YELLOWSTONE LEGACY CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
STACEY KING, PRESIDENT

What do I say…….
The fires in California are sweeping destruction through
families and communities, leaving piles of ashes and ruin
in their wake. I was eight, when my family lost our home
and everything we owned in one of these fast-moving
and unpredictable fires at the end of October - right
before the holidays. Because I was just a child, my
memories are a funny jumble of recollections. I remember
my parents taking us up the hill behind our house the
night before, so we could watch the glow of the fire lighting up the night sky, way off in the distance, and being
reassured that we were safe, and that it was headed the
other direction. I remember being awakened at 4am and
told we were evacuating. It was my job to get my baby
sister and her diaper bag ready. I was also allowed to
grab a few things of my own to take. One paper grocery
sack. In the end I had my giant pink stuffed carnival dog
my grandma had won for me; the panties, nightgown and
shoes I was wearing; some binding tape and lace that I
thought was really special; and a small photo album of
pictures I had taken - mostly blurred, or with my finger
covering part of them.
I don’t remember being scared; I trusted my parents and
grandparents, who had arrived to help us evacuate.
There are lots of stories to be told, like how we didn’t
know where my Daddy and Grandpa were for a day or
more, or if they were even safe. But at the time, my
mother concealed her fear, so we didn’t realize what that
meant. I remember my Grandma flooring the car and
driving through the flames, as the fire jumped the road
that was our only way out. I remember showing up at
some friends’ house way before dawn, and being
welcomed with open arms.
As an adult these fires are now much more traumatic for
me, because I know how bad they can be. But the thing I
remember most vividly is how the church - and especially
the women - responded and supported our family. This
take-away from that experience has shaped who I am as
an adult.
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I remember church folks coming out to help us sift
through the ash and rubble for days. I remember our
family living in a small travel trailer - all five of us. A trailer
purchased by a couple to do some traveling, but given to
us before they ever used it.
One woman in particular headed up a group to sort out
the piles of stuff that was given to us. Anything broken,
stained, needing mending, or otherwise unusable, they
disposed of before we ever had to deal with it! We are
forever grateful for that, and it taught me to be especially
careful when donating, to give what will actually be
helpful. I learned how important it is to just listen and sit
with people during times of loss, because it takes time to
process and grieve, and to just wrap your mind around
what just happened. Yes, it could have been worse! Yes,
we were thankful just to be alive! But having people with
you who care, and who are okay with you not being okay,
is really important.
As the Conference President of the UMW, I celebrate the
local units and the women who are on the ground,
reaching out to serve, to be present, and to pray. I am
amazed at some of the amazing ways you are in service
to others! Sometimes it might not feel like you are able to
accomplish much, with so few members, but in my
experience it only took one woman to make a huge
difference to my family in our time of need. She put in
hours of labor and love, and got others to help. She
helped us to experience the Body of Christ in action. So
as the holidays approach I’m thankful for each one of
you, for the many ways you are part of the Body, and I
hope my story reminds you that every little act of
kindness, love and service can still resonate in the hearts
of those you help, years later. It is my prayer that you will
be filled with joy and peace, as you continue to give of
yourselves to others this Christmas, and throughout the
years to come.
Feeling grateful for all of you,
Stacey King
Yellowstone Legacy Conference UMW President
Keeper of the gavel and tiara
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United Methodist Women is trusted with
pledges and donations from individual
members and local member organizations,
as well as mission partners and anonymous
donors who have a heart for mission. The
national office is committed to good
stewardship of our members' generous
support.
If you would like to know where your money
went in 2017, read the Annual Report for
2017. The Annual Report has highlights from
the year, financial reports, budgets,
resources and many interesting stories.

Buy the current issue now
$2.50 for digital
$2.75 for print.

PURPOSE

The organized unit of UNITED
METHODIST WOMEN shall be a
community of women whose
PURPOSE is to know God, and to
experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative, supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries
of the church.

