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Spring 2019 Newsletter 

Western Mountains -  Yellowstone Legacy Conference 

 

The  Beat  Goes  ON!   
March  8 to 10, 2019  

UMW Retreat        

Fairmont Hot Springs 

*WHAT is this? This Women’s Event is a biennial gathering of United 

Methodist Women of ALL ages and their friends to explore our faith life, 

sing, study, reflect and grow. This is a wonderful time to recharge for the 

coming spring.    All United Methodist Women, teens and girls, their 

friends and neighbors are invited to come to Fairmont for RETREAT, 

RECREATION, RENEWAL AND REJOICING.  

WHERE:  Fairmont Hot Springs, Gregson, MT (near Anaconda).         

Sunny smiles, welcoming hospitality, colorful sights, gracious 

rhythms, sumptuous luau awaits you and warm waters are          

guaranteed!  You will also find "stellar" leadership from our Western        

Jurisdiction Director Estella "Stell" Wallace.     

       More than 30 UMW leaders from four states gathered in Salt Lake City 

on Jun. 11 –13, 2019 to begin the merger of the Legacy Rocky Mountain and 

Yellowstone UWM Conferences into the Mountain Sky Conference.  The 

gathering started Friday evening with ice breaking  activities and one on one 

conversations sharing hopes, joys and concerns.  The work continued on   

Saturday creating a vision of our new conference.  Throughout the day, our 

national president Shannon Priddy led the group through various discussions 

and activities to help the women get to know each other and understand the 

work ahead.  During the day, we also paused for prayer and devotions.   

 Continued on page 3 

 Creation of the new Mountain Sky  

UMW Conference Begins 
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 Welcome to the winter issue of the Glowing Embers.  Can you imagine those embers in 

a fireplace or campfire ring?  Add some kindling and firewood and the embers will light the fire. 

Keep the fire fed and when you need rest, let the flames return to embers.  That’s how I see 

United Methodist Women as Faith in Action and together in community.                                                         

 Many of you are attending the 2019 General Conference as delegates or as support for 

those who are voting this week in St. Louis.  We are with you in prayer.                                                     

 The 2019 calendar is full of opportunities to gather with district and conference       

women. The district leadership team didn’t plan a spring meeting because we hope               

you can attend and enjoy more than one of the other events.                                                                  

 March 8-10 is the Women’s Retreat at Fairmont Hot Springs where you’ll find fellowship 

and inspiration.  March 23 is the 150th birthday of UMW.  I hope that many of you have plans 

around that date and include your church family in this        celebration. The Mountain Sky Con-

ference Annual meeting will be in Billings in June.  UMW from both Legacy conferences will 

have activities planned. There will be Mission u in July and   August in Montana and a July Mis-

sion u in Colorado.  You could plan a vacation around one of them. The Western Mountains fall 

district meeting will hosted by the Blackfeet Parish UMW September 14 in Browning.   In Octo-

ber, the UMW Annual combined meeting of the Yellowstone Legacy and Rocky Mountain Lega-

cy UMW Conferences will meet in Colorado to become the Mountain Sky Conference UMW.  

There are currently many committees with representation from both conferences working to 

make this a smooth transition. There are also Western Mountains, Big Horn, and Rocky Moun-

tain district women on the committees. After meeting and working with the Rocky Mountain 

women, I am confident and excited about our future.  If you have questions email me at 

BallLL8933@gmail.com. And keep those embers glowing! 

 

Blessings to all,                                                                                                              

Laurie Ball, Western Mountains District President   

The Western Mountains District UMW budgeted $35,000 for 2018                       

Mission  Giving.    Actual year-end giving was $42,258.51.   This included                

Mission giving,  the Legacy fund and designated giving.   Congratulations                    

to all of you for your hard work and support of mission! 

Submitted by Sandra Balliet, Treasurer 

Western Mountains District 2018  

Treasure’s Report 

Western Mountains President’s Message 

mailto:BallLL8933@gmail.com
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 Creation of the new Mountain Sky Conference- continued from page 1 

    “The devotion breaks during our     
sessions were spot on and helped us 
focus our minds and hearts on the 
matters at hand.  One in particular  
was memorable and described our 
task - ‘We're on a journey and the        
journey is long. There will be bumps, 
detours, road blocks, traffic jams, etc. 
so take a moment to stop and pray.’" -- 
MaryAnn Bleyle, Rocky Mtn Legacy 
Conference, Metro District President  

Ellie Young , Shannon Priddy, Stacey King 

A small group found time on Friday to 

tour the UMCOR Depot in Salt Lake City.   

