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 The Rocky Mountain Annual Conference has been a busy time for many of the United 

Methodists and guests present in Pueblo, but one group that has been active and having a great 

time are the conference youth who have been here.  Many youth have been visible throughout 

the conference including Doug Palmer and Becca Fenton, both members of the Conference 

Council of Youth Ministries who presented with the Imagine team.  Others have been here 

watching, learning and experiencing the conference.   

 Most of the youth went on the Sand Creek pilgrimage together, riding on one bus and 

walking the site together.  The experience was powerful and they were able to learn and 

experience together.  On the trip back from Sand Creek the fellowship continued into the time at 

the Pueblo Convention Center. 

 At the Convention Center there were regular opportunities for youth to connect in with 

each other.  Multiple times per day there were presenters at the Youth Spotlight Table.  These 

presenters ranged from campus ministers to young missionaries with opportunities for our youth 

as they matriculate from High School.  In addition, on Thursday night the conference’s young 

persons’ ministry group provided a free dinner for all youth at Angelo’s Pizza.  It was a time for 

us all to gather and share a meal, fellowship and several presentations.   

 On Saturday, during the Lay Session, there was a conversation on young adult and 

college ministry.  The presentation was well attended, proving that reaching young United 

Methodists is a great concern of many in the conference.  The attendance at the conversation was 

around three-quarters adults and one-quarter young adults and youth.  While I felt like much of 

the presentation was disconnected from my experience of working with youth and young adults, 

I think that the continuance of the conversation is very important. One of the really valuable 

topics, which the conference would be well-served to consider discussing further, was how youth 

workers can help their youths transition to college.  This is a great concern of many youth 



workers and, unfortunately, much of the literature regarding this topic has some questionable 

theology and naïve assumptions about the youth of our church. 

 Ultimately, the youth attendance at this year’s Annual Conference is heartening.  In 

addition, the involvement of several of our youth in the functions of the conference makes me 

very excited going forward.  However, we must continue to get our youth involved.  As one 

person suggested during the conference, the youth are not just the future of our church.  They are 

the present.  As our heavily-involved youth move on to college next year, we are tasked with 

encouraging more youth from each and every congregation of our conference to attend next year 

and the year after that and the year after that.  That is the future of our church – the continuing 

development of young persons’ involvement in the actual functioning of our Annual Conference. 


