968. They were able to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary.  

 �  of �11 20

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/army/


After college, Delbert was employed by International Motor’s Truck Division for 11 
years. He then worked in the irrigation industry for 9 years.  

At the age of 38 he entered Iliff School of Theology where he received his master’s 
degree. He entered the ministry as a United Methodist pastor and served 
Chugwater United Methodist Church for 2 years as a student. He was appointed to 
Faith United Methodist Church in 1989 where he served until he retired in 2008. 
Along with serving Faith UMC he served as a chaplain with the Laramie County 
Sheriff’s Office for two years. Delbert also served as on call chaplain for CMRC for 
15 years. After retirement from Faith UMC, he served as a chaplain with the 
Cheyenne VA hospital where he continued serving until the time of his death. 

Delbert’s passion has always been model railroading. He was a member of the 
Sherman Hill Model Railroad Club, along with being a member of the Frontier Lions Club, and Senior 
Adult Ministries. 

 Delbert Hansen died on October 8, 2018 in Cheyenne at the age of  71.  

Barbara Day  
January 22, 1935–November 1, 2018 

Spouse  

Barbara Day was born January 22, 1935. She grew up in a large family. She spent 
her married life serving the Methodist Church with her husband Samuel in churches 
around Colorado. In retirement the couple spent time in Arizona and most recently 
in Oklahoma.  

Barbara died on November 1, 2018 in Moore, Oklahoma.  

Roger Robison 
June 22, 1920 – November 8, 2019 

Clergy Person 

Roger was born June 22, 1920, in Gloversville, NY, the beloved only 
child of Frank and Lula Robison. Roger had strong ties to the 
Adirondack area of his birth.  

Roger earned a BA degree in history from Dartmouth College in 1942 
and a MD from Oberlin Seminary in 1945. While finishing seminary and 
serving his first parish in central Ohio, Roger met Olive Bainton who 
was traveling to colleges for the American Friends Service Committee. 
Finding a deep shared interest in social justice and a common love of 
the outdoors (and baby goats), Olive and Roger fell in love. Olive and 
Roger married in New Haven, CT, on June 22, 1945. Roger held various 
pastorships throughout his career, and Olive was always an involved 
partner in their ministry.  
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After their oldest child, Dave, was born in Ohio, Roger and Olive acted on their Western interest. In 
1947, Roger hitchhiked to Montana to see about a church appointment. The Bitterroot Valley's Corvallis 
Methodist Church was Roger's first Montana appointment and perhaps his favorite because Corvallis is 
the place where Roger and Olive settled when it was time to retire in 1984. 

A United Methodist minister for 41 years, Roger served churches in Weston (Ohio), Corvallis, Fort 
Benton, Billings, Great Falls, Butte, and Missoula (all in Montana), and Sitka and Anchorage (in Alaska) 
as well as ten years as District Superintendent.  

Roger had a strong voice for singing, and this love of singing continues as a family tradition. 
Roger was always up for a bridge game, always hopeful that the Giants would win their next baseball 
game, always ready for a drive in the sunshine to see the mountains. 

Roger's interest in Montana history grew along with his collection of postal covers (not just a stamp, 
but the entire envelope with address, stamp and cancellation). Roger specialized in places which are 
now “ghost towns,” but had post offices in the days of the Montana territory and early statehood 
years.  

Roger's love for Nature was strong throughout his life. Roger and Olive started their kids camping, 
backpacking, hiking, fishing at an early age. Nothing tasted better for breakfast than freshly caught 
trout cooked over the fire. 

Roger died on November 8, 2018, at home in Bozeman, MT.  

