
Lay Leaders’ Welcome to Annual Conference 

Whatever you have done for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done for me.  

(Matthew 25: 40)  You must love your neighbor as yourself.  (Matthew 22:39) What does the LORD require 

of you?  To do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:6)  These familiar 

scripture passages speak to the theme of Annual Conference this year, “Living into Beloved 

Community.”   We will be inspired, we will be challenged, we will be informed as we come together at 

the Marriott next June to do the work of Annual Conference, to consider issues of food insecurity and 

clean water as well as spiritual hungers and thirsts. 

For those who have been Members of Annual Conference for a few years, it is kind of like a home-

coming or family reunion.  For those new to this experience, it is a lot to take in!  There will be an 

orientation session on Thursday morning before Annual Conference begins.  A booklet is available 

through Cokesbury that many churches have available: “Lay Leader, Lay Member.” It describes Lay 

Member responsibilities:  preparation, presence, service after Annual Conference. It would be good to 

talk with others from your church or your District as you prepare to serve your church as part of the 

Annual Conference community. Be sure to watch the Conference News for information. There will be 

sessions for worship, business, education, legislative work, and times of fellowship.  Be prepared to be 

present, to attend and participate in all the sessions. 

Lay Members can look forward to the Laity Session on Friday morning, with our Conference Youth 

leading us in worship.  As is our practice, we will do Breakout Sessions again during the Lay Session.  

People have asked for updates on Certified Lay Ministry and Lay Servants at this time, and we are 

working on Breakout Session that focus on topics of food insecurity and clean water. Plans are underway 

for the Laity Awards luncheon on Saturday, where we honor Quiet Disciples and Lay Servants.  That is 

always a good time to come together for fellowship with those across our Conference.   

When you register for Annual Conference, note the Special Meals section.  In addition to the Laity 

Luncheon, there are usually meal times with special speakers for COSROW (Committee on the Status 

and Role of Women), Religion and Race, United Methodist Men, United Methodist Women, Church and 

Society, Conference Board of Global Ministries, Hispanic Ministries, and more.  Some of these groups 

will be meeting together for a meal and a special program, and these are always good times for 

fellowship and learning.  Youth have special activities planned before and during Annual Conference and 

of course are welcome at any of the Special Meals as well. 

Annual Conference reminds us of who we are and the purpose to which we are called as United 

Methodists: "The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world."  This time together equips us for ministry and provides a connection for ministry. We look 

forward to seeing you next June to renew friendships and make new ones, and to join with you in the 

worship and work of Annual Conference. 

       Grace and Peace to you, 

       Margaret Hotze and Kunle Taiwo, 

       RMC Co-Lay Leaders 


