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Rocky Mountain Conference of The United Methodist Church  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

Monday, August 14, 2017   10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Voting Members Attending:   JR Casner, Greg Fisher, Neena Hagans, Michele Kaminsky, Scott 
Schiesswohl, Paul Smith and Al Strauss.  Voting Members Absent:   Mark Jackson and Ruth Ann 
Russell.   
Non-Voting Members Attending:  Paul Kottke (Cabinet Rep), Noreen Keleshian (Treasurer and 
Benefits Officer), Richard Marsh (Chancellor).  Also participating, for parts of the meeting: Jeff 
Rainwater, Wyoming District Superintendent; Rev. Stephanie Price, Frank Garred and Dave 
Stephens, representing The Land Corporation; and Kristi Kinnison, Rocky Mountain United 
Methodist Foundation. 
  
President Neena Hagans called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  Al Strauss, who was elected to 
the Board of Trustees at the Annual Conference in June, was introduced.  
 
Paul Kottke provided the devotion, reflecting on the Celtic tradition, and its reverence for God in 
nature, and on the diversity found in nature, providing a fresh expression of God’s presence. 
 
Neena Hagans asked for approval of the agenda. After a motion and second, the agenda was 
unanimously approved. 
      
Election of Officers.  On a motion made by Scott Schiesswohl and seconded by JR Casner, the 
Board of Trustees elected the following individuals as officers of the Board of Trustees for the 
coming year:  Neena Hagans, President; Michele Kaminsky, Vice President; Ruth Ann Russell, 
Secretary; and Noreen Keleshian, Treasurer.  
 
Consideration of Status of Midwest Community UMC   
Jeff Rainwater presented a proposal for the closure of Midwest Community UMC.  The proposal is 
being made in response to a request from the church to withdraw from The United Methodist 
Church because the congregation is not in agreement with the current practices, theology or identity 
of The United Methodist Church or The Rocky Mountain Conference.  Jeff summarized the history 
of the congregation, which had originally been a community church in a town owned by Midwest 
Oil Company (which also initially owned the church building), and which became part of The 
United Methodist Church in 1974.  The church became a member of the Yellowstone Annual 
Conference in 1977, then returned to the Rocky Mountain Conference in 1991. The church has a 
membership of approximately nine, and worship attendance averages 19.  It is current on its 
financial obligations to the conference other than connectional giving, which it has been 
withholding.  The sanctuary is in serviceable condition, but the rest of the building is not in good 
condition.  The pastor is Tracy Sutherland, a Certified Lay Minister, who has led the congregation 
since July 2010. 
 
Jeff proposed to the Board of Trustees that the congregation be permitted to close or to withdraw 
from The United Methodist Church, and that the building be transferred to the congregation in 
exchange for a payment sufficient to satisfy the obligations owing to the conference. 
 
Executive Session: At 10:20 a.m., on a motion made by JR Casner and seconded by Scott 
Schiesswohl, the Board of Trustees entered into Executive Session for legal advice on matters 
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relating to the proposed withdrawal. While in Executive Session, the Board of Trustees discussed 
the process and the requirements under the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church and related 
matters, but did not take formal action.  The Executive Session was adjourned at 11:09 a.m.  
 
Jeff was asked to provide a copy of the deed to Rich Marsh. Jeff will also talk with Anita Saas, the 
Yellowstone Conference Treasurer, to identify potential liabilities owed to Yellowstone pastors.      
 
Presentation on The Land Corporation 
Rev. Stephanie Price, Frank Garred  (The Land Corporation Board President) and Dave Stephens 
(Board Treasurer) then joined the meeting to provide an update on the activities of The Land 
Corporation, which is developing an alternative ministry, supported by New Church Development 
Committee, planned for land currently owned by Denver Metropolitan Ministries.  The Land 
Corporation received a grant of $250,000 from the Legacy Fund for development work.  The site 
plan for the property was approved by the City of Aurora in July 2017, and the next step is to initiate 
a capital campaign for $150,000 in matching funds to complete the first phase of the development 
plan.  They have an annual worship service with average attendance of 22, have developed a work 
plan for the property, and anticipate breaking ground within the coming year. They have an annual 
meeting, and the Board meets quarterly. Their vision is to be a self-sustaining worship community 
within 10 years.  
 
