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The Church Today 

Things have shifted — our culture, our churches, our communities. 
We all know that. This Session helps us to understand better the 
lifecycle of organizations, the possibility of resurrection in our 
churches, and the challenge associated with asking the question, 
Where did everyone go? 
This Session is designed for a group to dig deeper into our new 
reality (60-90 minutes depending on conversation). 

Part 1: All Living Things Die 

Watch Video:  All Living Things Die  

The church is a living thing because it is made up of living things. Much like the 
many living parts that work in harmony to make up your body, so the church is 
made up of various living parts to make up the body of Christ. Also, like all living 
things, congregations have a life cycle that begins at birth, moves through 
adolescence and adulthood, then on to maturity, then eventually death. Not to 
say that the whole body of Christ will someday cease, but even the 
congregations of the Apostle Paul existed for only a finite amount of time.

The life cycle of the church is not an issue to be solved; it just is. While our 
current culture might idealize the young, growing old is not a condition to be 
treated. It is simply part of life. We should no more look at aging congregations 
and say they failed than we should say the same about aging people.

Notes 

Page �  of �2 8



Group Discussion Questions: 

Where do you see your church in its life cycle?


In what ways have you changed how you use the space in your church building 
over time?
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Part 2: We Are Not the People of Resuscitation  

Watch Video:  Not the People of Resuscitation 

When we recognize ourselves to be on the downward side of the life-cycle hill, 
our first temptation is to try to crawl back up. This takes the form of saying 
things like, “If only we had a stronger youth group.” Or, “Our church was 
stronger when our adult Sunday school was full.” Instead of trying to discern 
who our church needs to be today, we nostalgically attempt to recreate the past. 
Unfortunately, this almost never works. Instead it drains us of resources and 
time.


As Christians, we serve a resurrected Lord, not a resuscitated one. The Jesus 
we encounter in the final part of the gospels is somehow different than the Jesus 
before. He’s the same as the Jesus who went to the cross but somehow he is 
also different. He is resurrected. He has been made new.
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Notes 

Group Discussion Questions: 

What vision or purpose founded your church? Does that vision or purpose still 
exist today?


Where have you seen or experienced resurrection in your life?
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Part 3: Where Did Everyone Go? 

Watch Video: Where Did Everyone Go 



Identity? 19991 20092

Spiritual 30% 30%

Religious 54% 9%

Spiritual & Religious 6% 48%

Neither 9% 9%

Page �  of �6 8
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Percentage of “nones” per state.



“Nones” on the rise 

Notes


Group Discussion Questions: 

List all of the activities available in your community on Sunday morning.


Where would you go to interact with the “nones”?


State “Nones” 2008 “Nones” 2014
USA (overall) 15% 23%
Montana (8) 21% 30%
Wyoming (15) 28% 26%
Colorado 21% 29%
Utah (26) 14% 22%
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The Church Today 

Session Outline 
60-90 minutes total


Part 1. All Living Things Die	 	 	 

Watch Video: All Living Things Die 	 	 	 	 	 10:12 min

	 (The Church Today - All Living Things Die)


Group Discussion Questions	 	 	 	 	 	 10-15 min


Part 2.  We Are Not the People of Resurrection


Watch Video: Not the People of Resuscitation	 	 	    7:15 min

	 (The Church Today - Not the People of Resuscitation)


Group Discussion Questions	 	 	 	 	 	 10:15 min


Part 3.  Where Did Everyone Go?


Watch Video: Where Did Everyone Go	 	 	 	 11:26 min

	 (The Church Today - Where Did Everyone Go)


Group Discussion Questions	 	 	 	 	 	 10-15 min
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