Virginia B. Van Skike 
September 3, 1927 – December 17, 2018 

Spouse 

Virginia was born in Santa Ana, CA on September 3, 1927 to Herman and Gladys (Hudson) Blank. She 
and her husband, Richard, met as children at church in Huntington Park, CA and she told her parents 
"That is the boy I'm going to marry". She and Richard, a United Methodist minister, married in 1951 
and had two children, Susan and Rick. Virginia received her Elementary Education teaching certificate 
in California and later achieved a master's degree in Library Science at the University of Colorado. She 
taught in Southern California school districts and, after the family moved to the Denver area in 1968, 
in the Cherry Creek and Boulder Valley school districts, ending her career as the librarian at Emerald 
Elementary in Broomfield. She also taught Sunday School (usually First Grade). A lifelong lover of 
learning, Virginia and Richard traveled after their retirement to the British Isles, Scandinavian 
countries, Australia and the Panama Canal area as well as taking many trips around the United States. 
Virginia always had a ready smile and a desire to help others.  

Virginia B. Van Skike died on December 17, 2018 in Broomfield, CO at the age of 91  

Mildred Persons 
May 2, 1924 – December 20, 2018 

Spouse  

Mildred was born May 2, 1924, in Keenesburg, Colorado to Aloys Otto and Nellie Ann (Neiman) Bader. 
As a youth she grew up in Longmont, Colorado, attending public schools and working at the Longmont 
creamery and as farm hand-picking berries for local farmers. She later found work as a telephone 
switchboard operator. She graduated from Longmont High School in 1942. Mildred and Dr. Rev. William 
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Richard Persons married on July 18, 1943, at Niwot, Colorado. Together they raised their family of 5 
children.  
 
William was a Methodist minister serving in Utah, Colorado and Wyoming and 
preceded her in death in 1994. As a "pastor's wife," Mildred filled many of the 
unspoken needs and demands of the ministry, quietly touching and supporting 
the lives of others in each of the congregations and communities where they 
served. After her husband developed Alzheimer's disease and retired, she 
became a librarian technician for the City of Englewood, Colorado. Mildred was a 
voracious reader, loved to play bridge, and enjoyed getting outdoors so she 
could practice her nature photography. She was a masterful cook, a skilled 
potter, seamstress and gardener; raising hybrid iris and irchids. Mildred was a 
member of several service organizations including, P.E.O.  

Mildred died on December 20, 2018 in Salt Lake City at the age of 94  

Wallace Dean Finley  
January 27, 1931–December 29, 2018 

Clergy Person 

Wallace Dean Finley, was born in Canon City, Colorado on January 27, 
1931. Wally was raised in South-Eastern Colorado in the Wiley-Eads-Lamar 
area. Although as a child he lived in a house made of sod-“a soddy”- with 
scant educational resources, he became an outstanding student and a life-
long learner.  He taught himself to play the piano, played clarinet in a dance 
band, sang in high school musicals and placed first in the state spelling 
competition.   

Wally graduated from the University of Colorado-Boulder with a major in 
accounting. He joined ROTC and was later drafted into the Army during the 
Korean conflict. Student and army life pointed him toward the ministry.  He 
attended Boston University School of Theology to specialize in student 
ministry.  He and C.U. classmate Katy Drexel Finley, both deeply involved in 

the Methodist Student Movement, married and moved to Boston. After the course of study and a year-
long placement in the Cochituate United Methodist Church, Wally was ordained. 

His first assignment as campus minister was to the Methodist Student Fellowship at the University of 
Denver where he and Katy spent five years and adopted Ruth and Tim. His second appointment was to 
the University of Colorado Wesley Foundation in 1965. The family grew with one more baby, Tony.  
Eighteen months later in. 1965, Katy died of sudden heart failure. 

In 1968, Wally married Mary Peace Finley, a former member of Wally’s Methodist Student Fellowship at 
the University of Denver.  At CU-Boulder the exciting and tumultuous years of the 1960s and 1970s 
called for radical ministry and action, trips into the deep south, political demonstrations, and peace 
groups. Wally and Mary led cultural awareness travel to Mexico to afford students opportunities to 
become involved in the wider world. 

After serving 16 years in campus ministry at CU, Wally worked with the American Youth Foundation in 
St. Louis, Missouri and at an AYF youth leadership training camp, Camp Miniwanka, on Lake Michigan. 
 For a decade he pastored the congregation of the Carbondale Community United Methodist Church of 
Carbondale, Colorado, then he retired. Post-retirement, he served for two years as an adjunct pastor 
for the Aspen Chapel, an interim pastor at the Monte Vista United Methodist Church, interim pastor for 
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three more years in Carbondale and two years as chaplain for the Frasier Meadows Retirement 
Community in Boulder, Colorado.  