Frank summarized discussions concerning the land transfer, and reported that he is working on 
amendments to the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws that would incorporate provisions 
consistent with The United Methodist Discipline, in lieu of proposed changes to the Bylaws. He also 
mentioned that they would welcome having a member of the Conference Board of Trustees on The 
Land Corporation’s board of directors. They would like to complete the land transfer, by a deed that 
will include the standard trust clause, by November.  In response to a question, Frank confirmed 
that potential donors would not have any concerns with the trust clause in the deed. 
 
Review and Approve May 8, 2017 Meeting Minutes. JR Casner moved and Michele Kaminsky 
seconded a motion to approve the May 8, 2017 minutes. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Feedback from Annual Conference 
Michelle reported on discussions and other communications at Annual Conference relating to the 
proposed changes to the standing rule relating to the use or disposition of property of a closed local 
church. Some individuals expressed concern that the Trustees were not retaining control over the 
funds.  Rich Marsh was able to provide assurance that the Trustees were retaining their fiduciary 
responsibility over the funds. The changes were then presented to the Annual Conference for 
approval, and were approved without comment. The Board of Trustees also discussed the 
appropriateness of having a member of the Trustees serve on the New Church Development 
Committee. Noreen will ask Mark Jackson if he will accept this role. 
 
Investment Committee Recommendations 
Kristi Kinnison joined the meeting to discuss recommendations from the Investment Committee of 
the Council on Finance and Administration concerning the investment of funds held by the Board 
of Trustees.  The Rocky Mountain United Methodist Foundation, which is the custodian of certain 
funds held by the Board of Trustees, has developed a set of investment alternatives for funds of 
which it is the custodian, including a balanced fund, a fixed income fund, and an equity fund. Kristi 
explained as institutional investors, the Foundation tends toward balanced investing, consistent with 
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the Uniform Prudent Management of Investment Funds Act (UPMIFA), which provides guidance 
on how to invest responsibly. The balanced fund is consistent with UPMIFA; the fixed income and 
equity funds are more on the extremes. The Board also discussed with Kristi the history and 
composition of the balanced fund. She presented performance year-to-date. The Foundation also 
started the Methodists Helping Methodists Fund in 1961, which makes loans to churches.  
 
Noreen and Kristi reported they had determined that under the terms of the McKenna Estate the 
appropriate investment vehicle for the bequest gift is the Methodists Helping Methodists Fund. The 
Investment Committee recommends that the bequest be invested through this fund, with 20% of 
the estate invested in notes maturing in each of the next five years, and the amount received on 
maturity then invested in a five year note. Kristi reviewed a sheet documenting the current and 
recommended investment strategy for each of the funds managed by the Trustees. We discussed the 
use of the funds in the Church Sale Transition Fund and whether we can set a threshold for the 
amount to be invested in the money market fund, with the remainder earning a higher yield.  
 
On a motion made by Paul Smith and seconded by JR Casner, the Board of Trustees ratified the 
investment recommendations. On a motion made by Paul Smith and seconded by Scott 
Schiesswohl, the Board of Trustees ratified the recommended approach for investing the bequest 
gift from the McKenna Estate.  
 
Buckhorn Camp Updates 
JR Casner reported that the only remaining construction item is the adult retreat lodge, but 
construction has been delayed due to a dispute with the contractor. Church Mutual has agreed to 
release the entire hold back. We are still working with Church Mutual to attempt to recover the cost 
of the fire suppression system, which is an addition required by code and estimated to cost $43,000.  
From an operations standpoint, the camp had a very busy summer and is in good shape financially. 
 
Property Updates 
DeBeque Church-Noreen Keleshian confirmed that the sale of the DeBeque church closed the 
first of June. The church was sold for $40,000. 
 
James Memorial UMC Parsonage and Church.  Noreen reported that the sale of the parsonage 
in Hudson closed, but that there has not been interest in the church. She will work with the realtor 
to determine whether and when we should reduce the asking price.    
 
The Land Corporation and Denver Metropolitan Ministries-The Board of Trustees discussed 
the request that a member of the Trustees participate on The Land Corporation’s board. The Board 
of Trustees concluded that an individual could participate if he or she is interested, but no member 
should be obligated to participate. It is more efficient to link the Trustees with our new church starts 
by including a member of the Trustees on the New Church Development Committee.  
 
