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Frequently Asked Questions about Disaffiliation 

 

Should my Church consider Disaffiliation? 

 Different understandings of human sexuality and the role and inclusion of all persons in 
the life and ministry have been a challenge within the UMC since 1972. The 2019 
General Conference provided a time-sensitive exit ramp for church disaffiliation 
specifically around human sexuality. “For Reasons of Conscience”, paragraph 2553, 
provides a pathway for a church to exit the denomination specifically “Regarding a 
change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the 
practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference OR the related 
actions or inactions of its annual conference….” 

 The provisions of ¶2553 expire on December 31, 2023, and the process must start early 
enough to complete all steps by this date. 

 Paragraph 2553 does not apply in the case of a congregation that wishes to disaffiliate for 
any reason or reasons not related to human sexuality. 

 

What does disaffiliation really mean for our church? 

 When a church disaffiliates, it ends its relationship with the Mountain Sky Conference 
and with the United Methodist Church. 

 The church will no longer receive appointments of licensed and ordained UMC clergy 
from the Conference and the church will need to obtain pastors from another source. 
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 The church will need to re-organize legally under a name that does not include “United 
Methodist” and will no longer have the right to use UMC trademarked items, such as the 
Cross and Flame logo. 

 The church will no longer have access to Mountain Sky Conference resources such as 
conference wide insurance, grants, communications and tech support, educational and 
training opportunities, etc. that are available to Mountain Sky Conference members and 
churches. 

 

What is the policy behind the Conference’s disaffiliation process and documents? 

 The Conference Trustees and staff have sought to balance two important commitments in 
our process for disaffiliation.  

 First, supporting congregations who, after a time of careful and prayerful churchwide 
discernment, seek to disaffiliate from the UMC and the Mountain Sky Conference for 
reasons of conscience as outlined in paragraph 2553 of the UMC Book of Discipline.  

 Second, safeguarding the interests of the Conference and our remaining churches, which 
requires that all disaffiliating congregations fulfill certain financial and legal obligations 
prior to exiting.  

 The Conference seeks to honor these two commitments in the disaffiliation process. 

 

What are the advantages for congregations to remain in the UMC connectional status?  

 As part of the UMC connection, even the smallest churches can accomplish amazing 
things.  

 As part of the UMC, your church works together with other UMC congregations to 
support UMCOR, African University, Nothing but Nets, United Women in Faith projects 
and a host of designated outreach efforts, locally, nationally and throughout the 
world. Together we have fed the hungry, clothed the naked and visited those sick and 
imprisoned. 

 The Conference provides credentialed clergy, an insurance program, program ministry 
support, laity leadership development, and connectional support for congregations, clergy 
and laity.  

 As part of the UMC connection, your church has willing partners to help in all aspects of 
ministry. The UMC has a system that ensures that pastors are properly vetted and trained 
as well as deployed for effectiveness. The UMC also provides training for laity and 
provides opportunities to engage in mission and ministry outreach efforts for their 
respective communities. 
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Why do we have to follow BOD ¶2553? 

 ¶2553 was created specifically to allow a local church to disaffiliate from the United 
Methodist Church, with property held in Trust by The United Methodist Church, in a 
thoughtful, grace-filled manner to ensure that the separation sets the foundation for 
continued, if separate, fruitful and productive mission and ministry for everyone 
involved.  

 Currently ¶2553 is the only procedure designed for precisely this purpose and must be 
used by local churches seeking to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church, as the 
U.M.C. Judicial Council recently ruled that paragraph ¶2548.2 of the BOD could not be 
used for the purpose of disaffiliation. See Judicial Council Decision 1449 for more 
information. 

 

What is a professing member? 

 The Discipline defines a professing member as follows: “The professing membership of 
a local United Methodist church shall include all baptized people who have come into 
membership by profession of faith through appropriate services of the baptismal covenant 
in the ritual or by transfer from other churches.” BOD 2016, ¶215. Non-professing 
members may attend the church conference without voice or vote. 

