Telling the Story 2017
TELLING THE STORY: Stories of Living into Beloved Community
Food Security and Clean Water
Rocky Mountain Annual Conference 2017
Saturday, June 17, 2017: The Marriott DTC

THE SCRIPT
Hymn of Transition: Regent Square (Lyrics in Passing the Mantle Service).
Introduction

Youngsook Kang

“Umuntu ngumuntu ngamantu.”
I am a person through other people. My humanity is tied to yours. — Zulu Proverb
“People are people through other people”
This expression in Zulu language goes like this, “Umuntu Ngumuntu Ngamantu” It’s a South African
proverb or Zulu proverb, and it is about the spirit of community. Many who live in the African continent
simply say – UBUNTU.
Ubuntu is a shortened version of this proverb- meaning togetherness. Ubuntu means community. I am a
person through other people. My humanity is tied to yours. We are together a community. We are
together a beloved community.
Throughout the quadrennium of 2017-2020, the work of mission in the Mountain Sky Area and the Rocky
Mountain Conference will be guided by the spirit of beloved community. We are calling upon each other
to welcome all people through acts that respect all humanity. “Welcoming others is imperative to creating
Beloved Community,” Bishop Karen says.
With the spirit of beloved community, we immerse ourselves in the work of securing food justice and
clean water this year.
In Matthew 25, Jesus says, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”
So, following Jesus’ footsteps, we ask a thematic question, “Who is hungry or thirsty among us–
physically and spiritually? What does it mean to extend God’s love?”
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We are presenting on this theme throughout the 2017 annual conference session. We heard the Episcopal
Address, the Laity Address, and the key note presentation shared by Alexia Salvatierra around this theme.
The Ministry Immersion where 650 people participated was a way in which we lived out the theme. Four
Community Café sessions will be presented around the topics of food and water this afternoon, and now
Telling the Story!
Telling the Story is one of the ways that we are sharing the theme of the annual conference –Living into
Beloved Community with a missional focus on food and water. Each of the four ministry areas of the
conference will tell the story of how they are living out the vision of Beloved Community.
This Telling the Story session is guided by the following framing question:
What are the issues related to hunger and access to clean water in our neighborhoods, states, region, and
world, and how are we (and how will we be) ordering our lives and ministries to respond with the hands
of Jesus?
In response, the Laity, Cabinet, Finance and Mission and Ministry Area teams are telling the Story. Our
lay leaders will go first. Please welcome Kunle Taiwo and Margaret Hotze.

Lay Leaders: Tell the story of “Living into Beloved Community” (10 minutes)