The group assembled approximately 200 

school kits while at the Depot.  

The  group focused on four areas and created four task 

groups to continue the work that was begun in Salt lake 

City:   
  

 Officer REDO: no titles, just job descriptions. 
What is needed to accomplish the purpose?  

 Communications: how do we reach every mem-
ber?  

 Events/programs: how to cover vast distances 
for meetings, retreats, Mission u and annual cel-
ebrations  

 Finance: budgeting, mission giving, legacy giv-
ing, reimbursement guidelines  

    The work did not end when the group departed for 

home.  No….It’s continuing through task force emails, 

phone calls and zoom meetings as the group works hard     

to reach consensus on plans for our future organization. 
We are witnessing the birth of a new and dynamic      

Conference of United Methodist Women.   

    “I found myself amazed at the talents, the commitment 
and the energy of the women around the table. It was 
truly amazing to be in a room with over 30 women and 
find joy without bickering, sharing without negativity, and 
the willingness to change while recognizing and keeping 
the best from our past. Coming together in Salt Lake City 
was our beginning. Being together is our success. And, 
working together is our progress!”  Cathy Speich-
Ferguson, Yellowstone  Legacy Conference 

Editor’s note:  Photos by Beth McKee and Cathy Speich-Ferguson.  

Thank you to the women who provided reflections of their time in 

Salt Lake City and to Ann Heard for publishing the Mountain Sky High 

newsletter that contained these reflections.  You can find this news-

letter on the https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen 

under Western Mountains District. 

   “As we continue our journey to becoming 
one conference, I feel uplifted by the will-
ingness of those in attendance to build a 
strong, inclusive group. We have some  
different traditions but will find ways to   
incorporate them into new traditions to 
honor those women who worked so dili-
gently to create the organization we now 
know as United Methodist Women. Judy 
Eicher, Rocky Mtn Legacy Conference 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen
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Featured Units  

Members of Grace UMW in Dillon work in partnership with their church’s Mission Committee and sew-

ing group to provide comforting prayer shawls and to raise money for local, state, national and interna-

tional needs.  Last summer at the local Farmer’s Market, a group of our ladies raised $6000 for mission 

projects by selling baby layette sets and other hand crafted items.  This money gave financial assistance to 

the Food Bank, Senior Center, Butte Rescue Mission, BUMP (Blackfeet UM Parish), etc.  Our sewing 

group also creates and donates quilts to the hospital to provide a touch of warmth & love to     patients.  

Creating prayer shawls is another of our activities.  These shawls are given as comfort gifts to folks who 

have suffered the loss of a family member or are facing severe health issues.  This year we also answered 

the nation wide UMW call for 800 prayer shawls for the 2019 General Conference.   We sent a prayer 

shawl that will be given out to one of the many delegates at General Conference.   It was only “one” 

shawl, but we know that God hears even the smallest of prayers.    Cathy S Ferguson, UMW Pres. 

    SALMON UMW   

 I am honored once again to serve as the president of our church in Salmon, Idaho. It   is going 

to be a busy year was the board of officers have several project in the making.  

           On February 14th, the members will be working on our fleece blanket project. We will be cut-

ting and sewing blanket to present to members of our church, friends, and many others who have 

health issues.   President Marie Wothe will be serving a luncheon of homemade soup, bread and a des-

sert. A meeting will follow before we start putting together about 80 bags of candy~goodies bags 

which will be delivered to three care centers and shut ins within our community. HAPPY VALEN-

TINES DAY TO ALL.    Marie Wothe, president of the Salmon UMW. 

 

 
On the first Wednesday in February, the Bozeman 

UMW unit hit the road to meet at Aspen Pointe in    

Bozeman with about 20 members and guests     

attending. Aspen Pointe is a independent senior 

living community near the hospital where several of 

our church and UMW family live. We plan one 

general meeting each year to be held at Aspen 

Pointe in February in order to include some of our 

members who find it difficult to come to the 

church during our typical Montana weather. Gloria 

Zimmer, who is VP and in charge of programs, wel-

comed all of those who braved the cold to attend. 