Website News:
With our becoming the Mountain Sky Conference the
website information is now on two servers.
For the time being you can still find it at
https://www.yacumc.org/umw
but our information will eventually be only on the
Mountain Sky site at
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen
Be sure to save the address to your favorites.

The Flame is published twice a year in April and
November for United Methodist Women and
Pastors. It will be posted on the Conference
Website: www.yacumc.org/umw or
www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen
Click on Ministries & UMW or News &
Newsletter Archives.

Check out www.yacumc.org/umw or
www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen
for:
Fall District Mailing and forms
Unit and Individual Membership census
Legacy Fund Donation information

The Flame is sent as a link by e-mail to all UMW
units that have at least one officer with an e-mail
address. Please copy and share with members of
your unit.

2017-2020 UMW Handbook

Contact me at grmaclyde@gmail.com or phone:
406-461-9618 for address changes and additions.
Claudia Davis, Newsletter Editor
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Budget 2018 Budget 2019

Treasurer’s
Report
Final Quarter Remittance
and Legacy Fund
Local Units – Please have your 4th
Quarter remittances to your district
treasurer by December 15th. That will
give your District Treasurer a week
before Christmas week and a few
days after New Year to get their remittance to me by Jan 5th so I in turn
can get my final reports to
National before the deadline for 2018
reports on Jan 14th.
1-3 Quarter Remits
Big Horn’s pledge was $37,000 plus
other Giving Channels of $5,000. To
date Big Horn has remitted $17,270
toward the Pledge and $2,500 toward
the other 5 Giving Channels.
Western Mtn’s Pledge was $31,000
and $4,000 for the Other Giving
Channels. To date Western Mtn has
remitted $19,133 toward the pledge
and $1,564.37 toward the 5
Channels.
We need a BIG 4th quarter if we are
to meet our commitments. Please
give as generously as you can so the
Missions we support can continue to
do their work.
Legacy Fund
The Legacy Fund is another giving
area. We had hoped to collect $18.69
per year (2015-2019) per member
and $100 per year per unit for this
150th year campaign to Fund UMW
basic costs so that future giving can
ALL go to Missions. We know not all
of you can reach the $18.69 every
year … but some of you can do more.
Won’t you consider giving your gift
and covering someone in your unit
who can’t.
Thank you for All you Give.
Roxanne Roehl,
Conference Treasurer

Income
Big Horn District Pledge

37,000

30,000

Western Mtn District Pledge

31,000

30,000

1,000

1,000

Other Giving Channels - BH

5,000

6,000

Other Giving Channels - WMtn

4,000

5,000

78,000

72,000

Conference (Love Off'g)
Legacy Gifts thru Conf

Note: Legacy Giving

15,921

Expense
Officer Resc.&Literat.

50

100

Flame

50

150

Directory & Books

500

500

Audit&Filings

200

200

Jurisdictn Lder Tm 1.5%xpledge

850

750

2,000

2,000

Annual Mtg

2,500

2,250

Leadership Dev

3,625

1,500

Mission u Training

3,500

3,500

Mission u

Mission Team Planning Mtgs
Conf Connectional Dev.

2,000

3,000

Racial Justice (BUMP)

25

25

Nominating

75

100

Standing Rules

50

50

Membership

50

50

125

175

Program

0

0

Historian

150

150

BigHorn Admin&MbrDev

2,500

2,000

WMtn Admin&MbrDev

2,500

2,000

500

500

50

700

Finance Committee

D-Lte - Dist Ldrshp Tr Event
Other Giving
Legacy Committee

150

150

1,200

1,000

Juridsiction Scholarships

850

850

OTHER (to Trfr From Sav)

300

300

23,800

22,000

Pledge to Mission

44,200

39,000

Giving Channels

10,000

11,000

78,000

72,000

Pldg to Mission

44,200

39,000

Other Channels

10,000

11,000

Total Pledge to Nat'l:

54,200

50,000

Assembly Scholarships

Other (Women's Event)
Subtotal
Legacy Giving
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that it’s others that allow me to feel kindness and
want to return it.

