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Purpose of United 

Methodist Women 

 

The organized Unit of 

United Methodist 

Women shall be a 

community of women 

whose PURPOSE is to 

know God and to 

experience freedom as 

whole persons through 

Jesus Christ; to develop 

a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to 

expand concepts of 

mission though 

participation in the 

global ministries of the 

church. 

Fall District Meeting 
Plan now to attend the Big Horn District or is it the Eastern Montana, Yellowstone Legacy 

or no, maybe the Montana/Wyoming Mountain Sky, well whatever we are called, we are 
United Methodist Women on a mission and that is our topic in Pine Creek.  The fall district 
meeting entitled, “Education to Mission….Mission to Action” will begin with a light breakfast 
and registration at 8:30 am on Saturday, September 21, 2019 at the Pine Creek United 
Methodist Church.  

The program is devoted entirely to education for and about mission.  You will want to 
bring a notebook and bring a friend for this special topic.  The day will also include a business 
meeting and adopting the budget along with installation of officers for 2020, of course, some 
great books to read and fellowship to include a devotion and communion. 

This lovely little church is set just miles away from Livingston with a great back yard and a 
view of the Yellowstone River Valley and the mountains of Yellowstone Park.  The ladies of 
Pine Creek are looking forward to hosting this event.  Look for the registration with other 
pertinent information in this edition of the Spark.   The registration will include motels in 
Livingston but some of the team is camping at Luccock Park that Friday night.  If you want to 
join them, please contact Bertha Roylance about that at 406-222-0655.     

“Education to 

Mission…. 

Mission to Action”  

Committee of Nominations 

We are searching for nominees to serve on the District Mission Team.  As of now we have 
received permission for the following to serve in these offices: President, Karen Hawkinson; 
Education and Interpretation, Diane Martin; Social Action, Judy Jones; Treasurer, Patti 
Keebler; Membership Nurture and Outreach, Robyn Wood; and those serving on the 
Committee on Nominations Lou Bennett, and Leda Lester.  Bertha Roylance has been helping 
us this year, also.   

We are still looking for women who are willing to serve in the following capacities: 
Recording Secretary, Secretary of Program Resources, Spiritual Growth Coordinator, Vice 
President, and additional members on the Committee on Nominations. 

We know that someone in Big Horn District is willing to serve in these capacities and invite 
those interested to contact a member of the current CON to confirm their willingness.  You 
may call Leda at 1-307-856-1119.  Please leave your name and number if no answer. 
Leda Lester, Chair CON 

Proverbs 6:20b 
And do not 
forsake the teaching 
of your mother;  

President’s Message 
Summer greetings to everyone.  I hope your summer is going ‘swimmingly’ well.  The way 

time flies, though it is time to begin thinking of Mission U in August and the Fall Gathering in 
Pine Creek in September.   

Mission U will be a great time of learning with “Practicing Resurrection:  The Gospel of 
Mark and Radical Discipleship” and “Women United for Change:  150 Years in Mission”.  Both 
are great reading, so plan to attend and learn even more.   

September 21st will bring our Fall Gathering in Pine Creek UMC, just south of Livingston.  
This will be a heartwarming time in the little church in the mountain valley.  Fall colors should 
be creeping into the forests by then, so expect beautiful scenes both inside and outside of 
the church. 
Yours in Christ, Karen Hawkinson BHD President 
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Visit our new website at:  

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/

unitedmethodistwomen 

The Yellowstone Conference website is off the air and 

all the Yellowstone Legacy Conference UMW news can 

be found on the Mountain Sky website.  If you enter 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen it 

should take you right to 

our page.   

If not, find the tab 

marked “Ministries” and 

click on United Methodist 

Women.  Make it one of 

your favorite websites so 
you can check it often.   

Yellowstone Legacy VP.  

Greetings all. 2019 has been a busy year and shows no 

chance of easing off yet. It is sometimes hard to remember to 

slow down and breathe, let alone smell roses. The 

conference lead team has been working on blending and 

reforming into the Mountain Sky Conference and while the 

work is nowhere near done, strides have been made. 

