
BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
 
Dear Colleagues in Ministry:  
 
Greetings from Boston University School of Theology (BUSTH) as we travel together in this journey of discipleship!   
 
BREAKING NEWS:  

• Students: Our entering students were the most diverse in our history, creating remarkable opportunities for in-depth 
exchange and fruitful collaboration. 

• Faculty: We welcomed three amazing faculty this year: Rebecca Copeland in Theology (focus on environmental 
theology); Theodore Hickman-Maynard in Black Church Studies; and Cornell William Brooks as Visiting Professor of 
Social Ethics, Law, and Justice Movements. Thanks to loyal alums, we also endowed the Harrell Beck Professorship in 
Hebrew Scripture and installed Kathe Darr as the first Beck Professor. 

• Congregations: The Lilly Endowment awarded the Center for Practical Theology $1.5 million to create an innovation 
hub, which will foster creative vocational reflection in congregations, and a sharing of the congregations’ wisdom.  

• Doctor of Ministry: The DMin in Transformational Leadership is soaring with lively student cohorts that are broadly 
ecumenical, culturally diverse, and global. The model includes intensives, online courses, and faculty mentoring. 

• Scholarships: We continue our offer of free tuition to UMC registered candidates for ordained ministry, and we continue 
to build student scholarships and housing as a central campaign priority. New scholarships include the Dale Andrews 
Scholarship in Practical Theology and Race, Korean Student scholarship, and the Bishop John H. Adams and Dr. Dolly 
D. Adams Scholarship for candidates for ordained ministry in the AME, AMEZ, and CME churches.  

• Arts Initiatives: Recent exhibits and events include “Symbols and Art of China, Korea, and Japan” and “Bridging Divided 
Communities through the Arts”  
 

PARTNERING FOR MINISTRY AND TRANSFORMATION: Preparing students for ministry means meaningful partnerships with the 
local spiritual community.  

• Congregational courses: Courses in congregations with church leaders and students learning together.  
• Religion and Conflict Transformation Clinic: Internships and workshops that foster justice and reconciliation. 
• Travel seminars: Courses engaging local communities on Arizona-Mexican border, Israel and Palestine, India, spiritual 

life centers, and Serbia and Croatia (with focus on interreligious dialogue).  
• Ecumenical partnerships: Continuing close work with UMC, AME and other Wesleyan denominations, while launching 

robust Communities of Learning with the Episcopal Church and United Church of Christ.  
• Partnership with Hebrew College: Joint courses and public events, plus co-sponsoring The Journal of Interreligious 

Studies. The focus is on enriching theological education with interreligious learning and leadership opportunities.  
 

TAKING ACTION GLOBALLY AND LOCALLY:  
• Campus action: Work to improve accessibility and sustainability. BUSTH is the first certified Green School in BU, and is 

active in the Green Seminary Initiative. It has also been named as one of the “Seminaries that Change the World.” 
• Internships in global service and peacemaking: Student-initiated internships for service with communities across the 

world, and for just peacemaking projects with international organizations.  
 
COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE: Celebrating differences while joining in action.  

• Faculty and students have led and participated in service for victims of hurricanes and fires, protests on behalf of 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, protests of white supremacist movements, protests and services on behalf of 
immigrants and DACA young people, and ecumenical and interreligious witnesses for justice in the city of Boston.  

• The community (often student-led) has had deep conversations on issues that divide (including theological issues). We 
seek to foster respectful listening that builds community life and communal action.  

  
OTHER NOTABLE NEWS:  

• Celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Anna Howard Shaw Center 
 

 
As BUSTH looks back on 2017, it celebrates transformational leaders who keep the word of Jesus Christ alive. Their living legacy 
and perceptive witness gives us hope and courage for the future.  
 
 
Blessings and gratitude, 

 
Mary Elizabeth Moore, Dean 