Margaret Hotze &
Kunle Taiwo

It is always energizing to get reports from all over the Conference on what local churches are doing. As we
think about food security and clean water ministries, we remember that the disciples on the road to Emmaus
recognized Jesus’ presence with them in the breaking of bread. As you see pictures and hear stories, you will
see that Jesus’ presence is still revealed to us as we break bread together and as we serve those who are
hungry.
We begin with the Table of Grace Ministries at Brentwood UMC. Brentwood serves two meals a month to
their community. Their brochures are published in three languages to demonstrate that all are welcomed to
the table. They‘ve served over 5000 meals since 2012!
Platteville provides a monthly community meal called “First Friday.” They have been providing a free meal
every month for seven years, serving between 85 and 100 people with a simple, home cooked meal, with time
for conversation. It looks like fun!
Moving over to Utah, we hear from Hilltop UMC: every first Sunday, members bring in food items that go to
the Rescue Mission of Salt Lake and Crossroads Urban Center, which runs a food pantry. Members also serve
at the Rescue Mission in Salt Lake. They also make bags for the homeless, which include toiletries, water, and
protein bars. Members who work downtown take the bags to distribute in person to those in need.
Back in Colorado, Rocky Ford UMC began their food ministry by partnering with Compassion Food Bank of
Pueblo to provide food assistance for working poor and others who do not qualify for government sponsored
assistance, helping supply groceries to over 200 families a month. That food bank outgrew its facilities, so
now the congregation started its own food pantry that serves 10 families a week.
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Center UMC also has a food pantry in their church available for anyone in the community. They also have a
dinner called “Cooking with Your Neighbor” once a month, where they invite folks to cook a meal together in
the church kitchen and then enjoy each other’s company while they eat. They are looking at moving this meal
to the town park this summer to help reach those who may be shy at entering a church building.
Saguache UMC also hosts a dinner once a month called “Supper with Your Neighbor. Church members cook,
and then invite the whole community in for fellowship and food. In addition, they deliver take-out portions
for persons who are home bound. Sometimes they also take up donations to help a family going through a
tough time, or ask people to bring in items for the town’s food bank.
And here we are at Pueblo West UMC, at the Mission Christmas Dinner which is served the Saturday before
Christmas. Everyone got to eat as much as they desired and each person got a new pair of socks or gloves or a
blanket, as they had need. The kids got a toy. Over 340 meals were served. And then, on “Souper
Bowl” Sunday, over 220 cans were collected to be given to the Cooperative Care Center food bank.
Now we have a picture of the FISH truck, from Broomfield UMC. FISH, which stands for “Fellowship in Serving
Humanity,” started as a transportation ministry over 50 years ago. FISH grew into a major food bank,
collecting 350,000 pounds of food each year, as well as providing mortgage and utility payment help. FISH
goes beyond just providing food, to work directly with community members to help them become selfsufficient and financially stable
The Lamar Whole Church Initiative (WCI) Group reached out to help provide backpacks full of non-perishable
nutritious food for kids to take home so that they have something to eat over the weekend. "Blessings in a
Bag" backpacks along with sack lunches of one bag per child were available each Wednesday. About 60-80
bags a week were distributed.
Lafayette UMC is very active with food and water ministries. They provide monthly donations to the Sister
Carmen Community Center in Lafayette, which is a critical resource for families in need of supportive services.
They volunteer at the Community Food Share warehouse in Louisville, sorting and packaging food. They hold
bi-yearly food drives. They serve lunches at the Denver Rescue Mission and provide food and water for Denver
Homeless. And in addition, for five years they have hosted a pumpkin patch to raise extra mission money. In
2015, they were able to provide $500 to UMCOR”s WASH program.
Another church active in food related ministries is Fort Collins 1 st UMC. They collect food for the
community Food Bank all year long. Some members then work to sort and distribute food at the local Food
Pantry. Members cook meals for the homeless at Catholic Charities. And then, 1st UMC Fort Collins is in a
partnership of more than 30 faith communities which provide short term emergency housing to homeless