After some warm refreshments and a few an-

nouncements she turned the meeting over to 

BUMC  co-pastor,  Reverend Amy Strader. She 

guided us in a discussion of “Community” by first 

dividing us into small groups where we were given 

resources to help us think about what community 

means. We then shared with the larger group and 

Bozeman UMW 

discussed how community was represented 

and manifested by the early Christian Church 

and mid-era church and in the Church today.  

Everyone agreed that the results were very 

interesting and gave us much to think about. 

 

             Janna Christensen, BUMW President 

Dillon Grace UMW 
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Featured Units  

Stevensville UMW    submitted by Belinda Alkula 
 

 Last year, our president Marcia Prather led us through a lot of change management!  We 
realized that most of us no longer were able and/or willing to continue making apple dumplings  
for sale at our town’s Creamery Picnic in August. For the past several decades, we have raised 
thousands of dollars for mission work around the world. However, we had to make the decision 
that we had to stop doing it and be challenged to find new ways of generating revenue. Instead, 

we were happy to increase our giving at the Pledge to Mission program.  
 

We needed to make changes to ensure the future of our UMW unit.   
 

 There was a need to change our long-standing meeting time of the  second Friday of each 
 month. Many women in the church work during the week and were unable to participate.  
 We realized that our membership consisted of mostly older ladies who had served in UMW 
 officer positions many times in the past and were unable/unwilling to serve again and 
 again in the future. (Travel opportunities and grandchildren in other locations were calling      
 them; their schedules were filled with other activities now.)  

 We needed to cultivate new UMW leadership.  We realized the format of our meetings was 
 too rigid. All reports were given at every meeting. We didn’t allow enough time to devote to 
 the program at each meeting.  

 It was growing more and more difficult to find hostesses for our meetings. Over time, the         
 expectation had grown to have more elaborate table decorations, drinks, treats, so that 
 folks found it difficult to meet those expectations, and it could be costly, as well. 

 

Here are the changes we made, which have already netted very positive results.  
Many working women have gotten involved, and new leaders are emerging! 
 

 This year, we are meeting the third Saturday (10 am to noon) during the months of January, 
 March, May, September and October. 

 Some UMW officers/coordinators’ positions are “job-shared positions,” to allow traveling ladies 
 to still participate.  

 The format of the meetings has changed so that all coordinators’ reports are provided in     
 writing, and other reports alternate from meeting to meeting.  Our program times have    
 expanded to allow more in-depth, meaningful programs to be offered.  

 The only expectation of hostesses is to provide a drink and an “easy” snack. Whoever wants 
 to go out together for a “no-host” lunch afterwards is welcome to do so. (A back room at a 
 nearby restaurant is reserved.)  

 Special activities are scheduled for Saturdays, too. They include a February brunch, a joint 
 fundraising effort with our church’s United Methodist Men’s group (a summertime rum-
 mage sale), a summer picnic, a bazaar in November and a Christmas party in December.   

 

Indeed, our God is a God of “new beginnings!” Thanks be to God!!! 

$  SCAM   ALERT  $ 

Please be aware that your district and conference officers will never ask you to buy gift cards and 

send the card numbers to them.  Nor will they ask you to send funds electronically from your 

checking or savings account.  If you are a unit, district or conference treasurer, they will never ask 

for your UMW checking or savings account balances.  These are scams that appear to be from a 

person you know.  They should be deleted from your email without answering them.  
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 April 2018 Columbia Falls UMW held a 

“Spring Workshop” event featuring a salad potluck 

lunch, special music and guest speakers. 20 people 

attended this very informative and interesting work-
shop!  Cathy Dragonfly & Tamara Sundberg repre-

sented CF CAT, a group which assists homeless 

students in Columbia Falls.  Last spring there were 

approximately 180 homeless students in grades      

K-12. Most of the students were still with their  

families but met the guidelines of being homeless.  

Some lived with friends or in campers.  About 40 

homeless students were living on their own.  Along 

with students facing homelessness, many more    

students are often in need of basics such as school 

supplies, food, toiletries, shoes, bedding or clothing.  