Western Mountains District
President’s Message

Doesn’t that describe United Methodist Women? I
feel it at every UMW event, with every phone call
or email to a unit asking how you are doing and
listening to your stories of service to your church
and community. I feel it from our district and
conference officers who put together the best
programs and events. I look beyond our local
district to the good that UMW does because of
your kindness and giving. And I feel gratitude.
Thank you to all of you and God bless you.

Have you ever observed the last few leaves that
cling to the tree branches in the fall? Sometimes I
feel the same way. It can get so busy and there
are so many deadlines. Reports are due, mission
giving needs to be submitted to the district, new
officers installed, directories need updated,
meetings need planned…I would rather hibernate.
So this fall I started a gratitude journal to record
just a brief sentence about something in my day
that made me grateful. What I’ve found is that
most of my entries mention other people who
shared a few moments with me during the day.
Writing about these moments allowed me to see

Happy Thanksgiving.
Laurie Ball, Western Mountains District President

enjoyed making new friends. There was a great
turnout and we had ladies attend from as far away
as Havre, Montana to Lander, Wyoming. A lot of
miles. Friday night we rented a cabin at Circle J
Ranch for the night. Too bad it was dark when we
got there because we didn’t get to enjoy the
atmosphere much.
Our Spring district meeting will be in Billings at
Evangelical United Methodist Church on April
13th. We will meet in February to plan the
program.
Our Fall District meeting will be at Pinedale
United Methodist Church on September 14th.
I want to extend a special thanks to Bertha
Roylance for her diligent work on nominations. For the first time In several years we have a
full slate of officers with the exception of Nominations where we would like to have two more
people. Bertha is retiring from the Mission Team
and will be greatly missed.
I look forward to seeing everyone in 2019.

Big Horn District
President’s Message
Greetings from the Eastern part of the state!
The Big Horn district had a very successful
2018. Our spring meeting was held in Laurel. The
program was on prayer. Several ladies presented
aspects of prayer.
It was very informative and led us to new ways
to think of prayer and building new habits that
would lead us to be in prayer on a more scheduled
basis.
We did our planning for the fall meeting by
e-mail and phone. Sure saved a lot of travel miles
and time.
In July there were nine of our members who
traveled to Luccock Park for a time of reflection
and prayer and relaxation. And as usual on
Sunday morning we attended church at Pine
Creek United Methodist Church. Perfect setting
for a worship service.
Our fall District meeting was held in Worland,
WY. For many of us it was the first time we had
been to the Worland Church. Thanks to Elouise
Rossler for her tremendous effort of getting the
ladies of Ten Sleep and Worland involved. I

Many blessings,
Ellen Hill
Big Horn District President

Need to put a Smile on Your Face?
Visit the UMW Flickr page.
See pictures from General Cnference and other events.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/umwomen/
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“Pray without ceasing. In everything give
thanks: for this is the will of Christ Jesus
concerning you.” In this season of
thanksgiving, let us give thanks for this
new opportunity, and pray for inspiration,
discernment and guidance.

Pray Without Ceasing
It’s an honor to have been asked to
remain on the Yellowstone Conference
Legacy Team as we transition to a brand
new conference. It is very exciting to be
a part of and to see where God will be
leading us into the future as the
Mountain Sky UMW.

When our teams meet in January with
the former Rocky Mountain team, let us
be uplifted by Who? YOU
What? Prayer
Why? UMW
When? Constantly
Where? Salt Lake City

So, I’ve been thinking a lot lately of
Thessalonians, 5:17,especially to “pray
without ceasing.” Scholars say that the
Greek word for “without ceasing” more
closely means “constantly.” It means for
prayer to be a constant in your life.
As our UMW moves forward, I ask you to
constantly keep our transition team in
your prayers.

Amen! Tish Herries, Coordinator for
Spiritual Growth and Nurture

Wood) will call in March to get the information
needed to complete it by the Census Submission
Deadline: Saturday March 30, 2019.

