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Presidential Ramblings 
 

I love Autumn!  Actually, I love 
having all the seasons.  They 
bring such variety, diversity and 
change.  And I feel like UMW is 
in a time of Autumn now, a time 
of letting go and changing, as we 
get ready for something new that 
we are already becoming.  Just as 
a tree changes its leaves in  
preparation for spring renewal,  
we too are going through a time of  
letting go and preparing for renewal, even  
rebirth. Just as when a tree drops its leaves it 
hangs onto the trunk and branches, so we too are 
leaving behind our legacy conferences 
of Yellowstone and Rocky Mountain, while at the 
same time hanging onto the legacy, history, and 
witness of the amazing women who have 
brought us this far.  Our 150 year history of 
“faith, hope and love in action” is rooted deep in 
our local units and districts, as well as in the 
hearts of our members.  150 years!  As we  
become the Mountain Sky UMW I'm excited 
about the many possibilities that are already  
unfolding, as we approach the "spring" of our 
future together.  There is so much potential and 
opportunity for United Methodist Women to 
continue to lead the church in issues such as  
racism, environmental concerns, immigration, 
maternal health, and poverty, to name just a 
few.   
 
 

And here’s another thing I love about  
Autumn:  It’s a time of learning!  Many of our 
units will resume busy schedules, planning and 
programs.  Many of you have recently  
participated in the many different Mission u  
opportunities, and I hope you will take your 
learning back to your local unit to share.   
And even if you didn’t get a chance to attend  
Mission u, I still encourage you to read the study 
books; I’m always amazed at just how timely 
and relevant they are to our current times.  Our 
District meetings are coming up, offering more 
times for learning and growth, and then we’ll get 
together at our Conference UMW Gatherings to 
celebrate!  I hope to have a chance to see you at 
one or more of these events. 
 

Remember, the author of Ecclesiastes writes that 
"to everything there is a season".  This is our  
season now - Autumn is on its way, with just a 
hint of chill in the air, so it’s time to bundle up 
and get to work.  The church, and God’s beloved 
world, deeply need our loving witness. 

 

Stacey King, 
Legacy Yellowstone Conference President, 
Keeper of the gavel, tiara and chalice 
 

Please check the Mountain Sky  
UMW website for registration forms 

for Fall District Meetings, Annual 
UMW Meeting, Western Jurisdiction 

and links to the  
National UMW website. 

 
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/

unitedmethodistwomen  

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen


- 2 - 

 

CONTENTS OF THIS ISSUE 
 

Conference President’s Message 1 
Legacy Story    2 
PAG & Membership Nurture              3 
Nominations Report   4-5 
Nominee Bios    6-12 
District Reports   13 
Call to Action    14 
Treasurer’s Report / Legacy Fund 15 
Mission u 2019 Report  16 
Mission u 2020 info   17 
Western Jurisdiction News      18 
Mountain Sky UMW Annual Mtg 19-21 
 
 
 

PURPOSE 
The organized unit of UNITED  

METHODIST WOMEN shall be a  

community of women whose  

PURPOSE is to know God, and to  

experience freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ; to develop a cre-

ative, supportive fellowship; and to ex-

pand concepts of mission through  

participation in the global ministries  

of the church. 

This is the last issue of The Flame for United 
Methodist Women and Pastors.   
It will be posted on the Conference Website: 
www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen   
 
The Flame is sent by e-mail to all UMW units 
that have at least one officer with an  
e-mail address. Please email or print and 
share with members of your unit. 
 

The new Mtn Sky Conference Newsletter will 
be published Quarterly and sent out to all.  
 

Contact me at grmaclyde@gmail.com or phone 
406-461-9618 for email address changes and  
additions. 
Claudia Davis, Newsletter Editor 

Buy the current issue now  
$2.50 for digital 
$2.75 for print.  

LEGACY STORY: JEANNIE HALL 
I’m originally from New Jersey, but that was so long ago 
that I’m not sure it counts anymore….  I’ve lived in  
Wyoming longer than my childhood and teens years in 
NJ!!  I joined the United Methodist Church in 1969 and 
attended a UM college in North Carolina, majoring in 
Christian Education.  My first position as a Christian  
Educator was in High Point, NC which was where I first 
became involved in UMW.  After a few years working for 
the American Friends Service Committee (the action arm 
of the Quakers), I took a position at another UM church, 
this time in upstate NY.  While I knew I was not called to 
be a clergyperson, I felt a strong call to go into the mission 
field.  I entered Harvard Divinity School where I pursued a 
Masters of Theological Study, while also taking courses at 
the Harvard School of Public Health, hoping to serve 
through the Board of Global Ministries in a health-related 
capacity.  Life and LOVE had other ideas!!  I met and  
married my husband who was bound for Medical School, 
so back to NC we went, working at Duke University while 
he studied at UNC-CH!  My desire to be in a health  
related field wasn’t completely unfulfilled, as I worked in a 
support capacity for a surgeon/scientist.  Duke is where I 
learned to write grants (among other things).  When my 
boss was offered a position at Johns Hopkins in  
Baltimore, he asked me to come to run the entire surgical 
service there.  Those were interesting and trying 
years...my sister became a victim of domestic violence 
and one month after my husband’s med school graduation 
and his move to Baltimore for internship, we became the 
guardians of my sister’s two daughters while also expect-
ing a baby girl! A year later we were off to Philadelphia for 
his residency and then three years after that, out to  
Wyoming!  In each of these places, the United Methodist 
Church was “home” for us.  And, WOW, was God  
teaching many, many lessons along the way.  Too much 
life to be more than just a member of UMW during those 
years, the commitment to social justice and mutuality in 
mission was sending roots deep so that, when I was  
finally somewhere that I thought might “stick”, I was able 
to get involved as a leader.  Local unit offices included 
E&I, MNO &  President. Conference offices in  
Yellowstone have included MNO and President.  I’ve been 
privileged to train children’s study leaders in the former 
School of Christian Mission model, as well as lead the 
children’s study for several years in the Yellowstone  
conference.  For the past three years, I have been serving 
as a member of the Program Advisory Group, with an  
assignment on the Legacy Fund Steering Committee.  As 
a study leader for Women United for Change: 150 years 
in Mission this year, I have confirmed my already deep 
feelings of amazement of all that women have been able 
to accomplish together by being bold, being loving, and 
being there where we are needed.   

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen
mailto:grmaclyde@gmail.com
https://www.cambeywest.com/subscribe2/?p=RSP&f=sngd
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/products/response-april-2016-1
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Greetings, Sweet Sisters, 

 

My very first UMW office outside of the local unit was as program resources coordinator for the 

Western Mountains District in 1992. I have been serving continually since that time in district,  

conference, regional or national offices. By the grace of God (and a little prodding) and  

tremendous support of countless fabulous UMW, I have been blessed to serve UMW for over a 

quarter of a century. 

 

Although I will not be holding an office in our wonder-full new Mountain Sky Conference, I will still 

be devoted to UMW, will still say “yes” whenever called to serve, and will still be active in my  

local unit as long as God allows. I will always plan to “keep movin’.” 

 

To all of those who have said “yes” to the newly created conference offices, thank you!  

Keep movin’! Twenty-five years goes by amazingly fast! 