CF CAT tries to provide fresh fruit and vegetables 

and has peanut butter and jelly sandwich making  

stations in the high school.  The UMW keeps in 

touch with CF CAT and lets the church family know 

of their needs.  

 
 Also in attendance at the workshop was Pam 

Schapper, representing the Providence Home 

located near Kalispell.  It is part of Intermountain.  

Pam told the history of Intermountain and how 
Providence Home came to be in the Flathead.  

Providence Home currently has 8 children who 

have been removed from their homes because of 

abuse and neglect.  They have been severely abused, 

either physically, sexually  or mentally and because 

of this, they cannot attend public schools.  They are 

schooled on-site at Providence.  They also have  

various needs for their kids. The UMW keeps in 

touch with CF CAT and lets the church family know 

of their needs.  Their fall pledge drive focused on 

the needs at Providence House. The program and 

lunch were so  successful that the UMW plans to 

have another workshop event in 2019. 

Featured Units  

Columbia Falls UMW 

Geraldine Paulus  June 11, 1914—Feb. 10, 2019 
 

 First president of the Yellowstone Conference of the United Methodist Women passed away at 
the age of 104.  Gerry was born June 11, 1914 to DeLoss and Clara (Lemmer) Moulton on the homestead 
near Collins, Montana. Her family was joined by the birth of brother Bud and sister Pat as the family 
moved from Montana to Nebraska and back to Choteau area where she started high school in 1929 and 
graduated with the Teton County High School class of 1933. She studied education at the Normal College 
in Dillon.  She married Willard Paulus in 1937 and started married life east of Choteau. She and Willard 
raised two children and farmed until Willard's death in 1986. 
 Her involvement in the Methodist church began in earnest in 1939 as church pianist and Sunday 
school teacher and expanded to Queen Esther girls, Vacation Bible School, and the 1930's Ladies Industri-
al. Gerry involved herself as the Methodist churches merged and the woman's organization became the 
Women's Society of Christian Service. She held many district offices. In 1972 the Methodists merged with 
the Evangelical United Brethren as did the women's    organization. Never timid, she was elected the first 
president of the Yellowstone Conference of the United Methodist Women. She served on lots of com-
mittees during the next 30 years, and travel she did in service to the church. She visited Nairobi in 1986 as 
Delegate for the World Methodist Conference and Mexico for Bread for the World. In 1991 it was Singa-
pore for her    second World Methodist Conference and to Rio de Janeiro in 1996 for her third Confer-
ence. She visited Nairobi in 1977 and 2002 to support Kenya Methodist University. During the 1970's she 
served on the board of the Methodist's Criminal Justice Effort. 

 Condolences may be left on-line at www.gorderjensenfuneralhome.com.  
  Her complete obituary may be read at that website also.   

In Memoriam 

http://www.gorderjensenfuneralhome.com/
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United Methodist Women Census 2018 

Local Unit Presidents: Local Unit Presidents are asked to complete the online form for the 2018    

United Methodist Women census between Jan 1 and Feb 28. This year is focused on gathering         

information that will inform the National office, Conference and District leadership on local efforts    

in order to plan for growth, outreach and impact.  You can find the Census form on the main page of 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/   There is also a video you can watch on how to submit your infor-

mation, just click the green Census button.    Census 2018 

 Local Units are asked to complete the census form by Feb. 28.  When you submit it successful-

ly, you will immediately get a “Thank You” message on your computer. If your unit has not entered      

information by Feb. 28, one of the District Membership chairmen (Belinda Alkula or Robynn Wood) 

will call in March to get the information needed to complete it by the Census Submission Deadline:         

Saturday March 30, 2019.   The United Methodist Women will never share contact information        

outside the organization without permission. 