Wally died on December 29, 2018 in Cancun, Mexico while on vacation.  

Albert W. Scarffe 
September 7, 1925 – December 30, 2018 

Clergy Person 

Albert W. Scarffe was born on September 7, 1925, in Colorado Springs, CO. Albert 
graduated from Bent County High School in Las Animas in 1943, the University of 
Colorado, Boulder in 1946 and Iliff School of Theology in 1949. He earned a 
master’s degree in guidance and counseling from Adams State College in 1977 
and Dr. of Ministry degree from San Francisco Theological Seminary in 1989. He 
married Lois Elaine Welle in Denver in 1949. Lois was an organist who graduated 
from the University of Denver Lamont School of Music in 1949 and was a choir 
director at many of the churches she served with Albert. Together, they served in 
Rocky Mountain United Methodist churches in Saguache, Holly, Price, Utah, 
Merino-Atwood, Fort Collins as associate pastor, Denver, Asbury, Springfield-
Pritchett, Fountain, Pueblo Trinity-Beulah, Denver Alameda Heights, John Collins, 
Interim.  

During his ministry, Albert wrote more than 2,200 sermons and conducted more than 1,500 baptisms, 
funerals and marriages. Albert served as a teacher and counselor at five youth camps for more than 30 
years, where he lead singing with his Ukulele and was befriended by many young people. In 1977, he 
wrote chapter two of the Rocky Mountain Conference history. He led bible study classes in five 
churches and care giving classes in three. He was active in music activities with his wife and son John, 
and were fortunate to put on holiday concerts for members of the retirement communities where they 
stayed. Lois’s parents, Frank and Edith Welle, bought a cabin in Pinecliffe, Co, in the 1940s. Frank was 
a master plumber in Denver, and through the years they turned it from a one-room cabin to a house 
with bedroom, kitchen, two bathrooms and a full basement. Albert and Lois celebrated their 
honeymoon there and many subsequent special times.  

Albert died on December 30, 2018 in Denver, CO.  

Ruth Bollinger 
March 26, 1927 – January 1, 2019 

Spouse 

Ruth C. Bollinger was married to Rev. Homer P. Bollinger in 1956 and together 
they served churches in Sidney, Nebraska, Colorado Springs, Wheat Ridge, and 
Fort Collins, Colorado. Ruth adopted Homer's only child Mary C. Bollinger 
immediately after their marriage.  Ruth was a Social Worker who worked in 
Omaha, Nebraska for the County Assistance Bureau and later for St. Joseph's 
Hospital in a special unit for polio victims.  She enjoyed being an Ombudsman 
and Adoption worker for Larimer County Human Services in Fort Collins. She 
was a lifelong member of the American Association of University Women and 
other service organizations.  
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Fred Stanley Collins 
April 13, 1921 – January 14, 2019 

Clergy Person 

Fred Collins was born April 13, 1921, in Roundup, MT to G. Stanley and Beatrice Notley Collins. He was 
raised in Arvada with siblings Jack and Dorothe. After his mother’s death in 1927, Fred spent some 
time in Laramie attending school at Cathedral Homes. His dad got a job in Edgar, where Fred graduated 
from high school. In 1941 he joined the Army Air Corps. In his life story he called Under My Own Fig 
Tree, he tells of a pending suicide mission trip when he realized the military could not save him. With 
his limited primitive theology, he asked God to save him and get him back from this flight. And in 
return he promised to go to church every Sunday for the rest of his life. God answered his prayer when 
the mission was aborted and he was sent home. He realized God had saved him! He was honorably 
discharged in 1945. 

He returned to Edgar and was best man at his dad’s wedding to Doris in 1944. He gained two siblings, 
Burl and Joan. He kept his promise to God to be in church every Sunday but it was during a week-long 
revival meeting where he finally accepted Christ as his savior.  

