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Dear Friends, 
25 years!!! 
On August 4, 1989 we arrived in Kano, Nigeria with our 10-
year-old son and 8-year-old daughter.  We had 50 pieces 
of checked luggage (10 boxes of Elementary English books 
for the local school).  It was challenging to anticipate our 
needs for the next 3 years, especially hard was 
determining what size shoes and clothing the children 
would need; so, we purchased sneakers and clothes in 3 
sizes. We assumed our work responsibilities immediately 
with no orientation or language classes.  Evelyn ran a 
medical/dental clinic at Hillcrest School Dispensary and 
Teri served as the Area Financial Representative of the 
General Board of Global Ministries. He managed a guest 

house and did a lot of shopping for people “down bush” 
and then got the goods on the mission plane and lorries.  
Today, our hearts grieve for the traumas endured by the 
Nigerians because of the Boko Haram and now the scourge 
of Ebola.  We rejoice to hear of the phenomenal growth 
of the churches. 
 

In the fall of 1995, we settled into Scotland, South Dakota 
to await our next appointment.  We arrived on a Friday 
and on that Sunday morning the pastor of the Scotland and 
Tyndall churches had a seizure. Sadly she was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor and died a few months later. We were 
asked to be the interim pastors of the two churches.  
 

On January 15, 1996 we began our service in Russia.  
Evelyn started the Moscow Bible College for laity and Teri 
resumed duties as the Area Financial representative.  It 
was exciting to be part of the early developmental stages 
of the Eurasia United Methodist Church. The experiences 
from living in Moscow in the tumultuous years of President 
Yeltsin make for marvelous stories. Ministering with the 
new leadership and laity of the UMC will be cherished. 
When we arrived there were 27 fledgling churches and a 
newly organized seminary. By 2006 there were more than 
100 churches and a seminary and Bible College with a 
national staff and leadership. 
In June of 1999, after Anna graduated from high school 
(Andrew graduated in 1998), the General Board of Global 
Ministries asked us to extend ministry to Lithuania. We 
spent one week each month to serve there.  In 2000 Latvia 
was added to our portfolio. Every month for seven years 
we traveled between the 3 countries. It was an exhausting 
regime that was sustained only by the knowledge that 
what we were doing was instrumental to the nurturing 
faith of the re-organization of the United Methodist 
church in these post-soviet countries.  
 

In August 2006 our ministry was change to be exclusively 
with Lithuania and Latvia.  
 

From 2007 to 2008 we were Mission Interpreters for the 
Northeast Jurisdiction and resided in Manhattan, New 
York. It was a year spent, not only visiting churches and 
advocating for the diverse ministries of the UMC around 
the world and at home, but we used it as a time for 
discerning what, where, and how God wanted to use us 
next.  
 

On July 6, 2008 we arrived in Ketchikan, Alaska thinking 
we were to be co-pastors of a congregation that was 
seeking a pastor/s who would guide them through the 
discernment process for the revitalization of itself and the 
community. To our surprise, a primary focus has been the 
establishment of the First City Homeless Services Day 
Shelter which is housed in the fellowship hall of the 
church.  
 
DAY SHELTER 

Your gifts through the Advance #3020487 – 
Downtown Ministries helps purchase the Saturday 

lunches – thank you. 
The most recent Day Shelter development is a grant from 
the Borough that has allowed the day shelter to expand its 
days of operation. As of September 1, the hours are now 
8:30am – 4:30pm six days a week. Talk has already begun 
about the possibility of being open on Sundays. The church 



is in the process of discerning whether it can house the 
day shelter 7 days a week.  People are homeless 24/7 - 
there is a need.   
 

When you consider that we live on a small island, and 
people have to either take a ferry or airplane to get here, 
the numbers of hungry and homeless people are 
disconcerting. Between June and August, 205 individuals 
came to the shelter. They were offered a self-serve 
breakfast, a shower with hygiene items, clean clothes, 
assistance with finding employment and housing. 286 
Saturday Brown Bag lunches were prepared. 
 