Questions?  If you need to know the number of members your unit registered as of Jan 1, 2018 

Contact Conference Secretary Kay Duffield 406-543-6722 opus@montana.com 

Big Horn District Robynn Wood  406-781-1654 rwood2381@gmail.com  

Western Mountains District  Belinda Alkula 406-777-2077 Belinda.Alkula@gmail.com 

The leaders of the United Methodist Women (UMW) of the Mountain Sky Conference  met as a     

conference merger work group in Salt Lake City on Jan. 12.   Hearing that over 10,000 children are      

in detention centers across the country has touched members' hearts, and they have stepped up to      

sign on for social justice.  These women released a statement regarding the current immigration        

issue. The statement can be found online on the UMW page on the Mtn Sky website 

www.mtnskyumc.org.   UMW members across the Mountain Sky conference may sign in support of the 

statement concerning the detention of children and adults who are seeking asylum in the U.S.  If you 

would like to add your name to the list of signatures, please email Karen 

at  jaeger.karen@gmail.com or Ann at annorganic1@gmail.com.  

Statement on Immigration 

Immigration, Migrants and UM Deaconess 
       “Under a short stairwell of the Matamoros Bridge, huddled next to a concrete wall to escape the 

wind, Isabel sat on a blanket holding her 16-month-old daughter. The little girl’s big brown eyes looked 

glazed and she has a fever….. The pair had traveled from Nicaragua to the Mexico U.S. border only to 

be stopped and given a number that places them in a long line waiting to request asylum…….Cindy 

Johnson, a United Methodist deaconess, comes to the bridge most days to talk to people camped out 

there as they wait for their turn to cross….seeking asylum. …...After counting how many people are at 

the bridge, Johnson orders beans & rice from a nearby street vendor. She brings the food back to the 

group, something the Johnsons do frequently…..She takes Isabel and her daughter to a pharmacy for 

medicine…..”    Story by Kathy L. Gilbert,  Feb. 7, 2019    UM News       Read More of this story and 

other news of UMW at service to others at:   https://www.umnews.org/en/news  

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2018.html
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2018.html
mailto:opus@montana.com
mailto:rwood2381@gmail.com
mailto:Belinda.Alkula@gmail.com
mailto:jaeger.karen@gmail.com
mailto:annorganic1@gmail.com
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  March 8—10   “The Beat Goes ON”  UMW Retreat 

      Fairmont Hot Springs, MT 
 

   May 4—5 Spiritual Life Retreat,  Glen Eyrie                   

Castle and Retreat Center Colorado Springs, CO 
 

   June 13-16  Mtn Sky Annual Conference,  

      Billings, MT 
 

   Sept. 14    Western Mountains  UMW  District  

    Fall  meeting, Browning, MT 
             

April 17-19  “Calling U”  Western Jurisdiction   

     2020           Quadrennial Event, Tempe, AZ 

 Conference Mission Today Awards : 

 Boulder, Bozeman, Great Falls Christ,  

Great Falls Westside, Helena Covenant, 

Helena St. Paul’s, Kalispell Epworth,       

Missoula First, Stevensville, Superior 

 

District UWM Honor Awards: 
 Boulder, Bozeman, Great Falls Christ, 

Great Falls First, Great Falls Westside, 

Helena Covenant, Helena St. Paul’s,       

Kalispell Epworth, Missoula First, Polson, 

Salmon, Stevensville, Superior  

 

2017 Five Star Awards: 
5 star- Big Sandy,  Bozeman, Great Falls 

Christ, Great Falls First,  Helena St. Paul’s, 

Kalispell,  Mission Valley, and Missoula First 

4 star- Great Falls Westside, Stevensville 
3 star- Boulder, Columbia Falls, Superior, 

and Townsend 

2 star Hamilton UM-AB and Salmon UMC 
1 star- Dillon Grace, Missoula Grace and 

Polson UMC 

 

2018   AWARDS 

  
UMW Mission Priorities 

Mission u 2019 Dates: 

Two Day Events: 

• Mission u at Parker UMC, Parker, CO - July 12-13 

 

• Mission u at Mission Valley UMC, St. Ignatius, MT - July 26-27   

• Mission u  at Grace UMC, Billings, MT - Aug. 16-17  

• Classes offered at Grace UMC & Mission Valley:  

                 The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship led  

                by Rev. Sarah Beck 

     Geographic Study: "Women United for Change" led  

    by Jeannie Hall 

 

One-Day Events: 

• Mission u at Longmont UMC, Longmont, CO -July 24, 2019 

• Mission u at Delta UMC, Delta, CO - Aug. 3 

• Mission u at Ogden UMC, Ogden, UT - Aug. 10 

• Mission u at Gillette UMC, Gillette, WY - Aug. 17 

• Mission u at Cortez UMC, Cortez, CO - Aug. 24 

• Mission u at Wiley UMC, Wiley, CO - September (Pending) 

 

 

Contact Janet Wolfer, Mission u Dean, for more information            

on Rocky Mountain Legacy Conference events.  

