
 
Lay Leaders’ Invitation to Annual Conference      

 
Annual Conference is always a great time to come together as people called Methodists in 
Rocky Mountain Conference. Last year we journeyed out onto the plains, in search of 
healing relationships with our Native American brothers and sisters.  This year we travel 
up the mountain, searching out our relationships with creation.  We give thanks; we 
celebrate the revelation of God in the diversity of land and of people.   
 
From the time of Augustine, it has been said that God has two books: the Bible and 
Creation: both reveal God to us.  We sing with fervor, “This Is My Father’s World… His 
hands the wonders wrought,” and we cherish our time in nature.  At the same time, we 
grapple with issues like fracking, rising seas, extinction of species. Our emphasis has 
changed over the years from dominion over creation, to stewardship of creation, to kinship 
with creation.  Please join us on a journey up the mountain to the spectacular setting of the 
Y Camp to do the business of Annual Conference, but also to enlarge our understanding of 
how God is calling us to be in this world we love so much. 
 
And, there’s more:  another major focus of Annual Conference this year is preparation for 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences, which will be held in 2016. These Conferences 
discern God’s work and set direction for the church for the next Quadrennium.  Both Laity 
and Clergy will elect Delegates to those Conferences, and we will consider petitions and 
resolutions that could be sent to General Conference for deliberation.  See the Annual 
Conference online site for more information about the purpose and work of both General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences and the Delegate Application process. 
 
These two emphases of Annual Conference are not separate and distinct.  All come together 
as we order our lives as Christians, and as United Methodists.  Our theology does not reveal 
itself only in the sanctuary, but carries us out into the world, the intersection of faith and 
life. So, come up the mountain with us.  We look forward to the rich and diverse fellowship 



of believers, the kindred spirits of those who love the Lord and our church.  We hope to see 
you there! 
 
Margaret Hotze and Kunle Taiwo 
Rocky Mountain Conference Co-Lay Leaders 