families before the families move to their next host church. Another favorite city-wide project in support of
the Fort Collins Food Bank is “Cans Around the Oval,” at CSU. Here’s the FUMC youth group with some of
their donations.
Parker UMC is another church which hosts people overnight at their “Winter Shelter“. Parker UMC also
supports the project “Feed My Starving Children” with a major food pack effort. This looks like it takes a lot of
organization!
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Over to Utah again: Ogden UMC has an unusual Ministry of Beekeeping. This helps keep food secure by
sustaining bees to pollinate the plants that grow our food. Beekeepers also go into schools to teach children
about the importance of bees and of beekeeping in food production.
Grand Junction First UMC provides breakfast in the park. Over 40 people, of all ages, take turns cooking &
serving a hot breakfast to the hungry on the 3rd & 5th Sundays each month. As many as 130 people have been
served.
Members of Mountain View UMC in Woodland Park also collect items for a food pantry.
Little Free Library in Avondale is a church that provides food for the minds as well as for the body.
We’ve been sharing about food and water ministries in our own Conference. Now we begin to go further
afield, where clean water is harder to come by than in the Rocky Mountain area and where food is not so
plentiful.
We transition from our own Conference work to beyond with this beautiful young woman from Haiti. Jennie
wanted to come here to study water quality programs so that she could use her knowledge to make a
difference in her home country of Haiti. With the support of Broomfield UMC, United Methodist Women, and
others who heard of Jenny’s desire to help her own country, Jennie is here now as a student at Red Rocks
Community College.
Hilltop UMC launched a Big Hairy Audacious Goal to raise $8000 towards the purchase of a water purification
system sponsored by UMCOR. So far they’ve raise $2100. This program provides life-giving clean water and
teaches community people to maintain their own system and run a water business.
Several churches have contributed to Pura Vida work in Guatemala. Their mission is to “facilitate the sharing
of resources with communities in a meaningful, respectful, and long term way, with a primary focus on
educational opportunities.” Their Christmas Milk Program provides families with powdered milk packages
which provide months of vital nutrition to children in that area who are chronically malnourished due to the
lack of refrigeration and unhealthy cattle.
Their Water Filtration Program also provides fresh water to families without access to safe water options.
Rich Fisher from Fort Collins FUMC has worked with the Kenya School Clean Water project for 8 years, serving
more than 65 schools in the Meru and Samburu regions. They plan to have served more than 100 schools by
2018. Rich says, “Sufficient fresh water is the most critical natural resource challenge of the 21st century and
educated children are our most vital legacy for the future. Taken together, we are striving to ensure that
school children are healthy and able to learn whether in Africa or anyplace in the world.”
Hope and Les Law have been involved since 2005 with the Nar Sarah Clinic in Sierra Leone. A local charity in
Golden called “Healing Waters” has supplied them with a water purification machine. Pure water became so
popular that they bought a “water bagging machine” and now sell water to provide income for the Clinic. A
double benefit—people are healthier as well as income is derived for the clinic. You will probably be able to
see more of Sierra Leone Ministries in our display space.
This report would not be complete without mentioning that through our Connectional Giving, we all help to
support food and water projects around the world through the work of our General Board of Global Ministries.
Check out the GBGM Advance projects online to support specific ministries. The Community Health and
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Agriculture Development project is one such project in Cambodia. Through their work, they have reduced rice
shortages for almost 600 families and they also train members in raising chickens.
Joanie Calhoun writes, “We celebrate God’s goodness and faithfulness for what we accomplished together
through CHAD programs.” We can say the same for all the work that is being done in our Conference and
around the world by those who truly see all persons as God’s beloved children. Thanks be to God for you and
the work you are doing! “In as much as you have done it for the least of these, you have done it for Christ.”
Communal Response and Song
We thirst, we thirst for peace. (repeat)
We thirst, we thirst for peace;
Grant us peace, grant us peace.