 

“The Lord bless you and keep you.” Num. 6:24 

 

Tish Herries 

Membership Nurture & Outreach 

tishsaffron@gmail.com  

406-370-6572 

UMW PROGRAM ADVISORY GROUP (PAG) 
 
     So much happens at a PAG/Directors meeting that summarizing is a daunting task……   
Worship happens, book study happens (So You Want To Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo),  
conversations about the future of UMW take place, reports about spending are shared, thank you 
notes to Legacy Fund donors are written, resolutions for General conference are considered,  
education on climate justice is presented and lots of singing, talking and eating!  Time spent at 
Scarritt-Bennett Center includes opportunities to meet with several of our regional missionaries, our 
Jurisdiction sisters, our standing committees (mine is the Legacy Fund Steering Committee) and 
UMW staff persons.  Being a PAG member also provides the opportunity to share what being a 
UMW member in our far-flung places means for us….how we must organize for fellowship to  
happen, how we are challenged by time, distance and funding at times, how we must navigate  
being a UMW member and a member of the UMC during these tumultuous times. I look forward to 
our annual meeting in Salt Lake City as a place to “fill in the blanks” for those with questions or  
concerns to take to next the next gathering of the PAG and directors. 
 
Jeannie Peterson Hall  
PAG Representative 

mailto:tishsaffron@gmail.com
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Mountain Sky Conference United 
Methodist Women Committee on  
Nominations Report,  August  2019 
 
The Committee on Nominations of the Mountain Sky  
Conference United Methodist Women is pleased to present 
the following persons as Nominees for Members of the 
MSC UMW Leadership Team for 2020 or for the 2020-
2021 term, and Nominees for National Office Director and 
Program Advisory Group for the 2020-2024 Quadrennium.  
 
President:  Linda Cockett, first term, first year 
341 West 23rd Ave., Torrington, WY 82240 
307-532-4238  307-575-3642   linliec@hotmail.com 
 
Co-Vice Presidents: 
      Diann Eason: second term, second year 
P.O. Box 1118, Broomfield, CO 80038   
303-507-9004   diann.eason65@gmail.com   
 
      Karen Smith, third year of four year term 
432 56th Street S,  Great Falls, MT 59405 
406-761-3727    ksmith02@bresnan.net 
 
Secretary:  Lauri Kiel, second term, second year 
PO Box 797, Broomfield, CO 80038 
303-324-2526    Lkiel99@gmail.com 

Associate Secretary: Laurie Ball, one year term  
(expectation of becoming Secretary in 2021) 
6605 Bristle Cone Court, Lolo, Montana 59847 
406-273-1887  BallLL8933@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Robin Ball:  continuing in fourth year  
of her (possible) six year term 
P. O. Box 4960, Pagosa Springs, CO 81157 
h) 970-731-5585   c) 970-946-1581   Nanas91@yahoocom 
 
Coordinator for Spiritual Growth:  Belinda Alkula,  
first term, first year 
1265 Gillaspie Drive,  Boulder, Colorado 80305-6654 
303-916-2349   belinda.alkula@gmail.com 
 
Co- Coordinators for Membership Nurture and  
Outreach: 
     Jackie McCall, first term, first year 
2425 Verde Drive #B, Colorado Springs, CO 80910 
719-290-1257      lonestarmedd@hotmail.com 
 
      Cherie Mondragon, first term, first year 
105 Cooney Road, Roberts, MT 59070 
406-445-2270   760-382-9584   chemassay@aol.com 
 
 
Coordinator for Social Justice and Action:  
Mary Ann Tabor, first term,  first year 
4075-B Autumn Heights Dr., Colorado Spgs, CO 80906 
719-226-9879   matabor318@gmail.com 
 
 

Coordinator for Education and Interpretation:   
Chesie Lee, first term, first year 
313 N 6th Street East, Riverton, Wyoming 82501 
307-761-0755   chesie@vcn.com 

Coordinator for Program Resources:  
Sandy McCormick, first term, first year 
975 East Buddlea,  Sandy, UT 84094 
408-375-8327   801-523-3369  sandyjmcc@aol.com 
 
Co-Coordinators for Communications: 
     Claudia Davis, first term, first year 
725 Middlemas Road, Helena, MT 59602 
406-442-2626   406-461-9618    grmaclyde@gmail.com 

    Ann Heard, second term, 2020 
2341 Legend Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80920 
719-331-3817   ann.organic1@gmail.com 

Co-Chairs, Committee on Nominations:   
      Teresa Henry, first term, first year  (Montana West 
District) 
204 Chestnut Street, Missoula, MT 59801 
406-989-2471    teresakhenry@yahoo.com 
 
     Judy Scrimshire, first term, first year  (Peaks/Pikes 
Peak District) 
1717 Drake, Longmont, CO 80503 
h) 303-702-9094  c) 303-775-9671 judyscrim@gmail.com 
 
Members, Committee on Nominations:  
      Laurie Fujinami, third year of four year term  (Metro 
Mile High District) 
9816 Hooker Ct., Westminster, CO 80031 
720-299-3267   Tlef13@msn.com 
 
   Judy Hill, third year of four year term  (Trinity District) 
3642 County Road D, Joes, Colorado 80822 
h) 970 358 4389   c) 970  630 0320  judyh@plainstel.com 
 
    Beth McKee, fourth year of four year term (Metro Mile 
High District) 
4941 Garrison St. #100A, Wheatridge, CO 80033 
303 278 3601 Bethmckee76@yahoo.com 
 
    Becky Messman, second year of four year term  
(Montana East/Bighorn District) 
621 Mecca Drive, Billings, MT 59105 
406 256 4977  messmanron@msn.com 
 
 

Members, Committee on Nominations:  
 Teresa Rivera, first year, first term  (Utah Western  
Colorado District) 
3788 W Hillsboro Cir., West Jordan, UT 84084 
801-557-4319   rivera.slc@comcast.net 
 
   Elouise Rossler,  fourth year of four year term  
(Wyoming District/ Bighorn District) 
1243 Lane 14, Worland, Wyoming 82401 
307-431-4735  erossler@hotmail.com 

mailto:linliec@hotmail.com
mailto:diann.eason65@gmail.com
mailto:ksmith02@bresnan.net
mailto:Lkiel99@gmail.com
mailto:BallLL8933@gmail.com
mailto:Nanas91@yahoocom
mailto:belinda.alkula@gmail.com
mailto:lonestarmedd@hotmail.com
mailto:chemassay@aol.com
mailto:matabor318@gmail.com
mailto:chesie@vcn.com
mailto:sandyjmcc@aol.com
mailto:grmaclyde@gmail.com
mailto:ann.organic1@gmail.com
mailto:teresakhenry@yahoo.com
mailto:judyscrim@gmail.com
mailto:Tlef13@msn.com
mailto:judyh@plainstel.com
mailto:Bethmckee76@yahoo.com
mailto:messmanron@msn.com
mailto:rivera.slc@comcast.net
mailto:erossler@hotmail.com
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Nominees for National Office Director 
    Jeannie Hall 
42 Crown Dr., Sheridan, Wy 82801 
307-752-3482  jeanniephall@gmail.com 
 
    Jana Jones 
19948 E. Union Drive, Centennial, CO 80015   
303-680-5796   jl.jones@outlook.com 
 
    Alternate:  Michelle Huck 
240 Pines Drive, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
970-946-1897  mhuck356@hotmail.com 
 