United Methodist Women Census 2018
Local Unit Presidents: Local Unit Presidents are
asked to complete the online form for the 2018
United Methodist Women census between Jan 1 and
Feb 28. This year is focused on gathering
information that will inform the National office,
Conference and District leadership on local efforts in
order to plan for growth, outreach and impact.

The United Methodist Women will never share contact information outside the organization without permission.
Questions?
Contact Conference Secretary
Kay Duffield 406-543-6722
opus@montana.com

You can find the Census form on the main page
of www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ There is also a
video you can watch on how to submit your
information for the Census 2018.

Big Horn District
Robynn Wood 406-781-1654
rwood2381@gmail.com

Local Units are asked to complete the census form
by Feb. 28. When you submit it successfully, you
will immediately get a “Thank You” message on your
computer. If your unit has not entered
information by Feb. 28, one of the District
Membership chairmen (Belinda Alkula or Robynn

Western Mountains District
Belinda Alkula 406-777-2077 hm, 406-369-0283 c
Belinda.Alkula@gmail.com
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YOUTUBE
www.youtube.com/UMWomen
Need a video for a presentation? You’ll find it on YouTube.
Check out the video resources available by following the link.
New videos are posted often.

Online Resources
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN WEBSITE
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
This is our primary website. Here you will find the latest
news and information about United Methodist Women members, programs and initiatives. You’ll also find promotional
and educational items for download, as well as links to our
other sites and our Mission Resources e-store.

FLICKR
www.flickr.com/UMWomen
Need a photo for your newsletter or PowerPoint? Follow this
link and you’ll find terrific images illustrating United Methodist
Women’s work.

UMWONLINE
www.umwonline.org
This is the social networking site for United Methodist Women.
UMWOnline is more like Facebook and is the place to connect
one-on-one with other United Methodist Women members.
Visit, set up your account, friend your sisters and begin networking for mission.

PINTEREST
www.pinterest.com/UMWomen
Pinterest is a pinboard-style photo-sharing website. You can
find links to articles and images related to justice priorities, spiritual growth, infographics and more.

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/UMWomen
If you’re on Facebook, be sure to “like” United Methodist Women so that our regular posts will appear on
your home page.

INSTAGRAM
instagram.com/UMWomen in-app: UMWomen
Instagram is a mobile social networking service for sharing
photos and videos. Follow UMWomen to see photos of
events, inspirational quotes, behind-the-scenes pics of the
office and more!

TWITTER
www.twitter.com/UMWomen
Do you tweet? So does United Methodist Women! Use the
link to find our Twitter account @UMWomen. Follow us, tweet
with us and become part of the continuing conversation
around faith, hope and love in action.

News From
Blackfeet United Methodist Parish
BUMP is moving to a ministry to bring one on one
connection to those they serve. Shoeboxes are fine as always, but
this year they are downsizing the mass effort and will be concentrating
on making their Christmas Feed the main event. They are also
handing out fruit and candy bags to every person that comes to the
community feed (usually serve 200-300 people) so if you’d like to
donate monetarily please make the donation to “Christmas Feed.”
Donations should be to BUMP by December 10.
PO Box 3700, Browning, MT 59417-3700

The dinner is December 15.
Thank you for believing in our ministry!

6

2019 Reading Program
There have been changes to the way the
Resource Center is handling the 2019 Reading
Program. They are not publishing the guide as
they have in past years. It is available at the
following web address as a flip book: Reading
program Flip Book, or as a pdf Reading
Program guide for printing.
You are welcome to purchase the books through
Amazon. I would suggest you check with your
local library or fellow UMW members first to see if the book is
available or can be borrowed! (Remember, this is a
reading program, not a book buying program!)

