
 

Testimonials from Peer Group Members 

 

Being a pastor is isolating. It was wonderful to have someone to talk to, likeminded people. This 
was a way to hear other people preach, which I don’t normally get to do. And so it’s been a gift 
to be exposed to not only different preachers, but the best thing about our group is the diversity. I 
think it’s been such a wonderful diverse group. Their preaching styles have been so different. 
Even though we worked on the story telling aspect of it, it’s been just lovely. We were 
empowered to be our own voice.  

- Rev. Marjorie Hamilton Scott, St. Luke AME Church, Garland, TX 
 

I was hoping to gain confidence, to gather some tools. It’s been a great experience and it is 
boosting my confidence. Even in the way that I’m preparing my sermons, because I’m thinking 
about the things we’ve said in group and how we’re encouraging one another: maybe you could 
do this, or maybe you could add that. It’s just been a great thing! I learned to take time to 
intentionally prepare. 

I’m excited to be a part of the program. Hoping to mentor people as overflow of the experience. 

- Rev. Etta Anderson, St. Paul AME Church, Rockwall, TX 
 

Just to be in a group of peers, that was a plus, right there. Got to meet new friends. Only a pastor 
knows what it means to be a pastor. It was very encouraging.  

The book selection was awesome! I could see my sermons changing, if not improving, as we 
read more books, very practical books. And the part of storytelling has been a great addition to 
my tool chest.  

- Rev. Julio Cruz-Natal, Emanuel Lutheran Church, Dallas, TX 
 

I learned about the power of a story – stories add depth, they help make people relate and get the 
point. I also gained a new lens – creativity. I was revived to think more creatively. 

- Rev. Cheryl Murphy, Waples Memorial United Methodist Church, Denison, TX 



Not only was I able to share my own personal experience as a Hispanic/Latino preacher, but I 
was also blessed by the rich variety of new seminarian preachers. For me, this was a great 
theological and biblical exercise. 
 
- Rev. Dr. Javier Escalera, Casa Emanu-El United Methodist Church, Dallas, TX 

 

I think one of the best things our seminaries can do is to help students learn to preach.  The 
Perkins Center for Preaching Excellence is a giant step forward and a substantive way to do that. 
 
- Rev. Paul Rasmussen, Highland Park United Methodist Church, Dallas, TX 

 

The preaching peer group has significantly impacted my preaching ministry in a profound way. 
Preaching through story has drastically transformed my sermon preparation and delivery. 
 
- Pastor Dwayne Thompson, First UMC, Prairie View, TX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