Contact Cathy Speich-Ferguson, Mission u Dean for more          

information on Yellowstone Legacy Conference events 

mailto:jkwolfer@gmail.com
mailto:cathysf@bresnan.net
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Annual United Methodist Women   DAY OF GIVING  March 23 
Join United Methodist Women around the country on March 

23 for the Annual Day of Giving to THE LEGACY FUND.  This 

fund is a permanent endowment to support the wonderful 

works of future generations of United Methodist Women.    

Invest in our future and make a donation on March 23.   

Giving is easy:    

• Online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 

• By phone: 800-276-7771 (8am-6pm EST, Monday-Friday. 

• Text Legacy 150 to 41444. 
• By check to:  Office of the Treasurer, United Methodist   

Women, 475 Riverside Driver, New York, NY 10115.   

Write “The Legacy Fund” in the memo section of check. 

 
 

 

Reading Program and Consignment Orders Update: This is the latest news from New York: 
 
Beginning in January 2019, United Methodist Women Mission Resources (PBD) will 

no longer stock books on the Reading Program lists. 

What this means: 
You will no longer be able to order books on the Reading Program lists from United       

Methodist Women Mission Resources. 

You will be able to purchase books from Cokesbury, Amazon and other major retailers,     

often at less cost than offered by Mission Resources. 

If you purchase from Amazon, the books are shipped free if you are a Prime member. If      

you purchase through the Amazon Smile program, a donation is made with each order    

to  United Methodist Women. To learn about Amazon Smile, visit smile.amazon.com. 

(Choose the United Methodist Women in New York, NY, to support the national office.) 

 
Beginning January 2019, United Methodist Women Mission Resources (PBD) will no 

longer offer consignment orders for events. 

What this means: 
You will no longer be able to order United Methodist Women resources on consignment for 

your event and return what was not sold. 

You will be able to order a free sample box that contains several United Methodist Women 

resources to display and keep at no charge to you. You may take orders from members on 

site or let them know how to place their own orders. 

You will be able to purchase quantities of United Methodist Women mission resources for 

your event that you may sell. These will not be returnable. 

 

The resource center is no longer publishing the reading guide as they have in the 

past years.  It is available at the following web address as a flip book:  

http://online.fliphtml/5.com/eiek/fxug/#p=1 

Remember this is a “reading” program, not a book buying program!  Check with 

your library and fellow UMW members first to see if you can borrow a book. 

Latest News on the Reading Program 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund.
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UMW Reading Program.               

Category: Leadership Development:  

 Imagine my surprise as I was 

reading this book about bullying, 

when bullying was a topic on the   

television news!  Bullying and cyber-

bullying are real threats among       

students, especially elementary-age 

children. The main character in this 

book is bullied and the story shows 

how she reacts and then takes care 

of the situation. This book is part of 

a series on bullying, each book from 

a different perspective. It is a        

children’s book, and is available 

through the “Imagine If” library     

system.    (Reviewed by Janet Ulrich) 

BOOK REVIEW:      “Weird”   by Erin Frankel  

Page 10 Glowing  Embers  

 

BOOK REVIEW: “ I Love Growing Older But I’ll Never Grow Old” 

UMW Reading Program.               

Category:  Nurturing for Community  

 
Author J. Ellsworth Kalas, a retired 

United Methodist pastor, has written 

many books, including the Back Side 

series. Interesting lines include: Those 

of us who are growing older need to 

do what we can today – not next 

week, not tomorrow, but today”…   

“One of the ways to grow older   

without growing old is to become a 

beneficiary of your past rather than 

its victim or its prisoner.”   

…”we need to think seriously enough 

about time to remember that time is, 

indeed, God’s priceless gift,”… “The 

goal is not to remain young. The goal 

is to grow up.” This book has enough 

good advice that I recommend read-

ing it more than once, perhaps once a 

year!       (Reviewed by Janet Ulrich) 

Visit our new website at:                                           
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen 

 

 

 

 

 
2019 Yellowstone Legacy Conference Directory will be handed out at Fairmont Women’s       

Retreat to a representative from each unit.  Copies that aren’t picked up will be mailed to local units.   