Below are several tips to completing one or more
levels of the Reading Program:

UMW Reading Program Tips
The UMW Reading Program is an excellent way
to learn about many issues in today’s society,
economy, and overall world view! There are five
different categories: Education for Mission,
Leadership Development, Spiritual Growth,
Nurturing for Community, and Social Action.
There are 5-10 books in each adult category each
year, as well as 3-5 books in each category for
children and youth.
The idea of the UMW Reading Program is to read
books in each category to complete different
levels within the Reading Program. The Program
also includes regular reading of UMW Response,
UMW’s mostly monthly magazine.
Level I is reading one book from each
category.
Level II is reading two books from each
category.
Level III is reading three books from each
category.
Level IV is reading four books from each
category.



You can read books from the current year’s
books, plus the past 5 years worth of books.
 Check with your local community and UMW
libraries for the books.
 Share books with friends.
 Read the children and youth books! They
count as well and are well written!
 Read the Mission study books! They each
count as one book read for the Reading Program!
 Read the Bonus books! They count for two
books read for the Reading Program!
Let your local and district Program Resource
person know which level you have completed
each year so you can be recognized!
Happy reading! We will look forward to hearing
which level you have completed at the end of
each year!
Janet Ulrich
Program Resources Coordinator
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Women’s Event

At Fairmont Hot Springs

‘The Beat Goes On’
March 8-9-10, 2019

Watch for more details in
your January District
newsletter.

Mission u
Needs You
Would you like to be a part of this amazing mission? The
position of Assistant Dean is available.
Please contact Cathy Speich Ferguson at 406-925-1994
(cell), 406-683-4520 (home) or email cathysf@bresnan.net
Watch for more Mission u information in the District
newsletters in January, or on the Conference website.
Registration and Scholarship applications will be available
this spring.

Give to the Legacy Fund
Together, we are building our
legacy!
To Date:
$24,155,315

Our Goal:
$60,000,000
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Unit Happening with Ten Sleep UMW
In May the Ten Sleep UM held the annual dinner for graduates from Ten Sleep High
School and their families. The dinner was well attended as the community celebrates the
accomplishments of these young men and women. Pastor Steve Brown was the speaker for
the event. The UMW supports the college attendees from each class by sending snack
boxes during finals and providing a stipend for books.
The group has gifted the shawl chosen at the Spring District meeting to be given to
someone needing the extra “warmth of Christian love” in a difficult time.
The Annual Church Picnic was enjoyed by many in the church in June as laughter
and talk filled the fellowship hall. The food was tasty and plenteous.
The UMW and other ladies of the church provided cookies for the youngsters at the
UMC camp at Circle J Ranch Camp. By all reports, the kids and counselors had a great
camp time. The UMW provides scholarships for youngsters to attend camp.
The Ten Sleep group will be providing breakfast for the fall UMW District meeting.
Since we serve brunch each Sunday after church, we will make sure attendees are well fed!

Unit Happenings with Worland UMW
The Worland unit was pleased as punch with the turnout at the Fall luncheon which
was a kickoff for their efforts as the host unit for the Big Horn District meeting in September.
Preparations for the District meeting called on the talents of many of the women at the
luncheon to make sure there was sufficient food, the tables were decorated and set-up was
done. Thank you to all those who helped!
The Fall District meeting was well attended from both north and south as the various
units sent members to be a part of this meeting. This meeting has traditionally been the
business meeting of the year and the preparation for the next year. This year’s meeting was
a legacy meeting in one respect – it was the last year we would meet as Yellowstone
Conference attendees. From now on it will be the Mountain Sky Conference. At this point
Districts are remaining the same. Election of officers took place, other business was
conducted. The Worland UMW served a lovely salad luncheon featuring their famous “Hot
Chicken Salad.”
The group has planned small gifts and cards for shut-ins from their congregation.
Jenny’s Store is being readied for the onslaught of youngsters on December 8 to buy gifts
for siblings, parents, and friends. The project requires many hands from sorting, to setting
up, to selling, depending on UMW ladies and others from the congregation.
The greens will be hung, Christmas Eve service are all coming. Merry Christmas and
Blessings to all our UMW friends.
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Summary of the Yellowstone Conference
Annual Meeting, Secretary Kay Duffield
On September 29, 2018 the annual meeting was held
in two different locations. Roberts UMC had 38 in
attendance and Missoula First UMC had 35 in
attendance. Through technology we were able to
share devotions, speakers, and conduct our business
meeting. The budget was approved. Our Total pledge
to Mission $39,000 and other channels $11,000
=$50,000.