Descriptions are formatted for the elected officers and the 

nominations committee is already lining up a slate for the 

next election. We have also done beginning work on 

appointed offices and what those offices will require. Those 

job descriptions will be fleshed out more as needs are 

identified. 

We have also been working on our first joint Annual 

Celebration which will be held in Salt Lake City at Christ 

Church. Save the dates of October 25 and 26 and join us for 

worship, learning, song, and networking with our sisters 

throughout this widespread conference. We can do a lot with 

today's technology but nothing beats meeting face to face to 

actually get to know each other. Flyers will be coming out 

shortly with information about our speakers, ubuntu 

opportunities, travel and housing so watch for those. Fly or 

drive but come for this first gathering of Mountain Sky 

Conference United Methodist Women. 

Mission u is right around the corner; looking forward to 

seeing you there. The deans and leaders have worked hard 

learning and preparing to provide these sessions for us. Even 

if you are not yet registered there is probably space available.   

While filling out your calendars don't forget the fall district 

meetings in September. Also, Western Jurisdiction 2020, 

which is closer than you might think. More information about 

dates & locations to come. Like I said at the beginning there 

is so much going on. All of these meetings will provide time 

for much-needed renewal and refreshing for body and soul, 

sorely lacking in our lives and times.  God continue to bless 

all of you.    Karen P. Smith, Yellowstone Legacy VP.  

Social Action: 
Are you proud of the UMW organization that you 
belong to?  I know that we don’t all agree on every 
issue that is decided on, and there are some really 
hot issues out there right now.  Let’s remember what 
our purpose is: to take care of the needs of 
women, children and youth. The United Methodist 

Women have the members, the money and the power 
to be heard, so we are able to do this and best of all 
WE GET THINGS DONE!                                                                   
Well, now that I got you all fired up, here are two 
hot issues:  The current immigration problem and 
suicide among LGBTQ youth.  The leaders of 
Mountain Sky Conference released a statement on 
the current immigration problem.  I would like to 
share it with you.  
    The leaders of the UMW of Mountain Sky 
Conference stated that they: 

Believe that every human being is of sacred worth, 
as stated in the United Methodist Church Social 
Principles. 

Believe that our national immigration policies are 
not in line with those principles. 

Demand the end to the imprisonment of children 
and adults who are seeking asylum, 

Encourage all UMW to embrace this stand for 
justice. 

If you wish to help with this cause, here are a few 
suggestions. 

Write or call your congressional representatives. 
Support the work of Justice for Our Neighbors 

(JFON), A United Methodist immigration 
ministry 

The second issue is suicide among LGBTQ youth.  The 
United Methodist Women awarded two $50,000.00 
grants to the Trevor Foundation and the Tyler 
Clementi Foundation for their work to prevent 
LGBTQ youth suicide.  The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention states that, ‘suicide is the 
third leading cause of death for youth between the 
ages of 10 and 24, resulting in approximately 4,600 
lives lost each year.  Another 157,000 youth people 
are injured during suicide attempts each year.  
LGBTQ youth are 3 to 6 times more likely to attempt 
suicide than other youth.’  This is quite a sobering 
statement.   Please take notice of the youth in your 
church and surrounding area.  What you say and how 
you act towards them is more important than you can 
imagine.  Let them know you care. 
Judy Jones – Social Action Join UMW & Learn about US 

I invite all of you to join us in Pine Creek MT to learn 
together the missions we support, the ways we share and 
how to grow. 

I am delighted to once again be serving the Big Horn 
District. You surprise me again and again with your passion, 
energy and creativity. I learn do much visiting with you and 
listening to your observations and questions. 

I am humbled to be the Education & Interpretation 
Coordinator for the coming year. 
Diane W. Martin 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen


Agenda 

“Education to Mission……Mission to Action” 

Proverbs 6:20b 

8:30 am Registration 

9:00 am Business meeting 

10:00 am BREAK 

10:15 am Program 

 “Education to Mission….Mission to Action” 

12:00 pm LUNCH 

12:45 pm BREAK 

1:00 pm Program, cont. 
2:15 pm BREAK 

2:30 pm Installation of Officers 

3:00 pm Devotion and Communion 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Name:_______________________________________________________________Unit:______________________________________  

(one person per registration, copy as needed) 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (include area code) ________________________________Email_____________________________________________________  

Special Needs:_______________________________________________________________________________(wheelchair, dietary, etc.)  