Nominees for Program Advisory Group 
   Michelle Huck 
240 Pines Drive, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
970-946-1897  mhuck356@hotmail.com 
 
   Sheri Hill 
124 US Hwy 89,  Browning, MT 59417      
406-338-2828   c) 406-845-8154  sheriqwe@yahoo.com 
 
   Megan Wieck 
513 Strachan Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80525 
970 308 1523   wieckmegan@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also included on Team, by Virtue of Office 
 
Past Presidents, Ex-Officio for 2020 
     Stacey King, former Yellowstone President 
P.O. Box 187, Superior, MT 59872 
406-788-0459  completionsk@gmail.com 

    Ellie Young, former RMC President 
2239 Stagecoach Road, Grand Junction, CO 81507 
h) 970-245-8157  c) 970-260-8312    ellie@indra.com 
 
Mission u   
    Co-Dean:  Janet Wolfer, second year of two year term 
8133 E. 29th Place Apt. 210, Denver, CO 80238 
720-291-2967   jkwolfer@gmail.com 
 
   Co--Dean: Cathy Speich-Ferguson, second year of  
two-year term 
319 So Argenta, Dillon, MT 59725 
406-925-1994   c) 406-683-4520   cathysf@bresnan.net 
 
   Assistant Dean:  Susan Yeager, second  year of two year 
term 
1335 Texas Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501 
970-245-5839   c) 970-623-2682   sye-
ager@coloradomesa.edu 

Mountain Sky Conference Committee on Nominations  
     Our Rocky Mountain and Yellowstone Conference  
organizations of United Methodist Women will not formally 
merge until our Annual Meeting in October of 2019, but our 
two Committees on Nominations have been working together 
most of the year. It has been a real joy and a privilege for us to 
get to see the “bigger picture” of leadership in our new  
Mountain Sky Conference. And, what an opportunity for new 
friendships in the sisterhood of United Methodist Women! 
We began with our two Conference Leadership Teams coming 
together in January, where we discussed what we wanted our 
Leadership Team to look like.  Then, an “Officer Redo” group 
was formed to hash out which positions we wanted to include 
on our Leadership Team, and what their job descriptions would 
be.  Finally, by April, our two Nominations Teams began to 
meet together.  After many phone calls, email conversations, 
and much prayer, by mid-August, our slate of Leaders for the 
new Mountain Sky Conference was complete. 

     As you look at the slate of Leaders, note where they are 
from.  In the midst of challenges of geography and of  
population, we are so pleased to present a Team that includes 
women from all over our Mountain Sky Conference. Please 
keep all of these women in prayer and support them as our new  
Mountain Sky Leadership Team! We were also responsible for 
nominating our representatives for Director and Program  
Advisory Group this year.  We give thanks for all these women 
who have said “Yes” to the challenges and blessings of  
leadership in United Methodist Women. 
 
Rocky Mountain:  Margaret Hotze, Chair; Laurie Fujinami, 
Sandy Garlick, Beth McKee, Mary Ann Tabor;    
Yellowstone:  Cherie Mondragon, Chair;  Becky Messman,  
Elouise Rossler 

mailto:jeanniephall@gmail.com
mailto:jl.jones@outlook.com
mailto:mhuck356@hotmail.com
mailto:mhuck356@hotmail.com
mailto:sheriqwe@yahoo.com
mailto:wieckmegan@gmail.com
mailto:completionsk@gmail.com
mailto:ellie@indra.com
mailto:jkwolfer@gmail.com
mailto:cathysf@bresnan.net
mailto:syeager@coloradomesa.edu
mailto:syeager@coloradomesa.edu
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President   -   Linda Cockett 
      
Linda lives in Wyoming and has been a member of Torrington United Methodist Church for 26 
years.  She has served in many positions on the district level, Conference Education and  
Interpretation and Legacy 150 committee for the Legacy Rocky Mountain Conference. Currently 
she is serving as Spiritual Growth Coordinator for Legacy RMC.  She is a Sunday School  
teacher, treasurer, and she fills in where needed.  Linda works as executive director of a county 
senior center in Wyoming with five different sites and works hard to make sure all seniors have 
healthy meals, in-home care, transportation, and support.  Her passions are: daughter,  
husband, faith, good books, and good conversation. 
 

 
 
 

Co-Vice Presidents  -  
 

Diann Eason 
 

Diann is a “home grown” Methodist, raised and confirmed in the Wheat Ridge United Methodist 
Church in Wheat Ridge, CO.   As an adult she moved to various United Methodist congregations, 
Price UMC in Utah, Green Mountain UMC in Lakewood, CO and currently her church home is at 
Broomfield UMC in Broomfield, CO.   As a youth and young adult, Diann was “raised” into the United 
Methodist Women as she received the support of the women in the church.  Along the way she was 
involved in several UMW events to raise funds for missions and funds for building a new kitchen, 
which allowed the women to provide ministries to members of the community.   
Diann says, ‘through United Methodist Women, I have experienced closeness to God and to the  
mission work to care for all God’s people’.  Diann has been active on the local mission team  
including Vice President and President and currently serves the Legacy Rocky Mountain  
Conference as Vice President.  
 

Karen Smith 
 

Karen P. Smith is a Montana native, born and raised in Missoula in western Montana then moved to the plains side 
with her husband for nearly fifty years, in Great Falls.  She is a nurse, mother of two, and grandmother of three. She 
became involved in her local United Methodist Women unit at Christ UMC in Great Falls, by invitation some years 
ago. She has served Yellowstone Conference UMW on the Nominations Committee for four years, two of those as 
chair. She serves currently as vice president of the Yellowstone Conference after stepping in to complete the term of 
her predecessor who had to resign due to health concerns. Karen says, ‘UMW provides invaluable leadership  
training and a sisterhood like no other’. 
 
 
Secretary  -  Lauri Kiel 

     

Lauri lives in Broomfield, CO and is a lifelong United Methodist.   She has held offices in her 
local unit, district, and conference.  She currently serves as conference secretary.  She has 
previously served as conference secretary and communications coordinator.  As Peaks and 
Plains District Social Action Coordinator, Lauri organized a group to work on Days for Girls, 
making kits which were sent to Sierra Leone. This project is starting its 3rd year.  She loves to 
spend time with her 3 children and 4 grandchildren.   Her other activities include canning (love 
peaches), gardening, sewing, traveling and spending time with family. 
 
 

 

Biographies  for Nominees for Mountain Sky UMW Officers  
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 Associate Secretary  -  Laurie Ball 
 

Laurie Ball lives in Lolo, Montana and has been a member of United Methodist Women since 1985 and is currently 
the outgoing President of the Western Mountains District UMW.    Previously, she held the offices of District  
Secretary and Program Resources.  She is active in her local unit with the UMW Reading Program and the local 
church Mission and Outreach committee.  She has served as SPRC chairman and on the Finance committee.  In 
her free time, Laurie enjoys traveling and exploring backroads with her husband, reading, genealogy and  
needlework projects.  
 