Ridenour. A collection was taken to help Molly as she
takes time off from work to attend two weeks of
training twice a year.
Memorial Service. Laurie Ball, Western Mountains
and Ellen Hill, Big Horn presented the service and
read the list of women who have passed on this year.
Wildflower seeds were handed out to remind us of
them as they grow and bloom.

Morning Presentation by Malcolm Horn, Rimrock of
Billings. Gave very informative statistics of
Elections were held and the officers are:
addiction in Montana and how few people get
PRESIDENT: Stacey King; VICE PRESIDENT: Karen
treatment for it. Counseling is available statewide
Smith; SECRETARY: Kay Duffield,TREASURER: Roxthrough the Internet. Meth is a bigger problem in
anne Roehl; COORDINATOR FOR SPIRITUAL NURTURE & Montana than opioids. She gave tips on how you can
OUTREACH: Tish Herries; COORDINATOR FOR MISSION, help a friend or family member who is addicted.
EDUCATION & ACTION: Teresa Henry; CHAIR OF
Afternoon Program speakers on the Opioid Crisis
NOMINATION COMMITTEE: Cherie Mondragon;
and addiction.
COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS: Becky Messman,
*Marcia Prather, MD spoke on the place drugs have
Elouise Rossler & Molly King (Need one more)
had in history of care. She spoke on what drugs do to
MISSION U DEAN: Cathy Speich-Ferguson; ASST
our brains. Depending on where the drugs were
DEAN MISSION U: vacant
imported from, the strength varies and users get in
It was reported that Nominating Committee member
trouble with overdoses. As an ER doctor, she has
Mary Bick moved to Spokane and Barb Nielson
seen many cases that lead to permanent damage or
moved to Nevada. We thank them for their service to death.
UMW and wish them well.
*Hazel Smith spoke as a family member and
Reports:
counselor dealing with addiction. It runs in her family
*Mission, Education and Action Coordinator Teresa
and she lost a son to a drug overdose and has a
Henry spoke on the national four area of
granddaughter who is now struggling to control her
focus. Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions! (Climate addiction. Boundaries are necessary but you must
Justice); Interrupt the School-to-prison Pipeline
continue to show love and support.
(Criminalization of communities of Color/mass
*Tammy Wieweck, has been clean for 13 ½ years.
Incarceration); Living Wage for All (Economic
She told of her story of addiction and finally of
Inequality); and Create and Strengthen Maternal
recovery. It was a long and torturous journey but she
Mortality Review Committees (Maternal Health).
has survived. It changes you and you will always face
*Mission u Asst Dean Cathy Speich-Ferguson
challenges so her church family has been a great
reported the two upcoming studies are Spiritual
support to her.
Growth: Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark
*Pastor Jason Cox became addicted to pain pills
and Radical Discipleship and the Geographic Study:
following a shoulder injury. This eventually led to
Women United for Change: 150 years in Mission.
experimenting with other pills until he knew it was
Dates will be announced for the next Mission u.
time to stop before he hurt himself or others. He told
*Molly King shared her deaconess experience. It
of his treatment and has been clean for six years.
began in 2008 when she witnessed the consecration Most addicts do not get treatment but the key is really
of deaconesses at Assembly. She really was touched finding a support group to get you through every day.
by the stories they shared and it put her on the path to
explore and eventually to work on becoming a
Both meetings closed with worship and communion.
deaconess. Yellowstone Conference has only had
We all agreed once we get the audio connections to
two deaconesses one in the 1920s and one in the
work better it will be a very easy way to hold meetings
1970s. She has received wonderful support from
that take place in multiple locations.
UMW members, her mentor Teresa Henry, and
(The editor apologizes for not having pictures)
Bishop Karen Oliveto and Deaconness Robin
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