We Thirst

v. 1,6

We hunger, we hunger for peace. (repeat)
We hunger, we hunger for peace;
Grant us peace, grant us peace.

Cabinet: Tell the story of “Living into Beloved Community” (7 minutes)

Melanie Rosa
and Jeff Rainwater

Introduction (Melanie)
It has been an extraordinary year, since we gathered in Westminster for Annual Conference 2016. The
Mountain Sky Area Cabinet has been working on your behalf to help support and build vital churches that
make disciples and make a difference. Every day we are inspired by your ministries and commitment to
Jesus Christ.
Welcoming Bishop Oliveto (Melanie)
Last July, all eyes were on the Western Jurisdictional Conference gathering in Scottsdale, Arizona. Most of us
were fully expecting Bishop Elaine Stanovsky to be returned to the Mountain Sky Area for one last
quadrennium. As you know, upon the election of Bishop Karen Oliveto, Bishop Elaine was assigned to the
Greater Northwest and we were deemed to be the Area best suited to receive the new Bishop. The rest is
history and we are now a central part of shaping this history for our entire denomination. What a journey it
has been and how fortunate we are to have received this competent, visionary spiritual leader. Bishop
Karen immediately won us over with her passion for Christ, her deep love for the church, and her
commitment to creating loving Christian communities in every place. Her energy and enthusiasm were
contagious. Her willingness to honestly engage and affirm those who opposed her election was inspiring.
She leads from a place of acceptance and love, desperately needed in these deeply divided times.
Episcopal Tours (Melanie)
The first thing our new Bishop asked was that we set up Windshield Tours of each District, with particular
emphasis placed upon those communities on the margins which are often overlooked. (And there are many
communities on the margins of this vast Area!) Within her first few months among us, Bishop Karen covered
thousands of miles stopping in hundreds of churches and meeting the people of our vast region for
conversations, pictures, cookies, coffee, meals and tours.
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She experienced firsthand the full flavor of the Mountain Sky Area from Chester, Montana to Trinidad,
Colorado, from St. George, Utah to Chugwater, Wyoming. She immediately became familiar with the clergy
and congregations they served. Her energy and enthusiasm were infectious, and while she wore us out, it
was a wonderful experience. Some churches had never had a Bishop visit before and they were deeply
grateful for her presence.
Vision for Future - One Mountain Sky Area Cabinet (Jeff)
In the midst of this episcopal transition, the Rocky Mountain Conference and the Yellowstone Conference
were already in the midst of making history as we pursue conversations that we hope will lead us toward
the formation of a new Mountain Sky Conference in the next few years. With the vote at last annual
conference by both Rocky Mountain and Yellowstone in support of this endeavor, the Cabinets have looked
for ways to live into our shared future now. The most obvious was to quit acting like two Cabinets. We have
only one Bishop, we already have shared area staff including one Superintendent. So for much of the last
year, we have been living into our work as one Cabinet, building a shared story, getting to know each other’s
areas and congregations, and being even more open to making cross-conference appointments where it
seemed most appropriate and would do the most good for the congregations and the pastors.
In the next year, we intend to live into this vision of a single Mountain Sky Area Cabinet even more as all
our meetings will be held together in the coming year. More importantly, we will be meeting across the
area as each District Superintendent will host at least one Cabinet meeting within her or his District. It is
our hope to include within these meetings a time to meet with clergy and laity for ongoing discussions.
And the tours that began Bishop Oliveto’s time among us are by no means over. This summer the tours will
be more regionally gathered as we come together for “holy huddles” to discuss how we can live together
faithfully and fruitfully, recognizing our great diversity and addressing those ways in which we are divided.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus’ prayer was that all his followers would become and remain one. It is our
calling to live into this prayer as a Cabinet, as a conference, as an area, and as a denomination. And we
believe we can help lead the way for our denomination, because we are stronger, more fruitful, in the work
of Beloved Community when we are united.
Implementation of Circuits and Other Shared Activities
How do we become more united? How do we support one another in this great work across the area,
conference, and regionally. Within our area, several Districts have been experimenting with organizing in
circuits. In Montana, the circuit model was implemented, in part, to distribute some of the administrative
and connectional responsibilities to circuit leaders to make the experiment of a single Montana District
Superintendent even possible. In the Trinity and Wyoming Districts, the circuit model also grew out of our
early experiments with a missional understanding of church. We see even greater potential for circuits to
foster congregational vitality through peer learning, mutual support and accountability, and a way for us to
remain connected across our wide spaces. Therefore, this summer circuits will be implemented area-wide in
every District.
Expect in the next year to see new ways that we will work together through the circuit model and other
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ways that we can gather. For instance, it is very likely that charge conferences will be held as circuit
gatherings this year across the area. It is also the Cabinet’s dream to use District Conferences in a new way.
Drawing on the resources held by both annual conferences, we hope to bring in well-known, gifted, church
leaders to the area as keynote speakers, but distribute those addresses to District or sub-District
conferences. These conferences may also include local conversations and training. We have only begun to
dream ways we can live together in beloved community through circuits.
Transitions (Jeff)
One thing that has not changed in this year; the Cabinet itself is always in a state of change. We have said
goodbye to Bishop Stanovsky and welcomed Bishop Oliveto. And after seven years of service on the Cabinet
as the Mile High Pikes Peak District Superintendent and for the past 3 years Dean of the Cabinet, Rev. Dr.
Melanie Rosa will be taking a new appointment as the Senior Pastor of First United Methodist Church of
Fort Collins, CO.
<<words about Melanie; I need to work on this>> So we send her now to her new appointment with our
deepest gratitude, our utmost respect, and all the blessings we can offer.
And starting July 1, we welcome the Rev. Dr. Tezenlo Thong as the newest member of the Cabinet. <<More
about Tezenlo>> We are excited about the gifts and insights he will bring to the Cabinet table and the ways
he will be able to lead his churches.
Gratitude (Melanie)
It’s been quite a year and we have made this journey together. Your churches continue to pursue vital and
lifesaving ministry to serve the lost and suffering. You continue to build disciples who make a difference. You
have stayed connected amid differences, trying to model healthy diversity in a very divisive culture. You have
led the way with grace and connectionalism and we are thankful. The Cabinet offers our deepest gratitude to
all of you, the leaders of the Annual Conference for the ways you love and serve God in Jesus Christ.
Conclusion (Melanie)
Yes, this has been a most interesting and demanding year. But through it all we have seen the Holy Spirit
visibly at work, giving birth to a new church and it is an honor to share this resurrection journey with all of
you.
Communal Response and Song
We thirst, we thirst for light. (repeat)
We thirst, we thirst for light;
Grant us light, grant us light.