KETCHIKAN HOSTEL 
As has been done every year, we converted the Sunday 
school rooms into a hostel from June 1 to August 31.  
People stay for $20 per night ($25 if you want sheets and 
towels).  We were blessed by having Paul and Patty 
Caseman from Arizona volunteer to be hostel managers for 
the first half of the season.  They put in a lot of extra 
effort the 3 weekends we had American Legion baseball 
teams stay.  Then Marvin Jones from Idaho came for three 
weeks.  Being a restless person, Marvin found time to do 
some much-needed maintenance work.  Linda Shoup came 
for the last 3 weeks of the season.  Her accounting skills 
came in handy in reconciling the books at the end of the 
season. 
 

This year was a banner year for the hostel.  We had guests 
from 28 states and 12 countries for a total of 534 
guests. Additionally, there were 3 American Legion 
baseball teams. 
 

What pleases us about ministry at First UMC is the 
determined attitude of the congregation regarding the use 
of the facilities. The building is to be in ministry to the 
needs of the community and it will be used to welcome 
people 7 days a week. 
 
FAMILY 
The summer went by so quickly for us. In late May our son, 
Andrew, and his daughter Emma, came from Lithuania for 
3 weeks.  Jolita was great with child so she and Ella stayed 
home. Wesley Walter Erbele was born July 15. 
Our daughter, Anna, came with her two children, Emily 
and Julian for the month of August.  We spent 5 days with 
them on Prince of Wales Island in a wonderful Forest 
Service cabin. Dave, Kristen, Hannah and Aiden Markay 
arrived on the ferry from Bellingham, WA and spent 5 
nights in the hostel.  We served together as missionaries 
in Lithuania.  They are now pastoring churches in Great 
Britain.  Jim and Nancy Gulley stopped in to visit with 
some friends for a couple hours while their cruise ship was 
in port.  We knew them from our time in Nigeria.  Ev’s 
cousin, Chickie, also came with 4 friends. 
 
It is always a delight to visit with the many strangers who 
come by to check out the church and our ministry while in 
Ketchikan. On average there are 2-12 cruisers every 
Sunday in worship. We thank them for, “Making worship 
as one of your Ketchikan must-see tours.” The Easter 
Totem Pole which we raised last year is photographed 
several times every day. 
 

The season is now winding down and we will be getting 
our town back.  There are 735,000 people in Alaska.  Our 

little community of 13,000 has nearly a million people 
come on the cruise ships in 5 months. 
 
ITINERATION 
Part of our job description as missionaries is to itinerate 
every few years. We look forward to this time of renewing 
acquaintances and saying thank you in person for the 
support we receive.  
 

We will be in NYC at Global Ministries from Oct. 7-9.  
Then we travel by Amtrak to speak in New England Oct 12 
to Oct 17.  
If you would like us to visit your congregation in that area, 
please contact Sam Johnson of Wells, Maine at 
sjohnson@bu.edu 
 

From there we fly to Redwood Falls, MN for Oct. 19.  
 

Then it is on to the Dakotas. Oct 20 to Nov. 9 we will be 
crisscrossing the Dakotas all the way from Minot, ND to 
Yankton, SD. Jodi Cataldo is coordinating our Dakota 
speaks. Please contact her at: 
 www.jodicataldo@yahoo.com  
 

We are very grateful to Sam and Jodi for agreeing to 
coordinate all our engagements. 
 
Should you feel led to participate in our ministry 
financially our  

Advance Numbers for your financial gifts: 
Alaska UM Churches  # 931027 
Evelyn’s Salary Support # 10832Z 
Teri’s Salary Support  # 10831Z 
Downtown Ministry – Day Shelter  #3020487 

 
With much gratitude we thank you for your prayers and 
support. 

 

Teri and Evelyn Erbele 

erbele@gmail.com everbele@yahoo.com 
 
PO Box 8515 / 400 Main Street 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 
 

At the end of 
the summer 
cruise and 
fishing season 
many 
businesses 
donate surplus 
food to the 
shelter. 
The guys are 
unloading 1 of 
3 pallets of 
frozen food 
from Alaska 
Seafood. 
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