On a motion made by Scott Schiesswohl and seconded by Greg Fisher, the Board of Trustees 
appointed Al Strauss as a member of the Board of Denver Metropolitan Ministries. He joins Ruth 
Ann Russell and Scott Schiesswohl as voting members of the Board. Noreen will investigate whether 
we can transfer ownership of the existing oil and gas lease to the Rocky Mountain Conference, 
which would enable us to dissolve Denver Metropolitan Ministries as a corporation. 
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First UMC, Aurora Property and Funding Request-Rich reported that he is working on loan 
documents for the $28,000 loan to the church approved at the May meeting. On a motion made by 
Scott Schiesswohl and seconded by Al Strauss, the Board of Trustees approved a five year term, 
without interest, recognizing that an extension could be granted if necessary. 
 
Montclair UMC –Paul Kottke reported on a transition at Montclair UMC. Lauren Chance Boyd 
was appointed there 7/1/2016. The existing congregation has been declining, and Lauren has been 
working to start a new congregation. The existing congregation has decided that it will hold its last 
service on September 3. Paul proposed a process similar to what was followed at Alameda Heights 
with Gracia Divina, and St. Paul’s Denver with Belong. Management and control of the property 
and remaining funds of Montclair UMC will be transferred to the Trustees, and then the building 
will be transferred to the new congregation once it is established. The Board of Trustees discussed 
the closure process under The United Methodist Discipline, paragraph 2549.3b. Paul Kottke will 
provide the appropriate documentation to the Trustees in November. 
 
Warren Building-Noreen reported that things are progressing, and she and Paul are exploring how 
to address the deferred maintenance and window coverings.  
 
Gracia Divina-Some deferred maintenance issues will need to be addressed. 
 
Belong/St. Paul’s- the new congregation is meeting, and work on the building is moving ahead. 
 
Property and Liability Insurance 
Safety Meeting July 11, 2017-Neena Hagans reported that our claims experience was good in 2016 
and has been good this year, with the exception of wind and hail damage. The incidence of slip and 
fall claims is lower. Church Mutual is making free water sensors available to most churches.    
 
Implementation of New Billing Arrangements-Noreen noted that we expect most churches to 
pay the premium in full by November 30th. Price UMC had notified us that it cannot afford its 
insurance premium and obtained an alternative quote, but cannot afford that either. The Conference 
is paying the premium for Price and the church pays us $100 per month towards the arrearage.  
 
Wind and Hail Deductible Matching-Noreen reported that the Trustees have paid out $147,000 
for claims to date, and has a pending $40,000 request from Broomfield UMC.   
 
Other Risk Management Issues-Noreen Keleshian reported that two churches (Park Hill UMC 
and Mancos UMC) have declared themselves to be sanctuary churches. Church Mutual has been 
notified, and has indicated that it will not affect coverage. 

 
Treasurer’s Report-We reviewed and discussed the Property Fund 40 and Trustee Fund Balance 
reports as of June 30, 2017.   
 
Chancellor’s Report 
Executive Session: At 2:59 p.m., on a motion made by Scott Schiesswohl and seconded by JR 
Casner, the Board of Trustees entered into Executive Session to discuss the settlement of the 
Church Mutual litigation. While in Executive Session, Rich Marsh advised the Board of Trustees that 
the litigation had been settled. The terms of the settlement are confidential, and the settlement 
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payment has been made. The Board of Trustees did not take formal action while in Executive 
Session. The Executive Session was adjourned at 3:01 p.m.    
 
Richard Marsh provided an update on the Tongan litigation. The court has ordered that the Tongan 
UMC owns all the property. The order has been appealed to the Utah Supreme Court, and will 
probably be heard in a year. A hearing is scheduled in September to determine whether the Free 
Wesleyan congregation is entitled to share the use of the church during the appeal process and if so, 
the terms of their usage.  
 
Rich also reported that Washington Park UMC had been sued by a neighboring HOA concerning an 
air handling unit placed in the alley, and that the church had prevailed at trial. 
 
Other Business-Neena and Noreen reported on the activities of the Property, Assets, Legal Task 
Force of the Mission-Shaped Future Process, relating to the combination of the Rocky Mountain 
and Yellowstone Conferences. This task force is working to present a proposal at the next Annual 
Conference (which will be a combined meeting of the two conferences). The task force will be 
requesting input from Rich Marsh and the Yellowstone Chancellor soon. 
 
Noreen also reported that the Conference is looking to fill the three open Board of Trustee 
positions, with one clergy and two lay women. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:23 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting Dates: 
November 13, 2017 
February 12, 2018 
May 14, 2018   
 
Minutes submitted by Paul Smith, Member, Board of Trustees  