We Thirst

verse #2,3

We hunger, we hunger for love. (repeat)
We hunger, we hunger for love;
Grant us love, grant us love.
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Scott United Methodist Church: Telling the Story of “Living into Beloved Community” Lynn Miller Jackson
At Scott UMC, our mission is to make the healing grace of God real. We desire to share the love of God by
putting our faith in action in service to others. One way we are living our mission is through the Scott Food
Pantry in Partnership with the Food Bank of the Rockies (FBR). Scott operates 3 programs on the 2nd and 3rd
Thursday’s each month.


Scott Food Pantry supported by donations from the Scott families and friends



TEFAP – The Emergency Food Assistance Program



CSFP – Colorado Seniors Food Program – CSFP representatives are on-site to qualify participants and
distribute food boxes



Our program coordinators Carole and Larry Smith take great care in running this program, acquiring a
variety of nutrient-rich foods to insure everyone who comes will be well served.
o Through the FBR, the coordinators can order food at pennies per pound making financial gifts
more effective
o Each year, Carole conducts the state-required Civil Rights Training for our volunteers to insure
the volunteers are prepared for any situation and personality and that the people we serve are
treated with dignity.



Additionally, the Scott UMW provide coffee and pastries as a treat for those who are often mistreated.

Scott is a predominately African American congregation. However, this ministry serves a broad spectrum of
demographics with various needs—different ethnicities, various socio-economic status; some with temporary
or emergency needs, others with long-term need due to a variety of circumstances. The families are from the
immediate community and neighboring counties.
Over the last three years, we have


distributed an average of more than 68,000 pounds of food per year, excluding food boxes from the
Seniors Program



served 1700-1800 households; impacting well over 5,000 individuals each year

We are seeking to feed more than physical hunger.


We invite those who come to tell us how we may pray for them providing prayer cards to record the
requests;



we offer devotional materials such as The Upper Room, and will soon begin an effort to offer Bibles
provided by our congregation and/or friends in the faith community.



We are interested in hearing the stories of those who are often silent sufferers. In hearing their stories, we
hope to make deeper personal connections in our sharing and caring. As we listen, we also hope to
discern underlying needs to be met which will allow us to live into our vision: To be a faith-forming
community that educates, equips, and empowers all people for the glory of God.



The ultimate goal is not to simply feed for the moment, but to walk with and nourish our neighbors in
partnership to help steady and strengthen them until all are able to help steady and strengthen others.
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We can grow this effort by finding synergies with others.


Commit time and talent
o We need more dedicated volunteers
o Many hands make light work - help stock shelves, distribute food,
o Scott UMC will share upcoming state-required training opportunities through the conference
office and other communication portals
o Share ideas about how to reach and nourish the deeper needs in people



Be mindful
o Be mindful of your own food use or abuse
o The need for food pantries will grow based on pending budget cuts and economic trends



Give financially
o Food pantries get more mileage per dollar by ordering commodities than from donated food.
Every dollar donated helps distribute 5 pounds of food.

We celebrate this work by acknowledging the impact to our gathered congregation, through our Scott Today
Newsletter and donor mailings. We further celebrate this ministry by uplifting it as the hands and feet of God
in the world. Those would lend their time, treasure, and talents to this work are serving Christ and continuing
the ministry of Christ in the world.
Communal Response and Song
Until All Are Fed
v. 1,3
How long will we sing?
How long will we pray?
How long will we write and send? How long will we bring?
How long will we stay? How long will we make amends?
Until all are fed we cry out!
Until all on earth have bread.
Like the One who loves us, each and every one,
We serve until all are fed.
How can we stand by and fail to be aghast?
How long till we do what’s right?
How could we stand by and choose a lesser fast? How long ‘till we see the light?
Until all on earth have bread.
Like the One who loves us, each and every one,
We serve until all are fed.
Finance: Tell the story of “Living into Beloved Community” (7 minutes)

