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Christmas: Same Call in a Changing 
Context  

 
This year, we continue to make adjustments as a 
family split in three locations. I am in Cambodia along 
with Kyle, our youngest. Kim, our oldest, is in 
Bangkok. And Jomil is in Manila. Finding the time to 
be together is difficult given our busy work 
schedules. On occasion we are able to meet up, as 
we did during the summer at an old family friend’s 
wedding in the Philippines. It has not been as easy 
transition to this arrangement particularly for Jomil 
and I who are closing in on our 25th anniversary.  
 
Although difficult, the physical separation has been an 
ideal opportunity for each of us to figure out how 
God wants to grow us as individuals, and how to find 
meaning, and the drive to live an abundant life, 
beyond the familiar space of family.  As Jesus Christ 
himself declared, “If anyone comes to me and does 
not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 
own life, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26).  In 
the end, family too will pass away and what we will 
have left is God and His good plans for us. As Moses 
and David discovered, finding God is often best done 
alone in the wilderness. 
 
For our sons, Kim and Kyle, the question of purpose 
is important as they navigate their twenties trying to 
determine what educational and career paths they 
will take. For Jomil and I, however, the question has 
not ceased to be relevant. As Christians for over 
nearly three decades, this is the time for us to ask 
God how we can be a blessing to younger Christians, 
particularly those who are just starting their life as 
married couples. In other words, he is posing to us 
the question, “what type of legacy do you want to 
leave behind?” 
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I believe that in every moment, God is always asking 
each of us what we will strive for in this life. Will it be 
for wealth? A great body? The acquisition of power? 
Career fulfillment? Pleasure? Vanity? Fun? Vendettas? Or 
some other alluring idol that will show its ugly colors 
only after it has fooled us long enough to tame our 
hunger for deep significance. 
 
The Gospel’s simple message is of course the antithesis 
and antidote to all these vain strivings. For God to love 
us unconditionally is to suggest that we can name and 
put to death our idols since we depend on a greater 
Source for our significance. More than that, the Gospel 
implies that we are free to love and accept ourselves 
and other people in the same way that God loves us – 
with utmost care and divine guidance, despite being 
creatures of profoundly weak moral character.  
Ultimately, the Gospel suggests that the deepest 
meaning we can derive from life is to figure out how to 
understand and express God’s unconditional love to 
ourselves and to the people we meet throughout the 
day.  
 
Joshua responded to God’s call by declaring, “but as for 
me and my house we will serve the Lord." It is my hope 
that each member of my family answers in the same 
way. This is also my hope for all of you who continue to 
partner with us in Cambodia, that you may never cease 
to ask God what your purpose is as one of his beloved 
children. Thank you for your continued support and 
generosity. 
 
We wish everyone a peaceful holiday season and a great 
start to the coming year. 
 
Grateful partners, 
 
Ken, Jomil, Kim & Kyle 
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Jesus the Bridge Builder  

Written by Kim Cruz 
 

Jesus, among many things, is about reconciliation. He is 
our key to reconcile with God and with man. This 
Christmas, I want to focus on Jesus and reconciliation. 

 
100 years ago in December of 1914, soldiers along the 
cold and infamous trenches of WWI ceased fire as a 
truce was called. Over the week leading up to 
Christmas, the pleasantries between the opposing sides 
had grown as they exchanged gifts and sang songs to one 
another, and even going so far as to play games of soccer 
with each other. Over this short period of time, a 
number of lives were touched and spirits restored. Sadly, 
this truce was short lived, and soon after the it was 
called off, it was as if the whole thing had never 
happened, as chaos shrouded the trenches once again. 
 
This real life story is a great metaphor of our attempts 
to reconcile with man and God. It is about how we can 
try our best on our own strength, only to fail from the 
magnitude of the task. Our strength alone does not reap 
lasting reconciliation, with man or with God.  
 
Because reconciliation is hard, it is not a one-time act, 
but the daily maintenance of relationships. It takes 
persistence, and strength that we do not possess. When 
things are good, when things are easy, and reality is 
suspended… in times like Christmas, maintaining those 
relationships can be straightforward. I mean, how often 
do we see that annoying relative anyway? And wouldn’t 
we just best be served by making nice until the holidays 
are over? However, when reality hits, reconciliation is 
set within the trenches of everyday life, and it can be 
hard to call a truce, and much easier to fight. 
 
So I invite you to see Christmas as not only a time of 
reconciliation, but the starting point for it. Let it be a 
time to invite Jesus the reconciler to take his place as 
the bridge between God and man, and the bridge among 
men.  
 
A Merry Christmas to all! 
 
Read more about our work at 
http://chad-cambodia.blogspot.com/  
Support our work with a donation through The 
Advance at your local church or 
http://www.advancinghope.org 
Missionary Advance # 3019583 
CHAD Program Advance # 14916A   
Healthcare Access Advance # 3020542 
 
Email: kennedyocruz@gmail.com 
Mailing Address: Kennedy O. Cruz 
General Board of Global Ministries 
P.O. Box 2493 
Phnom Penh 3, CAMBODIA 

A Blessed Christmas and A Peaceful New Year to All!!! 
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