
Phone:  

MOUNTAIN SKY CONFERENCE 

CONFERENCE CO-LAY LEADER APPLICATION for CANDIDACY PROCESS 

Return by April 10 to registration@mtnskyumc.org or to Shelley Rabern at  MSCUMC,  6110 

Greenwood Plaza Blvd., Greenwood Village, CO 80111-4803.  Please attach photo as well. 

Name:    Gaylene Maka 

Email:  gaylemaka@yahoo.com  

Address:  

Church Membership: First United Methodist of Aurora 

Please list your experience related to this position: Lay Speaker 1997 to now, Chairperson of the 

Finance Committee, Chairperson of the Women’s Committee, Chairperson of Food and 

Nutrition, member of various church committees include finance, worship, fellowship, women, 

youth and Sunday school, and a member of Church Choir.  Delegation to the Annual Conference 

from my district twice in a row. 

What is your vision for the laity in the Mountain Sky Conference?  --limit to 150 words 

My vision for the laity in the Mountain Sky Conference is both spiritually and socially driven.  

Seeing as the mission of our church to make disciples for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we 

are called to touch all members in our conference to help this mission thrive and succeed.  In a 

time, such as today where we are socially different, we are called to treat everyone with 

respect and dignity because we are all children of the Most High and Righteous God. 

I’ve seen many things through the lens of life, being a wife, a mother, and a grandmother by the 

age of fifty-one. Being able to share God’s word and joy with my family has been fulfilling in 

many ways. Born and raised in Tonga, I was taught at a very early age the Great stories of God.  

After moving to Hawai’i in my early adulthood, I kept God’s word close to my heart and to this 

day, I’ve let it grow and blossom into my love for God. My vision is that more young women and 

children will learn to keep God close to them and let His love absorb them.   

What are your gifts to accomplish this vision? 

Being in the grocery industry with a management position for over 20 years and with the 

banking industry for more than 10 years, I bring to our conference real world business 

experiences.  I am very well in working with people and finding a solution to make things 

function efficiently.  I love to work with people who have great ideas that benefit the 

conference, the district, and the local church.  Also, with experiences from the church setting in 



both spiritual and committee organizations will help me work with our conference for the 

better of our United Methodist Church.  Having the background of a Tongan-American can also 

prove to bring diversity among our congregation. 

 

 

 

 

What do you see as God’s yearning for us as the “church” in the 21st Century? 

I really believe that God is calling us to be a “one church.”  The Church is the body of Christ on 

earth and it is our responsibility to treat every soul with respect and dignity.  The theme of 

Open Mind Open Heart Open Doors should be the top of our mission to welcome every soul to 

our church.   

 

 

I have read the 2016 Book of Discipline pages 419-420, paragraph 607, on the responsibilities of Lay Leaders,  and 

the MSC  Guiding Policies and Procedures C400 and C401 on the election of Conference Co-Lay Leaders in the 

Mountain Sky Conference.   I have prayerfully considered this calling and commit to fulfill the responsibilities. 

Signature 