 Before the vote on disaffiliation, the church should carefully confirm the accuracy of the 
church membership roll (Book of Discipline ¶231). 

 

What if not everyone in the church wants to disaffiliate? 

 Disaffiliation requires a 2/3 majority vote by “professing members”. If fewer than this 
percentage want to leave, the church will remain part of the Mountain Sky Conference of 
the UMC.  

 If 2/3 or more of the professing members vote to leave, the Mountain Sky Conference 
will work with those members choosing to stay to ensure they have a church home.  

 

What will happen to our church property? 

 The denomination’s Trust Clause remains in effect. All congregations and ministries of 
The United Methodist Church hold their property and assets in trust for the denomination, 
and specifically for the annual conference.  

 The conference trustees will determine whether and on what grounds to release the Trust 
Clause. 
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 Under any process of disaffiliation, your congregation will need to follow the 
requirements set forth by the Book of Discipline (Discipline) ¶2553. 

 

How do the Trustees decide the terms for the release of the Trust Clause, and why do we 
learn the terms so late in the process? 

 The amount, if any, the Conference will require in exchange for the release of the trust 
deed against the church’s property requires consideration of whether a church will have 
members who wish to remain with the Conference and what other church communities 
are option for them.  

 As an example, if a church with 300 professing members enters this process, and 201 
members vote to disaffiliate, that leaves 99 individuals who may wish to remain. The 
trust clause gives the Conference a way to assist those wishing to remain with the UMC 
and assures the continuance of a church community.  

 The Trustees cannot make an informed and fair decision about releasing the Trust Clause 
until they know if and how many members want to remain affiliated; this isn’t known 
until the formal church vote to disaffiliate is recorded. 

 

I thought the Conference had fully funded pensions. Why do we have future pension 
liabilities? 

 Pensions liabilities occur because of promises made to pay fixed pension benefits in the 
future. These benefits are known as “defined benefits” because the amount to be paid is 
largely defined by service years, elections made by a retiree and a past service rate. 

 Funding of the Conference pension plan is ongoing. Churches and their pastors pay into 
the plan now, and already retired pastors draw from it. The Conference funding plan 
assumes that local churches will continue to remain in connection with the conference 
and thus continue to fund the plan. When a church leaves the conference its former 
retired pastors and current pastors who will draw on the fund in the future, are left 
without complete pension coverage.  

 To cover this funding gap, churches terminating their relationship with The United 
Methodist Church are required to pay a pro-rata share of their annual conference’s 
market-based unfunded pension liability in accordance with ¶1504.23 in the Addendum 
to the 2016 Book of Discipline.  
  

Where can I find my church's unfunded pension liability amount? 

 The Conference treasurer’s office has current information on the amount of every 
church’s current unfunded pension liability amount.  
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 This amount can change significantly over time, due to changes in the market and 
changes in pastoral compensation.  

 Therefore, the final figures cannot be determined until just before the disaffiliation is 
finalized.  

 

Why do we have to pay an extra year of mission shares and apportionments? 

 The Book of Discipline ¶2553 states, “The local church shall pay any unpaid 
apportionments for the 12 months prior to disaffiliation, as well as an additional 12 
months of apportionments.  

 

How does the Conference calculate mission shares and apportionments for disaffiliation 
purposes? 

 The Conference calculates these amounts using the adjusted income reported by the 
church and standard Conference rules.  

 

When does a disaffiliating congregation officially end its relationship with the UMC and 
Mtn Sky Conf? 

 The effective date of disaffiliation (“Disaffiliation Date”) is the date on which the 
Conference delivers a Release of Trust and/or a Quit Claim Deed, whichever is later, to 
the Local Church releasing the Conference’s right, title and interest in and to the property 
subject to the Release and Quit Claim Deed.  

 The Disaffiliation Date must be subsequent to the Conference’s consent to severance 
referenced in Paragraph 1c of the Disaffiliation Agreement.  