Kirsten Barlow and
Noreen Keleshian
Kirsten: We are privileged to discuss how our financial resources and our connection support living into
beloved community. We are stronger together than we are alone.
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Let’s look at your giving dollar. When you give $1.00 to your local church, where does that money go and how
does it make a difference?
The local church is the basis for beloved community, and 87 cents of every dollar stays in your local church to
support your ministries.
Ministry requires many different resources. Each local church pays pastor salary and benefits, and pays for
other staff who help guide church ministries. There is a cost to maintain the church, keep the lights on and
the water running, and safely insure the church building and operations.
Our local churches reach out into their neighborhoods to live into beloved community. They are making
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
87 cents of each dollar you give stays in your local church.
Noreen: The Rocky Mountain Conference supports and enhances the ability of each church to live into
beloved community.
13 cents of every dollar you give to your local church goes to the Rocky Mountain Conference as your
connectional giving. 8.7 cents of that amount stays in the Rocky Mountain Conference, to support the mission
and ministry of the Rocky Mountain Annual Conference in Colorado, Utah and 2/3 of Wyoming.
The mission and ministries of the Rocky Mountain Conference are robust. New churches and ministries are
developed thoughtfully and implemented to maximize their success. Congregational vitality activities with
rural and urban congregations, clergy and lay members, expand their ability to live into beloved community.
Ethnic ministries, camping ministries, campus ministries, and collaborations that transform communities and
individuals as they recover from disasters are wonderful examples of the people of the Rocky Mountain
Conference coming together, and our connection living into beloved community.
Conference staff and resources support collaborations within and between districts, circuits and churches.
Clergy and lay development are enhanced through education, training and leadership opportunities. One
example, our Academy for Clergy Young in Ministry, integrates group learning, individual coaching, and an
online community to explore creative contexts of ministry and help clergy develop as leaders.
Conference insurance programs, funded by each local church, ensure proper risk management and successful
ministries. Active and retired clergy and their families have access to pension, health, death and disability
benefits. The Rocky Mountain Conference is the conduit for your special offerings that support the mission of
The United Methodist Church. We are privileged to contribute to our successful ministries through the
Conference administrative and accounting services.
8.7 cents of each dollar you give stays in the Rocky Mountain Conference to support the mission and ministry
of our Annual Conference.
Kirsten: We are part of the greater connection called The United Methodist Church, and 4.3 cents of your
connectional giving supports the Western Jurisdiction and the General Church.
Some examples of the mission and ministry this supports are:
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The World Service Fund, which undergirds our network of missionaries and builds beloved
communities through international humanitarian efforts.



The Ministerial Education Fund, which offers scholarships and continuing education opportunities for
clergy, and supports 13 United Methodist seminaries in the United States.



The Black College Fund, which supports students in historically black colleges and universities. And our
contributions to the Africa University Fund bring higher education to individuals in sub-Saharan Africa.



The Episcopal Fund, which pays the expenses of active bishops, and pension and health benefits for
active and retired bishops around the world.

Our giving supports the connectional structure and infrastructure of The United Methodist Church, and
ecumenical partnerships that advocate for global peace and justice.
4.3 cents of each dollar you give supports world-wide missions of our denomination.
Transformation starts with each one of us. Together, we are living into beloved community through our local
church, ministries supported by the Rocky Mountain Conference, and international ministries supported by
The United Methodist Church.
Together, we can do much more than any one of us can do alone. Together, we build the beloved community.
Thank you.
Communal Response and Song:
We thirst, we thirst for joy. (repeat)
We thirst, we thirst for joy;
Grant us joy, grant us joy.

We Thirst

v. 4,5

We hunger, we hunger for truth. (repeat)
We hunger, we hunger for truth;
Grant us truth, grant us truth.
Mission and Ministry: Tell the story of “Living into Beloved Community” (7 minutes)