 

UMW Policy Statement:  It is against the policy of the Untied Methodist Women to release 

lists of    officers to any organization or commercial firm.  These lists are published for the use of local, 
district and conference officers of the Yellowstone Legacy Conference United Methodist Women and 

are to be used only for the promotion of the work of the Untied Methodist Women.   

The Yellowstone Conference website is off the air and all the Yellowstone Legacy               Con-

ference UMW news can be found on the Mountain Sky website.  If you enter                         

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen it should take you right to our                            

page.  If not, find the tab marked “Ministries” and click on United Methodist Women.   

Make it one of your favorite websites so you can check it often.   

              ********************************************************************* 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen
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 Our 2019 Legacy Rocky Mountain Conference United 
Methodist Women Spiritual Life Retreat theme will be inspired 
by the book, Dare to lead: Brave work, tough conversations, 
whole hearts (2018), by Brené Brown.  It is recommended that 
you read, review or become familiar with this book before the 
retreat.  Check it out from your local library or purchase it from 
Amazon (use RMCUMW Smile) for approximately 
$19.00.  Share the purchase and pass the book around.     Re-
treat leader – Rev Amy Gearhart.  Rev. Gearhart is an elder in 
the United Methodist Church from the Missouri Conference 
and has served congregations for over 30 years in Illinois, North 
Carolina, St. Louis, Kansas City, and Columbia, MO.  Most re-
cently she was the Senior Pastor of the Missouri UMC.   She is 
completing her dissertation in Educational Leadership and Poli-
cy Analysis as she researches part-time local pastors and the 
adjunctification of ministry.  She is a certified   professional 
coach and holds certificates in Nonprofit    Executive Leader-
ship and College Teaching.  She has two young adult daughters 

 SAVE THE DATE  Saturday May 4, and Sunday May 5,  

Glen Eyrie Castle & Retreat Center                                                 

Dare to Live, Love, and Lead 

Glen eyrie Castle and Retreat Center 

Colorado Springs, CO 

Rev. Amy Gearhart                                        
Senior Executive for Transition and 

Conference Culture –  Mountain Sky 
Conference    

A link to the registration form and detailed schedule of this 

event may be found on the Mtn Sky website on the UMW 

page. 

Greetings from your New District Spiritual Growth                   

and Membership Coordinator 

       Grace and peace to each of you.       I am so very excited to begin service as your new      
coordinator. I appreciate all that was accomplished by our previous coordinator, Peg Plimpton.   
Thank you, Peg! 
 2019 is chocked full of exciting and fun opportunities for spiritual growth: The biennial    
Fairmont Hot Springs Conference Retreat, the summer Mission u offered at two different      
locations, and our district fall meeting on Saturday, September 14, at the Browning United 
Methodist Church.  Don’t delay.  Mark your calendars now.  Save these dates for some fun 
road trips with your gal pals. Look forward to great times together -- making memories, learn-
ing and growing together!   

 Belinda Alkula,  Spiritual Growth & Membership Coordinator 

Spiritual Life Retreat is Coming! 
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MOUNTAIN SKY CONFERENCE WEB SITE AND POINTS 

OF ENTRY FOR UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Entry:    https://www.mtnskyumc.org/ 

 

Select MINISTRIES tab & click on United Methodist Women OR SKIP THE ENTRY AND DOUBLE CLICK 

THIS LINK https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen 

PAGE DOWN TO VARIOUS LINKS including: 

 

The Legacy links take you to specific information such as newsletters, Districts, upcoming events, etc. 