 
Treasurer   -   Robin Ball 
 

Robin Ball lives in southwestern Colorado on a ranch northwest of Pagosa Springs.  There are three generations 
living and working on the ranch amongst the beauty of the San Juan Mountains.   She has served as the District 
Treasurer and President of Utah/Western Colorado District (the largest geographic District in the continental US) 
and is currently serving as the Rocky Mountain Conference Treasurer.  Robin is excited about becoming the first 
treasurer of the Mountain Sky Conference of United Methodist Women.  She believes there will be many new  
options to adapt procedures and fundraising.  ‘The large geographic area will provide the opportunity to know new 
people, new traditions, new ministries, and blaze a new trail of faith, hope and love in action’. 
 
 
Coordinator for Spiritual Growth  -  Belinda Alkula 

 

Belinda was born in England into a military family.  She is married to Rev. Dr. Charles Alkula and 
has travelled extensively with the military as a child and adult.  Belinda worked in several govern-
ment and civil service positions throughout her career.  She has served as vice president of the 
Western Mountains UMW District in western  
Montana.  She just moved to Boulder, Colorado, where her husband serves as the pastor of the St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church. She is excited about this time of new beginnings! 
 
 
 

Co-Coordinators for Membership Nurture and Outreach 
 
 

Jackie McCall       
 

Jackie lives in Colorado Springs, Co and attends Stratmoor Hills UMC, where she sings in the 
choir, serves as the UMW Unit President, and is the local lay leader.  She has been active with 
her local unit, serving as president and served as Membership Nurture and Outreach for the 
Mile High/Pikes Peak district.  Jackie enjoys meeting people and giving hugs. 
 

 
 
Cherie Mondragon 
 

Cherie lives in Roberts, Montana where she grew up as a member of the Roberts Methodist Church, following in 
her mother’s footsteps (an active member of the Women’s Society of Christian Service).  She has served on a  
disaster in Saipan for UMCOR, an active member of UMW locally serving as president and in the conference as 
Chair of Nominations and on the Committee of Nominations.  Cherie says ‘the work that United Methodist Women 
addresses in the fields of Mission is inspiring and unparalleled by any other Christian Women’s group’.  That  
reason and service to our local communities is why she continues to follow in her Mother’s footsteps.  In addition, 
one of her favorite poem’s written by Louise Alley from UMW in Arvada, CO sums up what UMW presently means 
to her.  “love, faith, honesty, knowing God, fellowship and ensuring diversity and eventually, if all of this has been 
achieved, a job well done.” 

Biographies  for Nominees for Mountain Sky UMW Officers  
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Coordinator for Social Justice and Action  - Mary Ann Tabor 
        Mary Ann has served two years on the conference UMW nominations  
committee.  In her local congregation, Good Shepherd in Colorado Springs,  
Mary Ann has taught adult Sunday school and Bible study classes, sings in the choir, 
and was lay leader for 10 years.  She served 6 years on the Mile High Pikes Peak 
District UMW as vice president and social action coordinator, as well as Pikes Peak 
Sub-district lay leader from 2010-2015.  In 2019, she became a mission u teacher 
and says she looks forward to becoming more involved with her UMW sisters in  
social justice causes as she moves to Social Action Coordinator in 2020. 
 

 
Coordinator for Education and Interpretation  -   Chesie Lee 
 

Chesie is an attorney and lives in Riverton, Wyoming. She was baptized a Methodist as a baby and 
throughout her life has maintained a passion for social, economic and environmental justice working with 
non-profit organizations. She is past director of the Wyoming Association of Churches, now called the 
Wyoming Interfaith Network. She recently co-founded the Riverton Peace Mission and is committed to 
seek ending racism, especially towards Indigenous people living on the Wind River Indian Reservation. 
 

 
Coordinator for Program Resources  -  Sandy McCormick 
Sandy McCormick lives in Sandy, Utah.  She has been a Methodist all of her life.  She has memories of 
helping her Grandmother, Aunt and her Mom set up for different events at the Methodist Church in  
Moscow, Idaho.  After worshipping in base chapels, she finally became involved in UMW in 1979 in  
San Jose, California and has remained active with UMW.  Sandy has 2 daughters and 2 sons, living in 
San Jose, CA; Draper, Utah and Yakima, Washington.  Sandy has served the Utah/Western Colorado  
District as President, Spiritual Growth Coordinator and Nominations Committee and the Rocky Mtn  
Conference as Spiritual Growth Coordinator and Nominations Committee member.  She is on the  
Crossroad Urban Center Board in Salt Lake City and the Church Women United Co-State President for 
Utah and the Metropolitan Bountiful/Salt Lake City Unit President. 
 
 
Co-Coordinators for Communications 
 

Claudia Davis 
 

Claudia Davis has been involved with United Methodist Women in Montana and Alaska. She joined 
when she was invited to a Christmas Mug Swap party, not knowing it was UMW. She stayed because 
she was excited to be a part of a large organization doing so much good in the world. She is currently 
serving as her Circle Vice-Chair, Unit Treasurer, and Nominations Chair on the Western Mountains  
District Leadership Team. She lives in Helena, Montana with Jerry, her husband of 44 years. She is a 
proud mother of 2 and grandmother of 2.  
 

Ann Heard 
 

Ann lives in Colorado Springs and has served the Mile High/Pikes Peak District of United Methodist 
Women for 7 years, as Education and Interpretation Coordinator-2, President-4 and Social Action  
Coordinator-1. Ann has also served as RMCUMW vice president for 4 years and the nominations  
committee for 1 year.  She is finishing 2 years as RMC communications coordinator.  Ann has a passion 
for United Methodist Women, what it stands for and the voice it has in the world for women, children and 
youth.  Also an avid environmentalist, she has a calling to advocate for the care of God’s earth and the 
health of all creatures living on earth.  Her passion to educate others on health issues has brought a  
garden project to the Calvary church grounds and a Literacy tutoring program as a church neighborhood 
mission. 
 

Biographies  for Nominees for Mountain Sky UMW Officers  
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Co-Chairs, Committee on Nominations 
 

Judy Scrimshire 
 

Judy lives in Longmont, CO and is involved in the local, district and conference United  
Methodist Women, Kiwanis, Key Club, P.E.O., two knitting groups, and her church and 
choir.  She occasionally helps deliver flowers for the local florist when they need help, rides her 
bicycle and walks to stay in shape.  She spends time visiting her eleven grandchildren  
requiring travel with her husband, Lew, to five different areas of the US in their Casita  
travel trailer, checking off the National Parks along the way.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Teresa Henry 
 

Teresa has lived in Montana for 30 years, currently in Missoula, MT.  She became involved in UMW when she was 
invited to the Fairmont Women’s Event in the early 1990’s by her soon to be mother-in-law, Virginia Egli. Teresa has 
served as a Mission Team member at the District and Conference levels as Vice President, Membership and Social 
Action Coordinators and School of Mission faculty.  She belongs to a small fellowship group and her local UMW.  
United Methodist Women has provided her with the opportunity to combine working for Justice with personal spiritual 
growth.   As she travelled across much of Montana and parts of Idaho and Wyoming she has met welcoming UMW 
sisters at every point. Teresa says ‘I look forward to inviting other women across the Conference to consider an  
office on the team because sharing the best kept secret of the United Methodist Church is a gift we can all offer’. 
 

