
 
 
 

UMW members and friends,  

Janet Ulrich, the Western Mtns. District President Elect, wrote up a recap of 

the Mountain Sky UMW annual meeting held in Salt Lake City last month. 

Please share this with your unit members. Thank you Janet for keeping us all 

informed. 

Annual Gathering 2019  

Salt Lake City  

October 24-26, 2019 

This was a historic event – the merging of Yellowstone and Rocky Mountain 

UMW conferences into the first Annual Gathering of the Mountain Sky 

Conference UMW! As incoming president of the Western Mountains District, it 

was my privilege to represent the District as well as my local unit, Epworth 

UMW (Kalispell)! 

The meeting started on Thursday, October 24, at Crystal Inn, with a gathering 

of the new leadership team for the new conference. Highlights for me were: 

· Many local units will need to change EIN numbers beginning in 2020, 

because of the formation of the new conference. If your unit is currently using 

your church’s EIN, this is a good time to change. Guidance on this process 

will be sent to each local unit treasurer. 



· Both legacy conferences had identifying items worn at regional and national 

meetings (Yellowstone – headbands, Rocky Mountain – vests). Something 

new may be chosen in the future. 

· Each district gave a report. Western Mountains president Laurie Ball 

reported that our district had raised it’s pledge to mission by over $5,000 each 

year! 

· Winter conference leadership team meeting will be in Denver, date to be 

determined shortly. 

· Reading Program – the future of this program is in question. The 2020 list 

has been published and should be highlighted in the January Response 

magazine. 

· District leadership is going to have to take a larger role in UMW’s future! 

The second day was a day of leadership training and/or Ubuntu projects. 

Leadership training was held at Christ UMC. (I had previously been to both 

Crossroads and UMCOR West, so I choose to attend leadership training, to 

see what was new in as many areas as possible.) The three Ubuntu choices 

were: 

· Crossroads Urban Center – a site visit. 

· UMCOR West – also a site visit. 

· Days for Girls, which worked on sewing bags at Christ UMC. 

The third day was the actual Celebration and business meeting, at Christ 

UMC, as well as six satellite locations around the new conference. Highlights 

included: 

· Musical celebration led by Rev. DeLyn Celec. There were several wonderful 

times of singing old and new songs and hymns! 



 · Election of officers, approval of standing rules, and budget (mission pledge - 

$170,000). 

· A memorial service honoring those women who had passed away since fall 

of 2018. 

· A report on the Legacy Fund. The new conference’s goal is to raise 

$135,000 in the next five years. More than 20 attendees pledged to give 

$1,000 over 5 years, to kick off the goal! 

· The celebration included a presentation of prints commissioned by Stacey 

King and Ellie Young, legacy presidents of the two conferences. 

The weekend concluded with worship and a communion service. Plan to 

attend an Annual Gathering in the future! 

Janet Ulrich, Western Mountains District 


