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Alex talked with the kids before the movie: 

❖ I am going to give you a word to think about during the movie. Stereotype. 
❖ Also, think about what you think is fair and not fair. 
❖ Stereotype is a big word. What do you think it means?  
❖ A stereotype is an idea or belief many people have about a thing or group that is based upon 

how they look on the outside. It is also an idea or belief about a group of people. It can limit how 
we see them or how we see ourselves. Stereotypes cause prejudice, another big word. It means 
someone tells you you are not good enough or you cannot do something based on who you are 
or how you look. Do you think this is fair or unfair? 

❖ What is something you can think of that you have said is not fair? 
❖ Watch for stereotypes during the movie, they may even come up when you don’t expect them. 

 

 



 

After the movie- 

❖ That was such a great movie! Raise your hand if anything in it reminded you of 
something you have experienced or seen happen around you? 

❖ Remember the word I gave you? Stereotype. There were lots of stereotypes in this 
movie.  As the movie starts we meet Judy, a bunny who lives with her family in a bunny 
burrow.  What does she want to be when she is an adult bunny? (A cop)  

❖ Do the people around her think she can become a cop? (No, she is called stupid, a 
bunny has never done that before, it would be difficult, it’s impossible, and bunnies don’t 
do that, she is just a carrot farming bunny) 

❖ But, Judy believes in herself. Her dream is to move to Zootopia, where everyone is 
joined together, anyone can be anything. 

❖ Judy’s parent’s are worried about her. What kind of things do Judy’s parents tell her as 
she is leaving? (There are predators in Zootopia and they are all bad. Foxes are the 
worst of the worst and that being bad is in their biology.) 

❖ What stereotypes do we see so far? (Judy being told she can’t be a cop because she is 
a bunny and Judy being told all foxes are bad). 

❖ What do you want to be when you grow up? (Allow responses) 
❖ Can you do that? (Of course, you can do anything, don’t let anyone tell you otherwise) 
❖ Judy is so excited to get to Zootopia. She begins training to be an officer. How does that 

go? (They tell her to quit and go home.) 
❖ She works as hard as she can, she becomes the first rabbit officer in Zootopia. She 

wants to work on missing mammal cases and is determined to be the best. Still, she is 
assigned to be a meter maid, because they don’t think she can do more. Do you think 
she could have done the job of the other police officers just as well? 

❖ Some crazy things start to happen in Zootopia. Mammals are disappearing and we don’t 
know why. At first it seems like there are so many bad guys, we are made to think 
certain animals are bad. 

❖ Who do you think is the bad guy in the movie? (Is it the mammals that are considered 
predators like lions?) Why? 

❖ Do we usually think the big “scary” animals are bad and the small, fluffy “cute” animals 
are good? This is a stereotype. Of course, sometimes the big scary animals could be the 
bad guys, but not every time. 

❖ In the beginning would we ever think that the sheep, who is the assistant to the mayor 
and is being portrayed as little, quiet, and being taken advantage of, could be the bad 
guy? (This is another stereotype.) 

❖ A few times even Judy gave in to believing stereotypes. She isn’t sure she can trust Nick 
and then when she talks about predators and their biology. She tells Nick, he is not like 
“them”. Nick has faced a lot of prejudice because of stereotypes. When he was little he 



couldn’t join cub scouts. The members bullied him. How do you think he felt being 
excluded from the group?  

❖ What can you do when you see someone being excluded from a group? (Stand by them, 
let them know they have a friend in you, be their ally) 

❖ Of course, we eventually learn the truth and that the stereotypes were not true.  
❖ At the very end we see Gazelle being an ally as she tries to hold peaceful rallies saying 

that this is not the Zootropolis she knows, she knows they can be better.  
❖ So, what does it mean to be an ally? It means we take the time to get to know people, 

who they are inside instead of judging them based on how they look. It means we talk 
about what we see happening and work to change it. 

❖ We learned from Zootopia that we have to work together to overcome stereotypes. We 
have to be allies to those facing prejudice. Thinking in terms of stereotypes can lead to 
bad conclusions and you could miss out on great friendships. 

❖ We are reminded from the biggest elephant to a fox we all have to try to make the world 
a better place, change starts with all of us.  

 

Thanks for coming everyone!  We hope you enjoyed the movie and learned something too! 

 