Chris Frasier and
Jeff Hirota

Introduction (Jeff):
The themes in the Beloved Community are woven together. At their roots, they involve social, economic, and
environmental justice.
Food security and clean drinking water also connect with a fair living wage, health care, housing, and civil
rights. We have a lot more to learn, but here is a small window into food insecurity.
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Bread for the World, whose motto is “have faith, end hunger” says charity alone can’t feed everyone. Our
federal nutrition programs deliver more than 19 times the amount of food assistance as private charitable
sources.
The most substantial of these is SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as
food stamps.
The majority of SNAP recipients are children or elderly. What’s more, more than 40 percent of SNAP recipients
lived in a household with earnings. Contrary to myth, the program has extraordinarily low error and fraud
rates. 3 out of 4 participants leave the program within two years and half leave within ten months.
Our work begins with personal awareness. Mike Moore, took the SNAP Challenge and experienced firsthand
what it was like to eat on $4.20 a day for seven consecutive days. Like most SNAP recipients, Mike couldn’t eat
any free or prepared food and he didn’t have the wherewithal to pre-engineer his experience with daily
planners and Tupperware containers.
Link to Mike’s story (on video):
The White House has proposed cutting SNAP by 30% in the next federal budget.
How do we translate individual experiences into our connectional power to make a difference?
Making a Difference as a Connectional Church (Youngsook):
When you make connections with people who share your same passion for mission, something great happens!
The Rocky Mountain Conference food bag project for Eiber Elementary School is a perfect example of such
connections.
This past January I visited Eiber Elementary School in Lakewood with a group of women who had connected
while working to help the school with various food and school supplies. Let me share some context about the
school. 89% of the students at Eiber are low income, and a high percentage of the students are from
immigrant families, many of whom are undocumented. In fact, one of the women who visited the school with
me was struck by the sight of mothers of Eiber students wearing ankle bracelets. As you may know, women
seeking asylum and who have been released from immigration detention are fitted with GPS-enabled ankle
bracelets – which is another form of detention.
When we met with Cynthia Saunders, the Family Engagement Liaison for the school, she said the school is in
dire need of food bags. Immigrant children who live at motels use these food bags to carry food and school
supplies home from the school. I told Cynthia that I would take a sample bag and explore if our United
Methodist Women could make them.
And that is how the food bag project started! It is one of the mission immersion projects that was held
yesterday. Jana Jones, bless her, took this project upon herself and recruited women to help. Our first thought
was to buy canvas material but, she took the project a step further and made bags out of recycled denim jeans
to help save the planet. We made 30 bags yesterday! And here is one. Thanks be to God!
Food Ministries Throughout the Rocky Mountain Conference (Chris): link to video
From the Board of Stewards, Robin Ball and Burry Bessee set out to learn more about the food ministries
throughout our conference. Here’s what they learned:
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There are powerful ministries and witnesses throughout our conference. Through efforts like those of Robin
and Burry, we can begin to add up to more than the sum of our independent efforts to change systems and
policy.
Chris:
Robin Ball and Bessee Burry led a survey effort for the Board of Stewards to learn about food and water
ministries throughout our region. They asked, “What is currently being done?” and “How can we support these
ministries and move forward into the future?” While far from complete, the responses show a pattern of
targeting the needs of each church’s surrounding community.
From packing student lunches in Fort Morgan and Montrose, to the Golden church providing a clinic in Sierra
Leone with water purification and packaging equipment, our Conference reaches well beyond the walls of our
churches as we take up the call to serve “the least of those among us.”
Changing Systems and Policy (Jeff):
Kathy Underhill of Hunger Free Colorado shared two stories from the Food Resource Hotline. A nine year-old
boy was hiding in his closet to call for food assistance for his family. On the Western Slope of Colorado, a
woman who will turn 101 next month called because she doesn’t have enough to eat.
When we hear stories like these, what does our faith require us to do? With whom do we stand?
The food pantries, many of them led by communities of faith, are the first responders of emergency food
provision. We can work together through regional or statewide networks like the Colorado Food Pantry
Network to share resources and best practices and to speak with one voice to policymakers.
We expect there will be efforts to cut SNAP. For a single person living on less than $13K a year and $1.40 a
meal, what of this is too much? Who will benefit and who will be hurt by cuts?
We as the Church should let their elected officials know SNAP has no room to be cut or changed. We can
stand as allies and witnesses to people who are experiencing hunger.
We hope you’ll be able to participate in some firsthand experiences and communication through our breakout
sessions and ministry immersion this Annual Conference.
Call to Action (Chris and Jeff):
Chris:
And so our journeys begin with personal awareness and conviction.
Our ministries connect our work within and beyond the church.
Jeff:
Our faith challenges us to change systems and policy.
Jesus calls us to action. The Beloved Community becomes a reality when we care enough to get involved.
What does our LORD require of us? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God.

Words of Commitment in Closing
We leave this place with action challenges:

Youngsook Kang
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We’ve heard a lot on ministries of food and water that are currently taking place in your churches and
communities. I would like for us to celebrate them.
At the same time, I would challenge us to think further on, “How can we work together further, pooling
our resources and imaginations, to feed the hungry and give water to the thirsty? How do we embody
the love of Christ?”
My invitation this morning is that we greet and welcome one another in the spirit of Beloved Community
- in the spirit of Ubuntu. As we greet our neighbors in the spirit of beloved community, we live our life
fully. So, what’s next? What is next as we move on to live into beloved community.
Eugene Peterson says it this way:
“This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending
life. It’s adventurous, expectant, greeting God with a child-like ‘What’s next, God?’”
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