 
Members, Committee on Nominations 
 

Laurie Fujinami    
 

Laurie Fujinami has attended Christ Church since moving to Denver in the fall of 1999. Over the 
years at Christ Church she has participated on several committees including: Congregational Care 
and Concern, Finance, Nominations, Young Adults, Stewardship, Children’s Education, and UMW 
Mission Team. She enjoys teaching Sunday School, has lead Adult Bible Studies, and would love 
to get back to singing in the choir. Laurie has served on the Metro District UMW Nominations  
Committee and as Secretary of Program Resources. She has served on the Rocky Mountain  
Conference nominations committee for the past two years.  Laurie was consecrated as a  
Deaconess at Assembly in Columbus, Ohio on May 18, 2018.  Laurie currently works part time in 
the Mental Health Service at the Denver VA Medical Center as a Program Analyst.  
 

 
 
Judy Hill 
         

Judy lives on a farm near Joes. CO and is an active member of the Kirk United Methodist 
Church.   She has served Rocky Mountain Conference United Methodist Women in various 
local, district and conference offices.   Currently she is Treasurer of United Methodist Rural 
Advocates and is a Certified Rural Chaplain with Rural Chaplains Association. She is a  
Certified Lay Minister and often is worship leader for churches in her area.   Her church  
service has included: Jurisdictional and General Conference delegate, member of General 
Board of Global Ministry, and Advance Committee.   Local Church: SPRC chair, Worship  
committee.  District: Board of Ministry, Trinity District Round Table.  Conference: Member of 
Annual Conference,  2020 GC reserve delegate/ JC  delegate. 

Biographies  for Nominees for Mountain Sky UMW Officers  
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Beth McKee 
 

Beth was born and raised in Red Oak, IA and is lifelong Methodist.  She has attended UMWs in the various churches 
along the way. She joined the Golden UMC as soon as she got to Golden and has served on Social Concerns,  
Nominations, Education Com, and Worship Com and currently on the Lay Leadership Com.  Retiring from Lutheran  
Medical Center in Wheat Ridge after 18 yrs – she ‘loves being off and attending exercise and bible study classes during 
the day’.  Beth attends Mission u and is the church delegate from her church for the Annual Conference.  She has been a 
local UMW officer for several years;  District Membership Nurture and Outreach (MNO), Education & Interpretation (E&I), 
and Nominations. She currently serves on the conference nominations committee.  She enjoys meeting new people and 
talking to women from all over the Conference.  Her hobbies include: reading, taking pictures and also taking part in many 
local community events. Her mother was a professional photographer, so it comes naturally.   She loves to take pictures 
of people at work, church and any other event – so thanks for smiling for her when you see her camera. ☺ 
 
Becky Messman 
 

Becky lives in Billings, MT and has been a member of United Methodist Women since 1975 in both Great Falls, MT and 
Billings, MT.  She has served as unit President, V.P., Secretary, Treasurer, Program Resources, Social Action,  
Nominations and more.  Becky served as Secretary, Program Resources and did the Spark (newsletter) for the Big Horn 
District.  In 2017-2018 she served as the Asst Dean and then Dean of Mission u.  Becky credits United Methodist Women 
for her growth as a leader, organizer and speaker.  She started small with giving an officer or coordinator report, taking 
part in a program, helping to organize events such as craft bazaars, rummage sales, spring luncheons, and chairing the 
receptions committee. 
 

Teresa Riveria 
 

Teresa is active in her local United Methodist Women unit in West Jordan, UT, serving as secretary and previously as 
Program Resources coordinator.  She has served in many positions in her local church, currently as chair of the finance 
committee.  She enjoys music, including handbells and the Gospel choir.  She is recently retired and looking forward to 
serving where she can make a difference.  
 
Elouise Rossler 
 

Elouise is from Worland, Wyoming.  She has been associated with United Methodist Women most of her life.  She won a 
writing contest at ten years of age that was sponsored by a predecessor of UMW.  She and her husband became the 
managers of the United Methodist Circle J Ranch Camp and Retreat Center in Ten Sleep, Wyoming.  He passed away 
after six years there and she continued for almost four more years.   She is the mother of two sons and grandmother to 
five granddaughters and one grandson.  Elouise travels as often as possible, writes, and enjoys serving in her church. 
 
Nominees for National Office Director 
 

Jeannie Hall 
 

Jeannie is originally from New Jersey, however she now calls Sheridan, WY home.  She is a lifelong Methodist and at-
tended a UM college in North Carolina, majoring in Christian Education, where  she discovered she was not called to be a 
clergyperson, however felt a strong call to go into the mission field.  She entered Harvard Divinity School and pursued a 
Masters of Theological Study, while also taking courses at the Harvard School of Public Health, hoping to serve through 
the Board of Global Ministries in a health-related capacity.  Jeannie has served in her local unit as Education &  
Interpretation, Membership Nurture & Outreach and President.  In Yellowstone Conference she has served as MNO and 
President.  She has trained children’s study leaders in the former School of Christian Mission model, as well as led the 
children’s study.  She is currently serving as a member of the Program Advisory Group, with an assignment on the  
Legacy Fund Steering Committee.  As a study leader for: Women United for Change: 150 years in Mission, she has  
confirmed her deep feelings of amazement of all that women have been able to accomplish together by being bold,  
being loving, and being there where we are needed.  Jeannie lives by the guidance of Micah 6:8. 
 

Jana Jones 
 

Jana lives in Centennial, CO and is a retired Pediatric/School nurse.  She is currently serving as Vice President to the 
Western Jurisdiction UMW Leadership team preparing for our Western Jurisdiction 2020 Quadrennial Event in Tempe, 
AZ, the Mountain Sky Conference Abundant Health Ambassador as well as local co-president, Smoky Hill UMW in  
Centennial, CO.  She has served as Rocky Mountain Conference Secretary of Program Resources and Education and 
Interpretation Coordinator and Mile High/Pikes Peak District Secretary of Program Resources and Social Action  
Coordinator.  Her interests include health issues, making connections, and giving voice to those who are marginalized.  
 
Alternate:  Michelle Huck  (see next bio) 

Biographies  for Nominees for Mountain Sky UMW Officers  
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Nominees for Program Advisory Group 
 

Michelle Huck 
 

Michelle and her husband Patrick have lived in Pagosa Springs, Colorado, for sixteen years.  Her 
sons have gone off to college and her 13-year-old (7

th
 grade) granddaughter lives with her.   She 

works at Community United Methodist Church in Pagosa Springs as the Church  
Administrator, where she has learned to be the hands of God.  While doing this work, she found 
United Methodist Women.  The experience has been filled with beautiful – and some challenging 
– opportunities.    She and her small circle (The Breakfast Club) became part of a national ‘pilot’ 
program using the newly developed Membership Tool Kit.  Michelle offered workshops on the 
Tool Kit at both the 2012 and 2016 national Assembly’s.  Michelle has served the Utah/Western 
Colorado district as Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator and currently serves as pres-
ident.  She is also treasurer of the San Juan Cooperative Parish through which she has met 
many Native American sisters who attend Native Grace Intertribal Fellowship.  Michelle says 
‘Even though I have only begun this journey, I am frequently blessed with opportunities to be 
God’s hands. I will continue as God calls me until I can help no more’.  
 

Sheri Hill 
        

Ah’Nee, from Sheri Ann Hill, an Ojibwe from the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe in Northern Michigan, 
who is currently living on the Blackfeet reservation with her husband, Rev. Calvin Hill.   They 
have been in ministry with the United Methodist Church for over 20 years, serving in West 
Michigan, New Mexico, Illinois, and now the Legacy Yellowstone Conference. 
 