Visit the Mission u 

page 
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/mission_u 

Yellowstone  Legacy 

Conference 

https://w(ww.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen#YAC%20UMW 
many other links to districts and UMW District/Conference/national information 

Rocky Mountain 

Legacy Conference 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen#Rocky%20Mountain%20Legacy%
20Conference%20UMWmany other links to districts and UMW District/Conference/national infor-
mation: 

2017-2020 UMW 
Handbook and      

Bylaws 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/umwhandbook2017-2020.pdf 

 Example of link to a specific piece of information: the 2017-2020 UMW Handbook/Bylaws 

Easy access to UMW National Website 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 One click and you’re in the UMW National Website 

    https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ 

One click and you’re at the place likely most used/needed 

by  UMW District & Unit Leaders 

  https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders 

One click and you’re in the UMW store which offers many 

freematerials as well as Reading Program books, merchan-

dise, etc.    https://www.umwmissionresources.org/ 

One click and you’re in the realm of response maga-

zine in various languages, formats, & program em-

phases   https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

One click and you can find any materials/information a 

Treasurer needs 

   https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/treasurers 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/mission_u
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/mission_u
http://www.mtnskyumc.org/mission_u
http://www.mtnskyumc.org/mission_u
http://www.mtnskyumc.org/mission_u
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen#YAC%20UMW
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen#YAC%20UMW
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen#YAC%20UMW
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen#Rocky%20Mountain%20Legacy%20Conference%20UMW
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen#Rocky%20Mountain%20Legacy%20Conference%20UMW
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen#Rocky%20Mountain%20Legacy%20Conference%20UMW
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/unitedmethodistwomen#Rocky%20Mountain%20Legacy%20Conference%20UMW
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/umwhandbook2017-2020.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/umwhandbook2017-2020.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/umwhandbook2017-2020.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/umwhandbook2017-2020.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/treasurers
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Your district team of officers met on Jan. 26, 2019 

at First UMC Church in Missoula.  A  special thank 

you goes out to FUMC UMW who provided a very 

yummy soup and sandwich lunch. 

UMW Western District 

Team Meeting  Jan. 2019 

March  31, 2019 

 Global Goods Partners (GGP) is a not-for-profit that 

is committed to providing sustainable jobs for women— 

GGP taps into the rich well of skill and artistry that is passed 

from one generation of women to the next. They invest all 

proceeds from product sales in developing sustainable market 

access as well as providing training and funding to enable our 

partners to prosper and thrive well into the future.   As a 

501(c) 3 organization, all proceeds are directed toward      

expanding the capacity of our artisan partners.   

Shop  at  the  national  UMW   Website:    

Check out all that is available for purchase 

at the national UMW website e-store and 

their partner Global Goods Partners 

https://globalgoodspartners.org/pages/our-impact
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a  

community of women whose purpose is to know God and  

experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;  

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand  

concepts of mission through participation in the  

global ministries of the church. 

GLOWING      
EMBERS 

Western Mountains 

Yellowstone Legacy 

Conference  2019 

Spring Newsletter 

Do you have news articles, 

events or photos you would 

like to submit for the news-

letter?  If so, you may  email 

your information to: 

cathysf@bresnan.net 

HOLY  HILARITY 

Without my aches and pains, 

I have nothing to talk about."  

Sign outside Grove Baptist Church: 

"Just love everyone. 

I'll sort them out later." – God 

   ‒ via George Goldtrap Ormond-by-the-Sea, FL 

 

Seen on a church sign: 

"God should be our steering wheel, not  

our spare tire." 

‒ via Rev. Dr. Karl R. Kraft   Dover, DE 

Holy Hilarity reprinted 

with permission from the 

Joyful Newsletter 

 

 "I slept and dreamt that life was joy. I awoke 

and saw that life was service. I  acted and 

behold, service was joy." ‒ Rabindranath  

Tagore  via Rev. Dale Schoening  Madrid, IA  

        lnterim Pastor Linda Creason of 

Dawson Springs (KY) Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) felt she had to or-

ganize a Holy Humor Sunday service 

"because I am 80-years-old and I might 

not get another chance."  So she distrib-

uted   plastic Easter eggs with candy 

and jokes in them and folks were asked 

to share them. They sang two hymns – 

"Joy to the World" and "Go Tell It on 

the Mountain."  

A Bubbling  Service 

 Everyone received a small bottle of 

bubble-blowing solution, and Rev. 

Robyn Plocher stood in the aisle    

greeting people by blowing bubbles 

toward them as they moved to their 

seats. "Easter joy is bubbling up in  

your soul," she declared.  The sanctuary 

was decorated with balloon bouquets 

and smiley faces.    

Plainfield (IA) United  

Methodist Church  

PROGRAM  IDEAS 