He entered Rocky Mountain College in 1948. It was during his college years he answered God’s call into 
full time ministry. He attended Asbury Seminary and fulfilled a need to serve the Methodist church in 
Drummond. During this assignment he went to Supply Pastor’s School in California where he met Mary 
Gruenewald. After a brief courtship, they were married in June 1956.  

Fred and Mary served side by side in Methodist churches in Wibaux, Highwood, Winnett- Grass Range, 
Whitehall-Boulder, Scobey- Redstone- Plentywood, Missoula Grace UMC, Libby, Dutton- Brady. After 33 
years in the ministry, Fred retired in 1986.  

During retirement, Fred and Mary both wrote autobiographies. Fred also wrote several short stories. 
They enjoyed traveling throughout the US.  

Fred died on January 14, 2019  

George Hanabusa 
March 8, 1931 – January 25, 2019 

Clergy Person 

George was born on March 8, 1931 and passed away on Friday, January 25, 2019. 
George was a resident of Utah at the time of passing. He received his theology 
degree from Tokyo Union Theological Seminary and became an ordained pastor. In 
the 90’s, he served the Arvada, Simpson, and the Salt Lake City Church of Christ. He 
retired in 2001.  
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Robert Eldon Hunter 
March 2, 1928 – February 16, 2019 

Clergy Person 

Robert Hunter (Bob) was born on March 2, 1928 in Fort Collins, Bob spent 10 
years as campus minister at CSU, and later served United Methodist 
congregations in Denver, Central City, SW Colorado, and Wyoming. He was 
preceded in death by his first wife, Patria, and his five siblings. He is survived by 
his wife Anne, to whom he was married for 48 years. He is also survived by Steve 
Hunter (Paul Vinette) Cinda (Jim) Polley, Ted Hunter, and Jon Hunter (Lesley 
Kandaras).  

Bob earned degrees from Nebraska Wesleyan, the University of Colorado and the 
Iliff School of Theology. He was an excellent tenor, loved music, including classical 
and jazz, and especially choral and organ church music. He also loved to travel 
and experience new things, and to remember his trip with students to Peru and 
Bolivia while a campus minister. During his campus ministry period in the 60’s he 

went to Hattiesburg, Mississippi to assist with a voter registration drive, gaining a whole new 
perspective into hate and fear.  

Family was of great importance to Bob. He took great pride in the accomplishments of his sons and 
daughter. Bob was intelligent, witty, and thoughtful, passionate about causes, sensitive to others 
needs, and above all caring and loving. 

Bob died on February 16, 2019 in Denver, CO 

Ruth Henard 
Died March 4, 2019 

Spouse  

Ruth grew up in New London, CT and received a B.A. from Connecticut College for 
Women, now Connecticut College. She was a talented musician and was set to 
pursue a career in music theatre, but her priorities shifted when she met and 
married Ralph. A minister's wife from 1944-1972, she was a true ministry partner 
to her husband. Ruth and Ralph served churches in New London, Mystic, and East 
Hartford, Connecticut, Providence and East Greenwich, R.I., Columbus (Bexley), 
Ohio, Indianapolis and Indiana, before serving First United Methodist Church in 
Boulder, CO from 1966-1972.  

When Ralph pursued his doctorate at the University of Colorado, Ruth started a new 
career as the Administrative Coordinator at CLEAR, the Center for Labor Education 
and Research at the University of Colorado, where she became an integral part of 

the work of the center. Ruth is the mother of Joy Henard Bettencourt, Bruce Henard and Paul Henard. 
Ruth's grace and kindness are the real story that defines her life. To the very end of her days, she was 
more concerned for the comfort and well-being of those around her than with her own. She taught us 
all how to age gracefully and independently. Ruth's unwavering wish was to spend her last years and 
days in her own home. It truly can "take a village" to provide a positive experience. During these last 
years, Ruth continued to give as much as she was receiving.  

Ruth died on March 4, 2019 in Boulder, CO.  