In 2016, Sheri encouraged the Blackfeet women to have the UMW reinstated, resulting in 
bringing to the forefront awareness in both legacy conferences of Yellowstone and Rocky 
Mountain the issues of families of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) from the 
Blackfeet reservation as well as others throughout Indian Country.  The UMW group has  
supported the family of Ashley Loring- Heavyrunner, who has been missing from the  
community for over two years.  Sheri has served as the Voices chair for Yellowstone  
Conference (2017-2019), and attended conferences regarding equality for minorities in the 
UMW circle.  She is a current member of Mountain Sky Conference Committee on Native 
American Ministries.    
 
Megan Wieck  
 

Megan Wieck is a life-long member of the Methodist church and currently attends Fort Collins First United Methodist 
Church in Fort Collins, CO. She has been a member of United Methodist Women for 6 years. She has been active in 
UMW leadership roles including Social Action Coordinator in her local church, Communications Coordinator for Peaks 
and Plains and going forward for the Peaks Pikes Peak District.  She helps to lead TUF, Teens United in Faith and the 
young women’s UMW circle at FCFUMC. Megan’s attendance at  Mission U, A Day Apart, many retreats and  
conferences, including Assembly and National Seminar held in Chicago in 2015, has ignited her passion for social justice 
through UMW. Since attending National Seminar she has shared her knowledge by presenting on Maternal and Child 
Health and Economic Inequality in her local church, surrounding churches and the Rocky Mountain Conference. She 
shares her passion for social justice with her three children.  Together they volunteer for Faith Family Hospitality and with 
children with developmental disabilities. Megan currently works as an Office Manager at Respite Care in Fort Collins, CO. 
In her spare time Megan sew costumes for a ballet company in town and spends many hours back stage stitching up  
leotards.  

Biographies  for Nominees for Mountain Sky UMW Officers  
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Mission u 
 

Janet Wolfer  
         

Janet was born and raised in Washington State and for the last 30 years she has called  
Denver, CO home.  She was born into the church.  Her father and her husband were both  
ordained Presbyterian ministers.  Her mother was her role model, as she served in local and 
regional offices for Presbyterian Women.   Her husband’s first parish after seminary was a yoke 
parish, serving two very small Methodist churches and one small Presbyterian church in  
western Montana.  They continued to find themselves serving God in both denominations.   
Janet served as Communications Coordinator and Dean of School of Christian Mission in the 
Pacific Northwest Conference.  In the Rocky Mountain Conference, she has served a 2-year 
term as Social Action Coordinator and is currently serving as Dean for Mission U in Rocky 
Mountain Legacy Conference.   Janet’s education includes a BA in Sociology from Whitworth 
University, Spokane, Washington, and a BA in Music, vocal emphasis, from Metropolitan State 

University in  
Denver.  Married for 47 years, until her husband’s death, she has two children and seven grandchildren.  Janet 
says, ‘Life has always been full of surprises, as I found myself living and serving God in places I would never have 
imagined’.  
 
 
 

Cathy Speich-Ferguson 
 

Cathy joined UMW about 6 years ago when a new unit was formed at her home church, Grace United Methodist in 
Dillon, MT.   After attending her first Mission u, she fell in love with the goals and mission of United Methodist  
Women.  Mission u classes bring listening, learning, sharing, discussing women together and result in energized 
women passionate about the purpose.  She sees a need in our busy and technology-based society to find new 
ways to present Mission u studies - to explore ways to make these classes accessible to as many folks as possible 
for the lowest cost possible.  In Legacy Yellowstone Conference, Cathy served one year as Mission u assistant 
dean and this past year as Dean.   
She works part time for the Dillon Public Library after retiring in 2007 from the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National  
Forest.   Her community involvement includes Girl Scouts, Festival of Trees and Dillon Garden Club, church lay 
speaker, worship and mission committee member, President of her local UMW and member of the Freedom in 
Christ Prison Ministry program at the Montana State Prison.   She currently serves as editor of the newsletter for 
the Western District of the legacy Yellowstone UMW. 

Biographies  for Nominees for Mountain Sky UMW Officers  

Support Relief Efforts for Hurricane Dorian 

As Hurricane Dorian continues its path, United Methodist 
Women members can help with relief and recovery efforts 
through UMCOR - The United Methodist Committee On 
Relief. You can help by making a donation to  
UMCOR's international disaster response or  
U.S. disaster response. 
 
Continue to pray for those affected as they recover, sustain 
and prepare.  

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/us-disaster-response
https://advance.umcor.org/p-641-umcor-international-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
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Western Mountains District  
President’s Message 

 

As I write this message, the Western Mountains 
UMW leadership team and Browning UMW are 
preparing for the fall district meeting Sept. 14 in 
Browning, MT.  The program presented by the 
Blackfeet Parish women is Missing and  
Murdered Indigenous Women.  Our hope is that 
you will attend and take the information and 
personal stories back to your local units.  Your 
voices are needed to make others aware of this 
epidemic so we can all work together to stop it.                                                    
Another event you are invited to is the UMW 
Annual Celebration October 25 and 26, 2019 in 
Salt Lake City.  (Satellite Sites will also be  
offered-see registration) This is a historic time 
for the Legacy Rocky Mountain and Legacy  

Yellowstone UMW.  There have been lots of 
meetings via zoom calls, emails and phone 
conversations to discuss how each Legacy 
Conference has operated and how we can 
come together as the Mountain Sky United 
Methodist Women.  You’ll find the local units 
will function as they always have while the  
conference and district leadership teams will be 
there to help.  As the Mountain Sky UMW we’ll 
truly be living our Purpose as a community of 
women in mission.   
                                                                                                              
Blessings to all from Laurie Ball 
Western Mountains District President 

Big Horn District News  
 
     Well, Summer is gone and school is again in 
session.  If your UMW Unit is like mine, you are 
beginning to think about your unit’s Fall and 
Winter (read Christmas!) activities and events.  
Here, in Miles City it is time to think about  
making and selling Apple Dumplings.  I am not 
sure how many years we have been selling  
Apple Dumplings during our Fall Bake Sale the 
weekend before Thanksgiving, but it has  
become one of our signature events.  I have had 
many comments like, “Oh, you’re the ladies who 
make those delicious Apple Dumplings, aren’t 
you?”  It has become one of our signature  
activities, and we are proud of the efforts.   
What are your Units noted for?  It seems like our  
activities are a rallying point for our members.  
Many can’t (or just don’t) come to the Unit or 
Circle meetings, but they are more than happy 

to contribute in some way to the rallying point.  
Perhaps it is the action part of the activity that 
prompts the participation.  As we struggle to 
keep Units and Circles going, can we find a  
rallying point to call our members, old and new, 
to action?  Even writing cards and notes of  
encouragement to Missionaries from the UMW 
Prayer Calendar or local college students away 
from your church family can keep members  
engaged.  That engagement can grow and 
strengthen our Units if we can create even a  
little bit of enthusiasm for the project.  What 
does your Unit do to create a ‘rallying point’? 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Karen A. Hawkinson,  

Big Horn District President 
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A Call to Action for United Methodists in Response to the Plight of Migrants 

Grace and peace to you in the name of Christ Jesus. On  
behalf of the United Methodist Immigration Task Force we 
share with you a deep concern for migrants. You have seen 
the deplorable conditions under which migrant children and 
families are being detained in the U.S. right now. We cannot 
be silent in this hour. The voice and actions of The United 
Methodist Church must be heard and experienced in this  
moment.   
 