Cost: $10.00 Make checks payable to: BIG HORN DISTRICT UMW— Registration Deadline: Sept. 7, 2019 

PLEASE REGISTER BY DEADLINE.  

Motels:   

COMFORT INN 100% Smoke Free Hotel 
114 Loves Ln., Livingston, MT, 59047, US 
Phone: (406) 222-4400 Fax: (406) 222-7658 

Super 8 Motel… A Family Favorite 
105 Centennial Drive, Livingston, MT 
Visit Website: jcarlson6977@gmail.com   (406-222-7711)                           

Livingston Inn off I-90 Exit 333 
5 Rogers Lane, Livingston, MT    406-222-3600 

Travel Lodge – Livingston 
102 Rogers Lane, Livingston, MT 
Visit Website: samikingslife@yahoo.com    406-222-6320 
 
Also available is staying at Luccock Park in the Glendive cabin. 
If you are interested, please contact Bertha at the info listed below. 

Big Horn District 

UMW Fall Gathering 

  

    8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

Hosted by Pine Creek  

United Methodist Women  

Held at: Pine Creek UMC  
2470 E River Rd, Livingston, MT 59047 —  (406) 222-1041  

Please mail your registration forms to:  

Bertha Roylance,  

216 South M St., Livingston, MT 59047 

406-222-0655 — k7cha73@charter.net 

Please register by  

September 7, 2019.  
Registration fee is $10.00 per person. 

http://www.super8.com/
mailto:jcarlson6977@gmail.com
tel:406-222-3600
http://www.choicehotels.com/hotel/mt068
mailto:samikingslife@yahoo.com
tel:406-222-6320
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Hi and how are you to all our district members from 

Billings Hope UMW 

January took us in a direction we don’t usually get to and 
that was a Racial Justice Program. We played the movie 
“Hidden Figures” and had thought-provoking discussion 
following. In addition to the movie, we were treated to 
several varieties of popcorn including a popcorn cake – 
YES, a popcorn cake. YUMMM!  We purchased the movie 
and it is in our UMW library if anyone wants to show it. In 
addition, we purchased two copies of the Greenbook, 
created by Mr. Green but more importantly written for 
black persons who could only eat at certain restaurants 
stay in certain hotels.  It is extremely disturbing to think 
we cannot eat and sleep in the same places as those of 
color or even drink from a water fountain shared by all.  

February 16 we had a Dinner With Friends designed 
for women and girls to have an evening together for a 
formal dinner and entertainment. We had more than 60 
persons attending.  The men at Hope served our meal. Our 
committees were - advertising, food, decorations and 
entertainment. Our entertainment was the Gospel Truth 
band. We had a great time and many compliments – we’ll 
do this one again!  

One of our newer mission fundraisers we starting doing 
four years ago is a PIE AUCTION.  Church members 
donated 30 plus pies this year for the auction held May 5 
after service. This year, in approximately 40 minutes, 
members bought pies, which amounted to around $1,100 
toward our mission funds. Our congregation is beyond 
generous in their efforts to help UMW reach our goals each 
year. We are so thankful for our ‘bakers and buyers’. 

We typically have our monthly Unit Programs in-house 
(at the church) but this year decided to go for an outing. 
Educational but non-church related, eleven of us traveled 
downtown to Montana Avenue’s Western Heritage 
Center. The building itself has great history in that it was 
the first Parmely Library in Billings.  Check it out on-line if 
you get a chance. We took our time walking through both 
floors of the center and occasionally stopping to watch 
videos and even play drums used during Native American 
ceremonies.  The center also provides many other types of 
programs; can’t wait to get involved in them. After the 
tours, we met at Stella’s Restaurant just a couple blocks 
away, for lunch. We had a great time; lots of discussion 
and great vibes. 