 �  of �17 20



Charles Evans “Chuck” Heath  
November 17, 1938 – March 6, 2019 

Clergy Person  

Chuck was born November 17, 1938 in the small cotton town of Rosebud, TX. His 
birth was at home because there was no room in the hospital. Later the family 
moved to Fort Worth, TX, which is where he grew up and graduated from high 
school. Boy Scouts was an important part of Chuck’s life. It introduced him to the 
outdoors. 

After college in Abilene, TX, Chuck was married to Barbara Walker, attended 
seminary at Perkins Theological Seminary in Dallas at Southern Methodist 
University and had a daughter, Donna. 

Chuck pastored churches in Billings, MT in the late 60’s. During that time, he and 
Barbara adopted Todd, Doug, and Wendy. Some years later Barb and Chuck 
divorced. Chuck later married Carol Hopkins Anderson and gained two wonderful 

step-sons. 

Chuck said before his death, “My legacy that I want to leave to Carol, to my kids and step-kids, my 
extended families and my friends, is that I love you deeply. I am so grateful for all that life has brought 
me—the pain and the pleasure that has been part of my growth.” 

Chuck loved being outside in the splendor of the creation and fell in love with the mountains. It was no 
surprise to him that he ended up in Montana. He will be remembered as a healer, listener, and giver of 
love as well as creator of pottery. 

Chuck died at home on March 6, 2019. 

Robert (Bob) Barnes 
January 5, 1923 – March 12, 2019 

Clergy Person 

Bob was born on January 5, 1923, in St. Joseph, Missouri, to Irene and John 
Barnes. He attended school in Kirkwood, Missouri, graduating from Kirkwood 
High School in 1941. Following graduation he served five years in the United 
States Marine Corps during World War II and the Korean War. He became a 
Master Sargent before his honorable discharge in 1952. He received a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Dubuque and a Master of Divinity degree from Iliff 
School of Theology   

He married the love of his life, Eleanor C. (Ellie) Bircher at the Yorba Linda 
Methodist Episcopal Church in July 1958. They celebrated 60 years together in 
2018. They raised two sons, Craig and Brian.  

Bob served churches of Geraldine, Great Falls West Side/Sand Coulee, Hamilton 
Federated, and was the District Superintendent of the Missoula District.   

Bob enjoyed all kinds of music, playing golf and collecting stamps. He loved God, pastoring rural 
churches and his family. The family spent many summers at family camp at Flathead United Methodist 
Camp. 

 �  of �18 20



Bob died on March 12, 2019 in Missoula, Montana at the age of ninety-six.  

Marilyn Bradley-Barber 
October 13, 1936 – March 12, 2019 

Spouse 

Marilyn was born on her family’s farm in South Charleston, Ohio on October 13, 
1936. She received her college diploma from Dennison University.  She spent her 
sophomore year abroad in Paris, France, living near the Bois de Boulogne in 
western Paris, where she walked and rode horses.  After college, Marilyn moved to 
New York City where she worked and sang professionally with her beautiful soprano 
voice.  While in New York, she met the noted violinist Joseph Bernstein, with whom 
she developed a close friendship and professional relationship.  When Joseph 
became seriously ill in the early 1970’s, Marilyn stepped in and became the primary 
caregiver for Joseph’s daughters, Alyssa Bernstein, Alida Margolin, and Zamira 
Bernstein, for a time.  They remained dear friends for the rest of Marilyn’s life. 

Marilyn worked for The United Methodist Church administrative headquarters in 
New York City for many years, where she crossed paths with the Rev. James L. 

“Pete” Barber after he moved from Colorado to New York. Marilyn and Pete hit it off and eventually 
married in 1981.  They were married until Pete died in 1998. 

In 1988, Pete moved back to Colorado to start the United Methodist Foundation in Denver which, at 
that point, did not have a bank account. It took Marilyn nearly a year to tie up loose ends so that she 
could move with her mother and brother to join Pete in Denver, but she eventually made it. Over the 
next 10 years Marilyn and Pete worked together to build the Rocky Mountain United Methodist 
Foundation, and provide practical and spiritual advice to pastors and lay people on all manner of 
issues, especially fundraising.  With Marilyn and Pete’s help, the Foundation’s assets now exceed $45 
million.  After Pete retired from the Methodist Church in the early 1990’s, he and Marilyn continued 
their work under the name of Barber Fundraising Consultants. 