We give God thanks for United Methodists who are  
providing compassionate care to migrants at the border.  
Border Conferences have established relief centers for  
migrants. United Methodists from other regions of the  
country continue to support migrants seeking asylum with 
their time, talent and treasures. United Methodist  
congregations across the country have opened their doors 
to provide sanctuary for those immigrants whose lives 
would be endangered if they were to be deported to their 
home countries. UMCOR has been a partner in assisting this  
connectional work. The General Board of Church and  
Society has led us faithfully in our advocacy work in support 
of justice for the migrant and the immigrant.  United  
Methodist Women has also been a strong voice in  
advocating for the rights of immigrant children and fami-
lies.  
Let’s continue to do this good and faithful work. Join us in 
these actions: 
 

Give to the Advance # 3022144 for Migration. Go 
to UMCOR – Global Migration for further information.   
 

Join the General Board of Church and Society in our United 
Methodist advocacy work alongside migrants. Speak out to 
end child detention by sending drawings and letters from 
United Methodists of all ages to Congress and the White 
House. 
 

 

Encourage your United Methodist Women unit to join the 
action plan set forth at the United Methodist Women web-
site. 
 
We ask that you also speak up in support of persons in 
Sanctuary and the churches supporting them. In the past 
week, we have become aware of the Trump Administra-
tion’s most recent attack on immigrants who are living in  
Sanctuary in congregations, among them United Methodist 
congregations, as they seek to fight for justice in their  
deportation cases. The federal government is issuing fines 
of up to $500,000 to these immigrants in Sanctuary. This is 
an egregiously punitive tactic causing great fear and anxiety 
to immigrant brothers and sisters who are already deeply  
burdened by the stress of their circumstances.  
 

Support United Methodist Sanctuary congregations and 
the immigrants in Sanctuary by praying for them and by 
sending them a postcard expressing such support. At the 
end of this letter is the list of multiple United Methodist 
Sanctuary churches and those immigrant friends whom they 
are hosting. 
 

Take this moment to act. It will make a difference in these 
challenging times in the lives of suffering immigrants and 
the brave churches who are ministering to them. May the 
words of Paul to Timothy strengthen us all... 
For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, 
but rather a spirit of power and of 
love and of self-discipline. 
--II Timothy 2:7 
  
Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño, Chair 
UM Immigration Task Force            
 
Susan Henry-Crowe, General Secretary 

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/learn/our-work/migration
https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/what-you-can-do-right-now-to-end-child-detention-859
https://www.umcjustice.org/news-and-stories/what-you-can-do-right-now-to-end-child-detention-859
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-methodist-women-statement-demanding-an-end
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/united-methodist-women-statement-demanding-an-end
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Proposed Budget for 2020 
Mountain Sky UMW Conference 

  

          Budget 

Income  

District Pledges 259,250.00 

Offerings 4,000.00 

Spiritual Retreat Registration 20,000.00 

Annual Mtg Registration 4,000.00 

Resource Sales 2,300.00 

Smile Amazon 60.00 

Interest Income 1,060.00 

  

Total Income  $   290,670.00  

  

Pledge to National 170,000.00 

  

General Expenses  

Audit (Agreed Upon Procedures) 200.00 

Directory-Conference 100.00 

Newsletter (Go and Tell) 300.00 

Web Page 500.00 

Program Resource Purchases 2,200.00 

A & MD District 23,645.00 

A & D Western Jurisdiction-2% 3,600.00 

Church Women United 300.00 

  

Program and Events  

Jan Planning Event 6,004.00 

Spiritual Retreat 30,701.00 

Annual Meeting-net 8,701.00 

Mission-u & Events 7,000.00 

UMC Annual Conference 800.00 

Western Jurisdiction 2,100.00 

  

Officer Expenses  

Travel, Meals & Housing 450.00 

Computers, software, Zoom  1,000.00 

Officer Resources Literature 1,000.00 

Printing & Postage 600.00 

Office Supplies 100.00 

  

Bank Charges 500.00 

Colorado Sec of State & Member Counts 10.00 

Transfer of Funds 5,000.00 

  

Total Administrative & Membership  $   264,811.00  

     Development Budget  

Legacy Fund Update 
 

June 30, 
2019:  

$27,988,234 
 

Our Goal:  
$60,000,000 

 
As you know, United Methodist Women is 
celebrating 150 years of transforming the 
lives of women, children and youth  
throughout the world! The Legacy Fund  
Endowment Campaign is a permanently  
invested endowment that was established 
to ensure that United Methodist women 
has the funds available to prepare and 
train future generations of women to carry 
our mission forward in the next 150 years 
and beyond. How are we doing?  

Nationally, over 27 million dollars has 
been raised towards our 60 million dollar 
goal.  
 
The 1869 Society has been created.  
Members make a Planned Gift, designat-
ing United Methodist women as a benefi-
ciary in theirs wills, life insurance policies, 
or retirement funds.  
 

Legacy Builders is a new program,  
allowing women to give $18.69 per 
month for as long as desired.  
 

We have opportunities: sharing our indi-
vidual abundance, working within our lo-
cal unit to create fundraising (or fun-
raising) activities, making this life-
changing work part of our  
estate planning.  
 
Wear your Legacy 150 pin proudly. We 
are making a difference! 
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2019 Mission U Classes Completed for  
Legacy Yellowstone Conference 

 
Mission u classes for 2019 are now history.  A total of forty-four people  
attended the two Mission u classes held in Missoula and in Billings.   
Rev. Sarah Beck guided the participants through the study on Practicing  
Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship.  Jeannie Hall walked 
us down memory lane – highlighting prominent Methodist women and their  
contributions to history during the past 150 years.   My experience serving as Dean 
for Mission u this year was a very educational experience for me.  I have learned 
so much about our national organization and the goal of Mission u classes to  
transform the word by learning together.  I hope those who attended this year’s 
schools found them as educational and energizing as I did.  I pray they find ways to 
share what they learned with their local units.   It has been an honor to serve as 
Dean for the 2019 Mission u classes.  Thank you for this wonderful opportunity.   
        Cathy Speich-Ferguson 
        Mission u Dean 
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  Mission u   
    Learning Together for the 

Transformation of the World. 

Additional information coming in 2020 on the  
conference website at:  

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/mission_u       
No books available at class.  Please pre-order books from 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-study 

2020 Mission u Study Themes 
By Cathy Speich-Ferguson, Dean, Legacy Yellowstone Conference 
 
 Mission u is an opportunity to come together to study issues relevant to our society  
today.   We listen, we learn, we share, we discuss, and we become energized when we attend 
Mission u classes.  We can bring the issues to light in our local UMW units.  Together we  
impact our world.  Can you tell that I am passionate about Mission u and its purpose to  
transform the world by learning together?  And, I am excited about the study units for next 
year in 2020.  For me, I have a special interest in the study on Mass Incarceration: school-to-
prison pipeline since I am personally involved with the Freedom in Christ Prison Ministry  
program at the Montana State Prison.   Here is a summary of the study themes for 2020. 
  