AND FINISHING WITH …… 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO DINNER with our 
United Methodist Women of Hope. We have decided to 
copy our bi-annual potluck picnic from last year. THE DATE 
– FRIDAY, AUGUST 16. We invite those attending Mission 
U who might enjoy a home cooked meal (and one that 
doesn’t cost anything).  AS YOU SEND IN YOUR 
MISSION U REGISTRATION FORM please note if you 
want to come to the potluck. We need this so we can 
plan food accordingly. If numbers accepting are large, we 
will ask for potluck food from local churches. There is no 
cost but we do take an offering for a chosen, UMW related, 
mission. It’s a lot of fun, a great time for fellowship 
(visiting) and of course – no one cooks like a Methodist 
(well, maybe there are others). Please accept our 
invitation.  QUESTIONS – contact Becky Messman, 
406.256.4977 or email messmanron@msn.com.  

God Be With you, Hope UMW Mission Team 

Havre UMW 
Hello to all from the Havre Methodist Women.    

Unfortunately, one of our members has chosen to move to 

another city to be closer to family.   Not only was she a hard 

worker, but a dear friend to our group.  I assume you are 

experiencing similar problems.   Our group is getting smaller 

and older, but we are still working on our many important 

missions in the community level and national level.   The 

summer months we don’t meet so our first meeting in 

September is always busy and full of energy.   We always look 

forward to reading how our sister UMW groups are doing.  

Blessings, and enjoy a safe summer. 

Cody UMW Tea 

  Our UMW meeting was May 8, with a "GARDEN TEA 
PARTY"  We invited all women & their friends for a very 
special time.  There were 70 in attendance.  Each table had a 
fancy tea pot with tea & the place settings were so each 
person had  matching cup & saucers, so colorful & old.  We 
had decorated sugar cubes, yummy tea sandwiches & 
salads.  Gals wore fancy hats & garden gloves! 
     We had 3 waiters, Bryon, Jack & Dennis, husbands of our 
UMW members.  They kept our tea pots full, took away dirty 
dishes & brought us dessert, delicious strawberry 
shortcake!      
     We had 2 musical groups entertain us.  A WONDERFUL 

TIME was enjoyed by all.  

mailto:messmanron@msn.com
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As we continue to 

practice “Climate 

Justice”, we 

encourage you to 

bring your own 

coffee mug or 

water bottle to use 

to show we are 

trying to be 

environmentally  

responsible. 

BHD UMW Fall Gathering 

  

    8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

Hosted by Pine Creek UMW 
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Memories of Ellen Hill 

from the April 13th 
gathering  

by members of UMW 

Continued on next page 
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These notes were mailed to Ellen’s sister, Lenore Kipp,  

so that her family could understand how much we love and miss Ellen. 

“Education to Mission…. 

Mission to Action”  
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Fall Gathering 

September 21st, 2019 

Pine Creek Methodist Church 

Pine Creek, Montana 

Grace Matthaes 

1833 Clark Avenue 

Billings, MT 59102-4042 

406-656-1042 

graceawm@aol.com 

Big Horn District                                                             

United Methodist Women 

UMW Calendar of Events 2019 

July 26-27  Mission u  at Mission Valley UMC, St. Ignatius, MT  

August 3-4 Retreat at Luccock Park 

August 16-17 Mission u  at Grace UMC, Billings, MT  

 Classes offered at Grace UMC Mission u: 

 Spiritual Growth: "Practicing Resurrection" led by Rev. Sarah Beck 

 Geographic Study: "Women United for Change"  led by Jeannie Hall 

September 14 Western Mountains District Meeting—Browning, Montana 

September 21 Big Horn District Event—Pine Creek, Montana 

October 25-26 UMW Annual Celebration—Christ UMC, Salt Lake City, Utah 

UMW Calendar of Events 2020 

February 15 District Newsletter deadline 

April TBA Big Horn District Spring Event   

April TBA Western Mountains District Meeting  

April 17-19 Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting—Tempe, Arizona 

April 25 Conference Newsletter “The Flame” published 

June 18-21 Annual Conference UM Church—Gillette, Wyoming 

July 15 District Newsletter deadline 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-study/resurrection
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-study/resurrection