 

What happens to endowments or foundations linked directly to a disaffiliating church? 

 Each Foundation and Endowment has its own bylaws, including laws governing 
disbursal. The MSC will abide by those terms even as we ensure that the United 
Methodist Trust Clause is upheld. 

 

What other things will the church need to do once it decides to disaffiliate?  

 Form a new non-profit entity and register with any state agencies required for a non-
profit corporation. 
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 Obtain a federal EIN. 

 Obtain federal and state non-profit status. 

 Obtain property and liability insurance through the carrier of your choice. 

 Follow steps required by any new denomination church will join. 

 

Is there a deadline for taking advantage of the disaffiliation process in ¶2553? 

 Yes. Discipline Section 2553 requires that churches must complete the disaffiliation 
process prior to December 31, 2023. 

 To complete the process in time for the June Annual Conference, the Conference 
deadline for the initial application was January 13, 2023.  

 

What happens if the Annual Conference votes “No” on a motion for disaffiliation?  

 If the disaffiliation petition does not receive a majority of “Yes” votes at Annual 
Conference, the disaffiliation would not go through, and the church would remain a part 
of this Conference and the U.M.C.  

 However, if all the steps have been properly followed, this is highly unlikely.  

 

We share a pastor and parsonage but have separate churches. How would this work for us 
if each congregation choses a different path?  

 Churches choosing to disaffiliate are choosing to “no longer be United Methodist.” The 
church charge would cease and the remaining church would maintain the pastor if he or 
she retained their status as a United Methodist clergy. If the remaining church cannot 
afford to maintain the appointment level on their own, a new alignment would be formed 
with a nearby UMC congregation if possible. 

 

Will we be able to keep our pastor? 

 A pastor’s decision to stay or leave the UMC is separate from the congregation’s decision 
to disaffiliate.  

 A pastor who chooses to remain with the UMC, will remain part of the appointive system 
of the United Methodist Church and will receive a new appointment beginning July 1, 
2023.  
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 An Ordained Elder or Deacon who chooses to leave the UMC will withdraw their 
membership to unite with another denomination or surrender their credentials. A licensed 
local pastor will be discontinued, and their membership will transfer out of the UMC. A 
clergy person should be in conversation with their District Superintendent about next 
steps.  

 In all cases, congregations thinking of leaving the United Methodist Church should pay 
careful and compassionate attention to the many impacts their decision will have on their 
clergy, and clergy should remain in close contact with their district superintendent 
throughout the process of disaffiliation. 

 

Will clergy credentials be transferable to another denomination? What is the process? 

 The United Methodist Church does not transfer United Methodist credentials to other 
denominations. 

 United Methodist clergy who choose to leave the denomination do so by notifying their 
District Superintendent and working with the Board of Ordained Ministry to follow the 
steps outlined in Book of Discipline ¶360.1 and ¶360.2. 

 The UMC has no control over the ordination requirements of any other denomination, or 
whether the UMC credentials will be accepted. 

 The UMC will provide records of a pastor’s ordination that occurred in the UMC on 
request.  

 

Can a clergy person join another denomination and later return to The United Methodist 
Church? 

 Yes, the Book of Discipline currently contains processes for reinstatement of orders or 
licenses for ministry.  

 These processes are not quick nor automatic, but they do exist and have been used 
previously. 

 

At what point would a pastor surrender her or his credentials in The United Methodist 
Church in order to move with their congregation into another denomination? 

 Membership in another denomination immediately terminates membership (and 
credentials for clergy) in The United Methodist Church. See Judicial Council Decision 
696. “There is no disciplinary provision authorizing an ordained United Methodist 
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minister to hold membership simultaneously in another denomination. Upon joining 
another denomination, membership in The United Methodist Church is terminated.” 

  

Where do I find more information on the disaffiliation process? 

 The Conference website at www.mtnskyumc.org/disaffiliation-process.  

 Your District Superintendent can help you with the discernment process and help you get 
started in the process.  

 