Adult Spiritual Growth Study – Finding Peace in the Midst of Anxiety. 
The purpose of this study is to recognize the prevalence of anxiety today and its impact, and to 
explore ways to find peace through scriptural and spiritual disciplines so that we can be rooted 
in God and energized to live fully as disciples of Christ.    
 
Youth Study – Walking with Jesus in Anxious Times: Managing Anxiety 
The purpose of this study is to understand how anxiety shows up in the lives of youth and to 
enable them to experience God through spiritual practices, so they are effective followers of 
Christ in their areas of influence.   
 
Children’s Study – Growing in Peace Instead of Fear: Understanding Emotions 
The purpose of this study is to help children learn about various emotions and empower them 
to understand their feelings through a faith lens so that they can thrive as Christians. 
 
Issue Study – Mass Incarceration:  School-to-Prison Pipeline. 
This study will focus on the school-to-prison pipeline, using the text Pushout: The  
Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools by Monique Morris.  This is a powerful book and an 
important opportunity to dive deeper into the issues of school pushout, mass incarceration and 
the criminalization of children of color.  A study guide that supplies a biblical and theological 
lens to view this issue will accompany this text.   
 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/mission_u
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-studies
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News from Western Jurisdiction UMW Leadership 
   An amazing event is being planned just for you, and you won't want to miss it.  The Leadership Team has 
been working diligently to make this an event to remember.  Not only will we do the necessary election of  
Directors to the UMW National Board, there will be plenty of time and opportunity for you to engage in an  
UBUNTU experience. You will be enriched by thought provoking workshops and words by National President, 
Shannon Priddy, and Harriet Jane Olsen, National CEO. 
   We are happy to announce that Katherine Hayhoe, co-director of the Texas Tech University Climate  
Science and a professor in the  
Political Science Department, will be 
our keynote speaker. In 2017, she 
was named one of the 50 world's 
Greatest Leaders by Fortune  
Magazine, which honors men and 
women across the globe who are 
helping to change the world and  
inspire others to do the same.  Every 
day we hear of new climate disasters 
around the world.  This will be an 
interesting and challenging  
presentation.  We will also be  
participating in a social "ACTION" 
designed to help UMW voices be 
heard on climate control. 
   Saturday evening we will share in a 
cultural event with a banquet and  
entertainment by the Yellowbird  
Productions "celebrating the unique 
spirit of the native American Indian". 
   Registration for the Jurisdiction 
Quadrennial Meeting, April 17-19, 
2020, in Tempe, Arizona, is now 
available on line. Make your  
registration now. www.wjumw.com 
   Find  form at ---2020 Western  
Jurisdiction Quadrennial Event--- 
There are a few scholarships  
available. 
Come and join us.  It'll be a great 
time of worship, enrichment and  
service. 
 
Anita Turner,  
Western Jurisdiction Leadership 
Team 
 

http://www.wjumw.com/
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OUR FEATURED PRESENTER IS 
REV DELYN CELEC 
 
Delyn is a campus minister and  
worship arts coordinator at  
Shenandoah University. She has  
expressed a deep desire to  
contextualize old and new 
traditions in musical and worship 
settings. We will also be joined 
by 
national and jurisdictional UMW 
leaders. 
 
Friday, October 25th will begin with  
registration @ 8 AM. 
Ubunto opportunities will be from 8:30 to 3:30 at 
UMCOR, Crossroads, or Days for Girls.  
See the registration form for more information and  
sign-ups. Places are limited. Officer training for  
district, local, or anyone who may be interested will 
also take place on Friday. A more detailed program 
will be out in a few weeks if the data you seek is not 
on the  
registration. 
 
The meeting will open at 4 PM with welcome  
followed by the first portion of the program. Expect 
music and more until 6 PM when we will break for 
dinner. The meal will be prepared and served by the 
Wesleyan Bell Choir who will then entertain us. The 
meal cost is a  
donation for them. 
 
Saturday will also begin with registration @ 8 AM. 
We start our day with worship and move directly 
into program with DeLyn. Our business meeting 
will begin @ 11 AM, break for lunch and then 
conclude our business before we resume our 
program. Voting will take place at all sites. The 
day will conclude with worship and communion.  
A celebratory reception will be held in Salt Lake. 
Each Individual site will host their own breaks, 
lunch and closing worship with communion 
. 
Friday's program will be video-taped while Satur-
day's will be live-streamed except for the breaks, 
lunch, and closing worship mentioned above, which 
will be provided at each site. Please be sure you  
indicate on your registration which site you will be 
attending. 
 
REMEMBER VOTING ON MSC-UMW 
BUISNESS WILL OCCUR AT ALL SITES. 

Click Here to print  
a form for mailing.  
Or see next page 

Registrations due by  
October 1, 2019.  

http://rmcumw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2019-AM_Registration-Form_9-12-19.pdf
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 SATELLITE LOCATION REGISTRATION FORM ONLY 
 

We are pleased to offer an opportunity for those who cannot travel to Salt Lake City, to be part of 

the Celebration of the first Annual Gathering of the Mountain Sky Conference UMW 
 

 Celebration presentations by Rev. DeLyn Celec, campus minister and Worship Arts Coordinator at 

Shenandoah University will be live-streamed on Saturday October 26, 2019. 
 

Lunch will be provided for those attending the satellite locations.  
 

The schedule for Saturday’s program will be 

Social gathering at 8:30 am 

Presentation at 9:00 am to 10:30 am 

Business Meeting Session 1 at 10:30 am to 12:00 noon 

Lunch 12 noon to 1:00 pm 

Business Meeting Session 2 at 1:00 to 2:00 pm 

Presentation at 2; 00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Closing Worship and Communion Service at 4:00 pm- 5:00 pm 

 

*Above times may fluctuate but we will try to be sure to announce start and break times for the live-stream.* 

 

Please register for one location. Make a copy so you will have the address of the satellite location 

 

Register online at www.rmcumw.org (form will be up soon) by Oct 11, 2019 or send this form to Lora Fulton, 

1710 Dogwood Court, Broomfield, Colorado.  80020. 
 

Make checks payable to Rocky Mountain Conference UMW. 
 

_____   Saint George United Methodist Church  __________________________________ $20.00 

                 Shepherd of the Hills UMC; 920 W Tonaquist Drive, St George, Utah  84770 

_____   Shiloh UMC in Billings Montana _________________________________________$20.00 

                  1810 Shiloh Road, Billings, Montana.    59106 

_____   Grace UMC in Missoula Montana _______________________________________  $20.00 

                  1756 South 10th Street West, Missoula, Montana.   59801 

_____   Landers UMC in Landers, Wyoming ______________________________________ $20.00 

                   Lander UMC; 262 N 3rd Street, Lander, Wyoming  84520 

_____   1st UMC in Fort Collins, Colorado ______________________________________ _ $20.00 

                   1005 Stover, Fort Collins, Colorado 80524 

_____   1st UMC in Grand Junction Colorado _____________________________________ $20.00 

                    522 White Avenue, Grand Junction Colorado  81501 

 

Paying It Forward Donation:  _________________________________________________  $ _______ 

 

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES: _______________________________________________$ _______ 

Please indicate if we can assist you with the following: 

 

______ Special Needs:  dietary__________________accessiblity_____________________________ 

 

Name _______________________________________  (contact information on page 1) 

http://www.rmcumw.org