Marilyn developed a wealth and variety of friendships that she maintained throughout her life.  One of 
those friends was Roger Patterson, who was the best man at Marilyn and Pete’s wedding.  Roger 
eventually moved to Colorado and became a part of Marilyn’s life until he predeceased her. 

Marilyn died on March 12, 2019, after a fierce battle with cancer. 

Lenore Muriel (Waters) Truscott 
Dec. 7, 1921-March 19, 2019 

Spouse 

Lenore Truscott was born on December 7, 1921 and was the only child of 
Dolly (Temby) Waters of Elkhorn, MT and Stuart Waters. Lenore endured 
the economic hardships of life brought on by both the Great Depression 
and WWII.  

During her youth she attended Lincoln Elementary, Butte High School and 
then Butte Business College. For many years she was a member of Butte 
Chapter #39 Order of the Eastern Star and the Rebekahs. In 1944 Lenore 
Waters married fellow Butte High School graduate, Glenn Truscott, who by 
then was a US Navy man and WWII veteran. She and their three young 
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sons spent 18 months with him in the Philippine Islands when an assignment took them to the Sangley 
Point Naval Air Base, across the bay from Manila. Lenore and her family would often return to Butte to 
visit her parents and other relatives. She was a devoted daughter and mother.  

Lenore took up a second career as a minister’s wife when Glenn retired in 1960 and the family moved 
to Deer Lodge, Montana, where he was ordained as a Methodist minister. She assisted at all of Glenn’s 
churches by playing piano, teaching Sunday School and directing the choirs. This second career took 
her to many churches and communities throughout western Montana. These were: Townsend, 
Radersberg, Toston, Fromberg, Edger, Roberts, Cascade, Sunnyside, Sand Coulee, Dutton, Brady, and 
finally Anaconda.  

Butte once again became her home when Glenn retired from the ministry in 1983. While attending that 
city’s Mountain View Methodist Church she remained active in the United Methodist Women, children’s 
ministries, and directing the choir. Her service continued at the Clarkston, Washington Methodist 
Church when Lenore and Glenn moved from Butte, to Clarkston in 1998. However, Lenore and Glenn 
continued to travel the globe, mostly on cruise ships. 

Lenore died on March 19, 2019 at age 97, three years after Glenn and their 72 years of marriage. 

Margaret Elaine Cribbs  
January 20, 1921 – April 14, 2019 

Spouse 

Margaret Elaine Cribbs was born on January 20, 1921 in Edinboro, Pennsylvania, to 
Christian Boyd and Alice (Stevenson) Hostettler. She had four siblings. She grew up 
on the family dairy farm and went to a one room school for her first eight years. 
She graduated from high school in 1937, and went to business school in Erie, PA, 
and then to Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. She met her future husband while 
doing summer work at his home church in Dubois, PA. Margaret and Fielding 
“Lamar” Cribbs were married on December 20, 1947. They moved to Danville, KY 
where he was attending Asbury Theological Seminary.  

Margaret and Lamar had four children: Alice Mae Hight, Karen Elaine (John) 
Stoody, David Lamar (Nicole) Cribbs, and Margaret Jeanette “Jean” Hollingsworth. 
The children were raised while they were serving Methodist Churches in Clintonville 

and New Castle, PA; Walsenburg, Monte Vista, Delta, and Aurora, CO. After Lamar’s 
sudden death in 1981, while serving the Methodist Church in Rocky Ford, CO, Margaret moved to 
Pueblo, CO where she worked as a church secretary for several years.  

At the age of 85 she had the blessing of a second marriage to her next door neighbor and friend, Paul 
Laird. They had 6 great years together until he passed away in April of 2012. In 2016, Margaret moved 
to Fort Collins, CO so her daughter Karen could help her out. 

Margaret died on April 14, 2019 at the age of 98. 
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